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INTROBUCTION. 


Godwin became insane. The tronblcs of 1689 also 
caused tbe closing of the University, and Jonathan 
Swift went to Leicester, whore mother and son took 
coimsel together as to fnLiro possibilities of life. 

Tlie roiircd statesman, Sir William Temple, at Moor 
Park, near Pamham, in Snitey, was in highest esteem 
with the new King and the leaders of the Revolution. 
His father, as Master of the Irish Rolls, had been a 
friend of Godwin Swift’s, and with his Avife Swift’s 
mother coidd claim cousinahip After some months, 
therefore, at Leicester, Jonathan Swift, aged twenty- 
two, went to Moor Park, and entered Sir William 
Temple’s household, doing service with the CKpcctation 
of advancement through his influence. The advance- 
ment ho desired was in the Church. Wlien Swiftwent 
to Moor Park ho found in its houseliold a cliild six or 
seven yeai-s old, daughter to Mrs. Johnson, who was 
trusted servant and companion to Lady Gifford. Sir 
William Temple’s sister. With this little Esther, 
aged seven. Swift, a^ed twenty-two, became a play- 
fellow and helper in her stiidies. Ho broke his 
English for her into what ho called their “little 
language,” that was part of the same plajful kinSi- 
ness, and passed into their after-life. Li July, 1692, 
•with Sir WUliam Temple’s help, Jonathan Swift com- 
menced M.A. in Oxford, ns of Hart HaU. In 1694, 
S-wift’s ambition having been thwarted by an offer of 
a clerkship, of £120 a year, in the Irish Rolls, ho 
broke from Sir William Temple, took orders, and 
obtained, tluough other influence, in January, 1695, 
the small prebendary of Kilroot, in the north of 
Ireland. Ho was there for about a year. Close by, in 
Belfast, was an old college friend, named W aring, who 
had a sister. S-wift was captivated by Miss Waring, 
called her Tarina, and would have become engaged to 
marry her if she had not flinched fiom engagement 
with a ymmg clergyman whoso income was but a 
hundred a year. 
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INTRODUCTIOIJ. 


Ciiailcs Bojlo, o£ Clivht. Clmrcli, jmljlislicd a jio\ 7 
edition of tlio Epifiilcs of Phnlaris, wdli transtiiiion of 
iho Greek text into Latin. Dr. Bentley, tlio King’s 
Librarian, pnblished a " Dissertation on Iho Epistles 
of Plialaris,” denjing their value, and arguing that 
Phnlaris did not •nvito tliom. Christ Olmrch replied 
throngli Charles Boyle, with “Dr, Bentley’s Disserta- 
tion on tlio Epistles of Phalaris einmined.” Swift 
entered into tho war with a light heart, and ninlchcd 
tho Ancients in defending them for tho amnsemeni of 
his patron. His incidental argimicnt bofwceh tho 
Spider and tho Beo lias provided a cntch-iilunse, 
“ Sweetness and Light,” to a combatant of later times. 

Sir Willi.ain Temple died on tho 27th of January, 
1G99. Swift then boeamo chaplain to Lord Borkcloy 
in Dublin Castle, and it was ns a little surjirisc to 
Lady Berkeley, who liked him to read to her Robert 
Bojrlo’a “ Meditations,” that Swift wrote tho " Modi- 
tation on a Broomstick.” In Pebniary, 1700, ho 
obtained from Lord Berkeley the vicamgo of Laracor 
with tho living of Bathbeggan, also in tho diocoso of 
Meath. In the beginning of 1701 Esther Johii.son, 
to whom Sir 'William Temido h.ad bequeathed a Icnso- 
in 'Wicklow, camo with an elder friend, 
Miss Dinglcy, and settled in Laracor to Iw near Swift. 
During ono^ of tho visits to London, made from 
Laracor, Swift attacked tho false pi’ctcnsion.s of astro- 
logers by that prediction of tho death of Mr. Partridge, 
a prophetic almanac maker, of which ho described 
tho Accomplishment so clearly that Partridge had 
Tuticli ado to pet credit for behjp alive. 

„ lines nddiwsed to Stella sjicnk for themsolvos, 
Onuenns and Vanessa” was meant as polite and 
cpurteous admonition Jo Miss Hester Tan Homfipr^ 
young lady ui wliom grceu-sickuess seems to have pro- 
dneed devotion to Swift in fonns that omliaiTasscd 
Jiim, and with which he did not well know how to deal, 

H. 51, 
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THE nOOKSELEKR TO THE READEE. 


prliicliwlly concerned, iook up flio controvors}*, mid 
cmuo fo n (IccisivQ Imt Hie innmiscripi, by ilio 

injury of forlimo or vrenilior, being in POVorAl places 
imporfcci, n c. cannot learn to Avltieb ^i(lo tlio A'ictory 
fell. 

I must, ■warn tlio reader to bowaro of applying to 
pcrsoi\3 Avbat is boro meant tinly of books, in tbo most 
literal sense. So, nben Virgil isincntionctl, 'wo nro not 
to nnderstand tho person of a fainon.s poet called by 
tlial iianio ; but only certain slicets of paper Imnnd up 
in leatlier, containing in print tho works of the said 
poet : and so of tho rcs‘. 



THE PEEFACE OF THE AHTHOE. 


Satire is n sort o£ glass -wlicrciu IjoLoldors ilo'^ 
generally discoYcr cvorybotly’s face but (lioir own ; j 
wliicli is ilie cbiof reason for tbal kind reception it 
meets with in tbc world, and that so very few are 
olTended with it. But, i£ it should happen otherwise, 
the danger is not groat ; and I have learned from long 
experience never to apprehend mischief from those nn- . 
dorstanding.s I linvo been able to provoke : for anger j 
and fnry, thongh they add strength to the sinews of tlio i 
Iwdy, yet arc found to relax those of the mind, and to \ 
render all its efforts feeble and impotent. 

Tlicro is a brain that will endure but one scumming; 
let the owner gather it with discretion, and manage his 
little stock with husbandry; but, of all things, let liim 
beware of bringing it under the lash of his better.', 1 
Iwcanso that will make it all bubble up into imper-/ 
tinence, .and ho will find no new suppl}". Wit without 
knowledge being a sort of ci’oam, which gathers in a 
night to the top, and by n skilful hand may bo soon 
whipped into froth ; but once scummed away, what 
appears Tuidorncatli will be fit for nothing but to bo 
thro^vu to the hogs. 





AIS^CIENT AND THE MODERN BOORS 

IN SAJKT JAMES'S E1Dr^\RV. 


WnoETEE oramnics, duo circ »»H[) Och‘on, info 
ILc mmiml records of tune, ■will fhid it rcintirkcd that 
"STar is the child of Pride, and Pride the daughter of 
niches : — tlio former of •which assertions may ho soon 
granted, hnt one cannot so easily sxihscribo to the latter; 
for Pride is nearly related to Beggary and "Want, citlior 
h}' father or mother, and sometimes by both: and, to 
si>eak uafnrally, it very seldom liappens among men to 
fall ont -when all have enough; invasions usually tra- 
velling from north to sonth, that is to say, from poverty 
to plenty. The most ancient and natural grounds of 
cpinrrcls are lust and avarice ; which, though wo may 
allow to bo brethren, or collateral branches of pride, 
are certainly the issues of want. For, to q)cak in the 
phrase of writers npon politics, wo may observe in tho 
republic of dogs, which in its original seems to bo an 
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instiintiou ol tlio lliat tlic whole state is over in 
tlio profoiimlcst jicaco after a full meal ; and that civil 
h^ils arise among them when it happens for one groat 
* 'Vinne to ho seized on hy some lending dog, who cither di- 
vides it among the few, and thou it falls to an oligarchy, 
or keeps it to himself, and then it runs np to a tjTanny. 
The same reasoning also holds place among them in 
those dissensions wo behold upon a t nrgesco ncy in anj” 
of their females. Por the right of possession Ijdng in 
common (it Ijoing impossible to establish a property in 
so delicate a case), jealousies and suspicions do so 
abound, that the whole commonwo.alth of that street is 
reduced to a manifest stato of wav, of every citizen 
against every citizen, till some one of more courage, 
conduct, or fortune than the rest seizes and onjo)-8 the 
prize: upon which naturally arises plenty of hearl- 
bunuug, and onvj’, and snarling against the happy dog. 
Again, if wo look upon any of these republics engaged 
in a foreign war, either of invasion or defence, wo shall 
find the same reasoning will servo ns to the grounds and 
occasions of each ; and that povort)’- or want, in some 
degree or other (whether real or in opinion, which 
makes no alteration in the case), has a groat share, ns 
well as pride, on the part of the aggressor. ^ 

Now whoever will please to take this scheme, and 
cither reduce or adapt it to an intellectual stato or 
commonwealth of learning, will sooh discover the first 
ground of disagreement botwcou the two gre.at paidios 
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nt this tiino in anus, and may fonn just conclusions 
upon the merits of either cause. But the issue or 
CTonts of this war ar c not so onsj' to coujechiro at; for 
the present quarrel is so inflamed by tho wnrm heads of 
cither faction, and the pretensions sonievrhero or other 
so.e xorbitn nt, as not to admit the least ovortnres of ac- 
^iJmhtodntion. This quarrel first began, as I have 
hc.ardit affirmed by an old dweller in the neighbour- 
hood, about n small sjiot of gromid, lying and being 
upon one of the two tops of the lull Parnassus ; the 
highest and largest of which had, it seems, been time 
out of mind in quiet possession of certain tenants, called 
the Ancients ; and the other w-ns held by the Modems. 
But those disliking their present station, sent certain 
amb.assadors to the Ancients, complaining of a great 
nnis.an co ; how tho height of that part of Paruassns 
qnitc Vpoiled the prospect of theirs, especially towards 
tho c.ast ; and therefore, to avoid a war, offered them 
tho choice of this alternative, cither that tho Ancients 
would plcaso'fo remove themselves and their effects 
down to tho lower summit, wliich tho Sfodems would 
graciously- snrrender to them, and nd^•anco into their 
place; or else tho said Ancients will give leave to tho 

Modems to come with shovels and mattocks, and level 

—7 — 

tho said hill ns low as they shall think it convenmiu. ' 
To which tho Ancient.s made answer, how little they ex- 
pected such a message ns this from a colony whom they 
had admitted, out of their own free grace, to so near a 
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iieigr^ilwurliood. Tlint, as <o ilicir omi scat, tlicy wero 
nljorigincs o£ it, and ii)orc£oTD'lo inik ^Yitil iiicm o£ n 
removal or surronclor ivns a language llicy did not inidcr- 
1 stand.,) Tliat if tlio height of tlio hill on tlicir side 
shortened the pro'ipccl of the Moderms, it was a disad- 
vantage they could not help; hal desired them to coji- 
sider whether that injury (if it be any) were not largely 
recompensed by the shade and shelter it allorded them. 
That ns to the levelling or digging dorm, it was either 
folly or ignorance to irroprcc it if they did or did not 
Icnorv how that side of the hill was an entire reel:, which 
would break their tools and hearts, without any damage 
to itself. Tlint they would therefore advbo the Modems 
rather to raise their orni side of the hill than dream of 
pulling dorm that of tho Ancients; to the fonner of 
which they would not only give licence, but also largely 
contribute. All this was rejected by the Moderns with 
much indignation, who still insi.stcd upon one of tho 
two expedients; and so this difference broke out into a 
long and obstinate war, maintained on tho one jiart by 
. resolution, and by the courage of certain leadei-s and 
allies; but, on tho other, by tho greatno.ss of their 
Jniimlrcr, UT>on all defeats affording continual recruits, 
lu this tpiarrel whole ri\udc(s of ink have been cx- 
hausted, and tho v irule nce of both parties enormously 
'^gmentod. Now, it must be licro understood, that 
I ink is the great missive wc.apon in all battles of the 
' learned, which, conveyed through a sort of engina 




battij:-op the books. 

III <liosc boolcs IS wonuc'rftiiry i iistilJ qU niul preserved 
liio fipiril o£ cncli warrior wliile lie is alive; and after 
. liis .death his sonl traiiBmigmtcs thither to inform 

,/l 

f'them. This, at least, is the more coniinoii opinion ; hnt 
I hclievo it is with lihrarics as with other cemeteries, 
whci ‘0 some philosophei-s nlfinn that a cedain spirit, 
which they call hruUim homintB, hovers over tlio 
monument, till the body is cornipled and turns to dust 
or to worms, hut thou vanishes or dissolves ; so, wo 
may say, a restless spirit hannts over every hook, till 
dust or worms have seized upon it — which to some may 
happen in a few days, hut to others later — and there- 
fore, hooks of controversy being, of all others, haunted 
by the most disorderly spirits, have always been con- 
fined in a sopamlo lodge from the rest, aud for fear of 
a mutual violence against each other, it was thought 
prudent by our ancestors to hind them to the peace 
^yith strong iron chains. Of which invention tho 
original occasion was this ; When tho works of Scotns i 
first came out, they were cniTicd to a certain library, j 
and had lodgings ajipointcd them ; hut this author was 
no sooner settled than ho wont to visit his master \ 

a/Ari,stollo, and there both conceded together to seize 1 

f ^ ^ 

■^Plato by main force, and turn linn out from his anciout 
station among tho divines, where ho had peaceably | 
dwelt near eight hundred yeans. The ntteni})! sue- 1 
ceeded, and tho two ubuii>er.s have reigned over since 
in his stead ; hut, to maintain cpiict for tho futiu-o, it 
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Tvns decreed tlint all polemi cs of tlie larger siz.o slionld 
be licld fast irith a cliain. 

By ibis exiicdieiit, the public peace of libraries 
might certainly liaYo been preserred if a new species 
of controversial books Iind not arisen of late years, 
instinct with a more malignant sprit, from the war 
above mentioned between the learned abont the higher 
snminit of Pamassns. 

Wlicn these boots were first admitted into the 
public libraries, I remember to liavc said, npou oc- 
casion, to several persons concerned, bow I was snro 
they wonid create broils wherever they came, unless a 
world of care were taken ; and therefore I advrsed tlnS 
the cliampions of each side shonld bo coupled together, ] 
or otlicrwiso mixed, that, like (ho J dcnch' ng of con^tra^yj.. 
poisons, their malignity might bo employed anmng ) 
themselves. And it seems I w.as neither an iU prophet ; 
nor an ill counsellor; for it was notliing else but tlio 
neglect of this caution which gave occasion to the 
terrible fight that happened on Priday last between tlio 
Ancient and Modem Books in tlio King’s library. Kow, 
because the talk of this battle is so fresh in every- 
body’s mouth, and the expectation of the town so gre.at 
to be infonned in the particulars, I, being possessed of 
all qualifications requisite in au historian, and retained 
by neither party, have resolved to comply with the 
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Tlic gu.inlijin of flic rcgnl libraiT, a person of great 
valour, but cliicflj" rcnownctl for Ins Imnianit}', Imd 
been .a fierce cb.ainpion for tlio Modems, and, in an cn- 
gngonicni upon Parnassus, bad vowed wUli Ins own 
bands to knock down two of the ancient ebiefs who 
guarded a small pass on fbo superior rock, bnt,.on- 
dcavourlng lo climb up, was cniolly nbstniclcd b}’ bis 
omi nnbappy weight and tendency fownrds bis cenfm, 
n "quality to which those of the Modern partj- are c.'c- 
trcmcly subject; for, being liglit-he.adcd, they have, in 
speculation, a wonderful agility, and conceive nothing 
too high for them to mount, but, in reducing to 
I -^..practice, discover a mighty pressure about their^^pos- 
('J, ;'icriors and their heels. Having thus failed in Ids 
J^.^dcsigUjtho disappointed champion boro a cmol ranco ur 
to* ttic Ancients, which ho resolved to gratify by 
showing all marks of his favour to the books of their 
adversaries, and lodging them in the fairest apart- 
ments; when, at the same time, whatever book bad the 
boldness to own itself for an advocate of fbo Ancients 
Avas bni-icd alive in some obsenro comer, andtliroafcucd, 
npqn the least displeasure, to bo turned out of doors. 

' Besides, it so baiipcncd tliat about tins time there Avas 
a strange confusion of place among all tlio books in 
tbo library, for wbicb sover.nl reasons were assigned. 
Some imputed it to a great heap of Ic.nmcd dust, wbicb 
a perverse wind blew off from a shelf of Moderns into 
the keeper’s eyes. Others affinned bo bad a Immoiir to , 
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pick {lie 'woniis out of llio schoolmen, nncl swallow i 
Ihera fresh and fnsliiifc, irhcivof some fell npon hiy | 
s])lccii, and some climbed np info his hc.id, fo the grc.at | 
pe rt urba f ion of both. And lastlj’, others mnyit.ajncdj^ 
that, by Avrdking mnch in the dark about, the lihfary, 
ho had quite lost the situation of it out of liis lioad; 
and therefore, in replacing his books, ho was apt to 
mistake and clap Descartes next to Aristotle, poor 
Plato had got between Hobbes and tho Sorcii Wiso 
Mastci-s, and Virgil was hemmed in with Di-ydcn on 
one side and Wither on the other. 

Meanwhile, those books that were advocates for tho 
Moderns, chose out one from among them to make 
a progress through tho whole library, examine tho 
number and strength of their imrtj, and concert their 
affairs. This messenger i)erfonncd all things vciy 
indn.striousIy, and brought hack with him a list of 
their forces, in all, fifty thou.s..nd, consisting chiefly 
of light-horse, hcarj'-nnned foot, and mercenaries ; 
whereof the fool were in general but sorrily armed and 
worse clad ; tlieir horses large, hut extremely out of 
c.aso and heart'; however, some few, hy fi-ading among 
fbo Ancients, had furnished themselves tolerably 
enough. 

"Wliilo fhiugs were in this fenneut, discord grew 
cxtrcmolj' high ; ho^ woixls -passed on both sides, and 
ill blood was plentifully bred. Here a solitary Ancient, 
squeezed np among a whole shelf of Modems, offered 
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fnirly to dispute tlic case, mid to prove liy manifest 
reason that the priority was duo to tlicm from long 
liosscssion, and iir regard of their pnidcnco, antiquity, 
and, ahoTO all, their great merits tonrard tlio Modems. 
But these denied the preini-ses, and seemed I'cry much 
to wonder how the Ancients could pretend to insist 
upon their antiquity, when it was so qilain (if they 
wont to that) that the Modems were much the more 
ancient of the two. As for nivj* ohligatious the}* owed 
to tlio Aicicnts, they rononnecd them all. “ It is true,” 
said they, “wo are infonned some few of our party 
have hocn so mean ns to borrow tlicir subsistence from 
you, but tho rcsX, infinitely the greater numbor (and 
especially wo French and English), were so far from 
stooping to so base an example, that there never passed, 
till this very liour, six words between us. For our 
horses wore of our oira breeding, our amis of our oivii 
' forging, and our clothes of our own cutting out and 
^ solving.” Plato was by chance up on tho next shelf, 
and obscnnng those that spoke to bo in tho ragged 
j ^-jilight mentioned n while ago, their jades lean and- 
o.tfoundercd, their weapons of rotten wood, tlicir armour ■ 
msty, and nothing but rags undomcath, ho laughed i 
loud, and in his pleasant way sworo, by , ho be- 

lieved tliom. 

Now, tho Modems had not proceeded in their late 
negotiation mt^ secrecy enough to escape tho notice of 
ttioso advocates who had bcgim tho 
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quari’cl, li}’ setting first on foot tho dispute of prece- 
dency, talked so loud of coming to a battle, tliat Sir 
William Temple happened to overhear them, and gave 
immedinto intclligenco to tho Ancients, irho thereupon 
drew up their scattered troo 2 is together, resolving to 
act upon tlio defensive; upon which, several of the 
Modems fled over to their party, and among tho rest 
Tcmido himself. This Tcmplo, having been educated 
and long cojivcrsed among the Ancients, was, of all tho 
Modems, their greatest favourite, and became their 
greatest champion. 

Tilings wore at this crisis when a material accident 
fell out. For upon the liighost corner of a largo 
window, there dwelt a certain spider, swollen up to 
tho first magnitude by Ibo destmetion of iufinito 
numbers of flics, wliose spoils lay scattered before tbo 
gates of his palace, like human boucs before tho cavo 
of some giant. ,Tbc avenues to bis castle worerguarded 
-with dumpikes aud palisadoos, all .after tbo modom.,' 

^ ^ ^ VI) ^ 

way of fortification. After you bad passed sovonu'' 
courts you camo to the centre, wherein j'on might 
behold tlio constalilo Iiimsolf in his o\nx lodgings, 
which had windows fronting to each avenue, and ^lorfs 
to sally ont nixm all occasions of prey or defence. In 
this mansion ho had for some time dwelt in pence aud 
plenty, wifhont daugor to his person by swallows from 
above, or to bis iialacc by bmoms from below ; when 
it wa3 _tliD_plcasuro . of fortune to conduct thither a 
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^vnn(leving lice, to wIiosq curiosity iv broken pnuo in ibo 
glass had discovorcd itself, and in ho ^rent, where, cx- 
i mtiat ing a while, ho at last happened to alight npont 
one ofthe outward walls of llic Binder's cit.adcl ; which, 
yielding to the uneciual weight, sunk down to tlio very 
foundation. Thrice ho oudeaToured to force his 
passage, and thrice the centre shook. Tlio spider 
within, feeling the terrible coimdsion, supposetL,at 
fh'stjhat nature was approaching to her final dissoln- 
tionj^or else that Bcelr.ebnb, irith all his legions, was 
come to revenge the death of many thousands of his 
subiocts whom his enemy had slain and dcvorircd. 
However, ho at length valiantly resojvcd to issue 
forth and meet his fate. Meanwhile the bee had 
acquitted himself of his toils, and, posted securely at 
some distance, was employed in cleansing his wings, 
and disengaging them from the ragged remnants of 
the cobwe ^. By this time the spider was adventured 
out, when, beholding the chasms, the ruins, and dUapi-^ 
dations of his fortress, ho was very near at his wit’s 
end ; ho stormed and swore like a madman, and 
swelled till he was ready to burst. At lengtli, casting 
his eye upon the bee, and wisely gathering causes from 
events (for they Inicw each other by sight), “ A plagjio 
split you,” said ho; ‘‘is it you, with a vengeanco, that 
have made this litter here ; coidd not you look before 
you, end bo d — d ? Do you think I have nothing else 
to do (in the devil’s name) but to mend and repair after 
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you?"’ ,‘ ^Goqi1 •n’oriTs, :^*icn(l.” snkl Iho boo, lip.viiig 
:/Uow pnuiciT liimsclf, and being disposed lo droll : “ I’ll 
give 3'ou niy band and ivord’to coino near yon?*kounol 
no more ; I ^va.s never in sncli a confoimded ])ick fb 
since I wasjjom.” “Sirrab,” replied tbo spider, “i? 
it •were not for breaking an old enstoin in onr family, 
never lo stir abroad ag.ainst an ojiomy, I sbonld come 
and leacb you betfer ninnnei's.” “I pray bavo 
l>ationco,” said Ibe bee, “ or you’ll spend your sub- 
stance, and, for augbfc I see, you may stand in need 
of it all, towards tbe rciiair of your bouse.” “Rogue, 
rogue,” replied Ibc spider, “ yet melbinks you sbould 
bavo more respeet to a person wbom all tbe world 
allows to bo so mucb your botfoi-s.” “By niy ^rotb^[’, 
said tbe bee, “ tbe conip.arison will amount to a^ypry 
good jest, and you will do luo a favour {o lot mo know 
tbe reasons tb.at all tbe world is pleased to nso in so 
bopofid a dispute.” At tins tbe spider, ba^nng swelled 
bimself into tbe size and i>osture of a disputniiF, began 
liis. argument ni^tbo^true spirit bl 'coniroversj’-, witli 
resohitioii t^ bo bcartil}- s ourrilo us aiTdlingfy, to urge 
on bis o^vn reasons witbout tbo^icast regard to tbo 
answers or objections of bis opposite, and fully iiro- 
detennined in bis mind against all comdetion. 

“Not to dispai’ago myself,” said be, “by tbo compari- 
son with snob a rascal, wbat art tbou but a vagabond 
witbout bouse or borne, witbout stock or inberitaneo ? 
born to no posse.ssion of your own, but a iwir of wings 
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I null a ilrouc-pipo. Tour liveliliooil is n univorsnl 
plunder uiiou uuiurc ; n frecl)on<('r over fields nml 
gnTdens; nnd, for ilio snke of sfenliiip, Ti’in roll n 
y^ueiilr ns ensilj" ns n A^lei. ‘Wliorms I am n domesrm 
'"animal, fiiniislied ivilli n imlivo htnclc u'idiiii myself. 
Tins large cablle (lo sliow my imprnvrmpuls in llie 
malliom.Mics) is all Imili M'iih iny own hands, nnd Ihc 
materials extracted altogether ont of my omi person.*’ 
"‘I nrn glad,” answered the Iree. “to hoar joit gr.snt 
at least that I am como honestlj' hy my wings and nij' 
voiec; for then, it seems,! am ohligcd to Heaven alone 
for my flights and my music; nnd Providence would 
never have hestowed on mo two such gifts without de- 
signing them for the uohlest ends. J visit, indeed, all 
tho flowers nnd hlos.soms of tho field and garden, hut 
whatever I collect theiico ciiriehcs my.«elf without 
tho least injury to their lieanty. tlieir smell, or their 
taste. K’ow, for you and your skill in architect uro 
nnd other mathematics, I have little to say: in that 
Imilding of yours there might, for aught I know, have 
liccu labour nnd method enough ; hut, hy iroeful cx- 
l>erioncQ for us Imth, it is too plain the materials arc 
naught ; nnd I hope you will henceforth take warning, 
nnd consider duration and matter, ns well ns method 
and art. Ton boast, indeed, of Iwing obliged to no 
other creature, hut of drawing nnd spinning out all 
from yourself ; that is to say, if wo may judge of tho 
liquor in the vessel hy wlint issues out. you jmssess a 
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powl plfntlful f tore of flirt niiil jfoi-cm in yonr lin'n‘*f ; 
null, tl)oiis:li I vroiihl by no nif'.fiif or flispnriigc 

yonr p.'iiuine s>t<fpk of oitlicr, yri I iloobl you an' somo- 
wlmt ablip'fl, for an incro.T'O of Iwfli, to a little forciirn 
a«sLs(nnco. Yintr iiihon'iit ixniion of dirt doe"? not fail 
of .acf|fusilioii'<. by swcojunir^ oxlialod fntm Im'Iow ; ntid 
one in'-fct furni-'lii'-j jon with n f-linro of jw)l‘'Oij to 
de.'iroy .anotlier. So tli.at, in .«liorl, llii' iiuo-ftion noiiuM 
all to Ibis; nlielbor is the nobler bcirtp of tbe fuo, 
(lint Trbirb, by a Inr.y contoniidnlion tif four ini’ht's 
•wund, by an overiroi'nin" pride, fis'dintr, and onpen- 
'derinff on it*-olf, turns all into ovrroiiiont and venom, 
’]>nvlnrinp nolbinp at all but t l^'lsain ; and a cobweb ; or 
tli.ft wliieb. by a Jiiiivora.'il ranpe,' witli loop aeareh. 
nmeli ttndy, tnm judpment, and distinction of tbinps, 
ifrinKs Immc boney and wax.*' 

Tins disjntio rr.as iuannp«sl wlfb such eaponicss, 
ebunour, nfid v.armtb, that tbe two parlies of books, in 
arms Ndow, stoml silent a xvliile, xvaitinp in fin.s]»euso 
what would In; tbe issue; xvbieh w.as not long unde, 
lenjiincfl: for tbe bee, grown imiiatient at po nmeb 
loss of time. tle<l atmipbt away to a bed of ro«e.s, wiili- 
out looking for a ri’ply, and left tlie spider, Uko an 
orator, collected in bimself, and jiist prepared to biiral, 

(Mil. 

It linpiK-ncd upon tins emergency tbnt iEsop broke 
silence tirst. lie bad been of late most barbarously 
tis.ntcd by a strange effecl of the regcul’a linmriniiy, 
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\7lio had tom off his title-page, sorely defaced one half 
of his leaves, and chained him fast among a shoK of 
Modems. Where, soon discovering Iiott high tho 
quarrel was likely to proceed, he tried all his arts, and 
turned himself to a thousand forms. At length, in tho 
hoiTOwed shape of an ass, the regent mistook him for 
a Modem ; hy which means ho had time and oppor- 
t.unity to escape to tho Ancients, just wheu tho spider 
aird tho bee wore entering into their contest ; to which 
ho gave his attention with a world of j)leasure, and, 
when it was ended, swore in the loudest key that in all 
Ills life ho had never known two cases so parallel and 
adapt to each other as that in tho window and this 
upon tho shelves. “ Tho disputants,” said he, “ have 
admirably managed tlie dispute between them, have 
taken in tho fxdl strength of aU that is to be said on 
both sides, and exhausted the substance of every argu- 
ment p?-o and con. It is but to adju.st tho reasonings of 
both to tho present quarrel, then to compare and apply 
tho labours and fnrits of each, as tho bee has learnedly 
deduced them, and we shall find tho conclusion fall 
plain and close upon the Modems and us. For pray, 
gentlemen, was over anything so modem as tho spider 
in his air, Ms turns, and his parodoxes ? he argues in 
tho behalf of you, his brethren, and himself, with many 
boastings. of his native stock and great genius ; that he 
spins and spits wholly from himsplf , and scorns to own 
any obligation or assistance from without, Tlien he 
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tlibNl>l.v.s lo you liis prcr.i skill in nvcliHccluro and iiu- 
provomcni in ilio inallirmulics. To all ilih ilio lioo, ns 
an ndvocnto rcf.'iinnd by ns, Ibo Ancienis, iliijiks fit lo 
.nnstrcr. tlial. if one may jndjto of tlio great genius or 
inveulious of <lie Modems by wb.at Ibeyliavciirodnocd, 
you svill bartily have counieuaueo to boar you out in 
boasting of eillier. Erect your selieuies witli ns inucb 
metbod and skill ns you jde.ase; yet, if tlio materials 
be iiotbiiig but dirt, slum out of your own OTitniils (tbo 
’(Pits of luodoni brains), tbo edifice will conclude at last 
in a cobweb; tlie duration of avbieb, like Hint of other 
.Sniders' webs, may be imputed lo their being forgotten, 
or ncglccletl, or bid in a corner. For anything else of 
genuine that tbo Modems may pretend to, I cannot 
recollect ; unless it be a large, vchi of wrangling and 
aatire, nmch of a n.nture andsnbsl.anco witli Iho.spidcr.s’ 
Xioisou; which, bowever Ibey pretend to sjut wholly 
out of themselves, is imxirovcd by the same arts, by 
feeding upon the insects and vermin of tbo ago. An 
for n.s, the Ancicnl.«, wc arc content, with tbo bee, to 
jiretend tonotliiiig of onr own be\-ond ourwing.s and 
our voice : Hint is to say, our lliglits and our Inugttngc. 
For the rest, whatever wo have got has been by iiifinito 
Inlionr and f-c.arcb, and r.anging tlirough every comer 
of juafuro; tho ditTcrenco U, that, instead of dirt and 
poison, are have rather chosen to lill our hives avilb 
honey and wax; Uiub fumishing mankind with tho 
two noblest of tbiuga, which arc sweetness and light." 
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It is -vrondorful to coucoive tlio tumult arisen among 
tl\o books upon the close of this long descant of jEsop : 
botli parties took tlio Lint, and Leiglitoned tlioir 
animosities so on a sudden, that they resolved it should 
come to a battle. Immediately the two main bodies 
■withdrew, under tlioir several ensigns, to the fartlior 
■parts of the library, and there entered into caba ls and 
consults upon the present omorgoncy. ThiTSodems 
wore in very warm debates upon the choice of their 
loaders; andlmthihg less than the fear 'impending 
.from their enemies could have kept them from muti- 
nies upon this occasion. The diflercnce was greatest 
among the horse, whore every private trooper protended 
to the chief command, from Tasso and Milton to 
Drydon and Wither. The light-horse were com- 
manded by Covelcy and Despreaux. There came the 
bo'wmen. under their valiant leaders, Descartes, Gas- 
sendi, and Hobbes; whoso strength was such that 
they could shoot their arrows beyond the atmosphere, 
never to fall down again, but turn, like that of Evander, 
auto meteors; or, like the cannon-ball, into stars, 
Parncolsirs brought a squadron of st inkpo t-flingers 
from the snowy mountains of Bhrotia. There came a 
vast body of dragoons, of different nations, under the 
leading of Harvey, their great aga -. part armed -with 
scythes, the weapons of death ; iiart -with lances and 
long knives, aU steeped in poison ; part shot bullets 
of a most malignant nature, and used white powder, 
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trliirli ijifalUlily knit’<l witlmiit n'port. Tlir'n' onm<> 
‘-j\ i-nl Inxlit-'i nf ]wavy-nrm>'«l fiw». nil in<'r<vnnrii"^, 
uiitlor till' <-ii«-ipv« of Goli'i'lnnlinl. Pnviln, Polytloro 
Vi niil. Iliu'lifuinn. Mnrintm. Gniiitli'n. nivl oihrrs. Tin' 
rnptimr^ wor*'' roiminn'lfMl l>y llrpoinoiitaims nitd 
Wilkin*'. Tltf* ro-:{ iT.n<: a r(>i)fn>vsl jiinltihulo, Ifd by 
Hrtili;*. Atjnijiac. .nml IMlanniiio: of iniirhty buHc and 
but TviiJiont ritbor nnn", or (li' 5 i*l|ilii:('. 

In <lio la*-! pl.ao** nil)'* inlinilo Mvamia of nloin **--, a 
di'ortlfrly omt Itvl by r/E‘'{mngi'; ropic-s niid rnpa - 
tmiilin*', tb.at folloTr tlu* o.mni for ii'iibiiif' but tlic 
jdnndi’r, all wltlnnil oo.nt*. to cover tbcni. 

Tbonnny oftiio Aticicm'iwn*- nnieb fewer in iimtilicr; 
Ifoinrr b‘d lie bor'e. and I’indnr the Ilcbt-borM*; 
Eueri'l v.is ebief rnpiv'cr ; Pinto nnd Aristotle fniii- 
nniidisl the Kiwineii; IleriHlotiis and I^ivy tbe foot; 
Hiji{>'H'r.ntes, lb'* draifooiis; tbe nlHes, Jed by Vo.'du^ 
nnd Temple. liMimbt up tbe rear. 

All tbiiiu's violently lending to n derisive bnltb*, 
Fftme. wbo tmteb fre'ptented, nnd bad n Inrpe njtnrt- 
inml formerly n‘'‘>ipnHl lier in tbercfral library, lied up 
Ftmifibt I'l Jtipiter, to wbnin sbe deliven'il n faitbfnl 
r.eeonnt of nil tint pa-sed lietweeu tbe two parlies 
lielow; for Binnnp (be "0<1 m sbe nlw.nys tells tnitb. 
Jove, in preaf eonrern, convokes n council in tbe / 
blillry Way, Tbe eennte as'embb'd. be deelan's tbe"^^* 
neea*ion of conveninp tbem; n bloody bnltle just im* 
jK-inb'ut Ik! ween two mipbty nmiii's of nneient nnd 
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luodcvu ci'calurcs, called hoots, Vidiercui tlio celestial 
interest ■was hut too deeply coucomed. Momius, the 
patron of the Moderns, made an excellent speech in 
their favour, -which avas answered hy Pallas, tho pro- 
tectress of the Ancients. Tho nssemhly avas diadded in 
their affeetions ; -when Jupilor commanded the Book of 
Fato to ho laid hoforo him. Iiinnediately aa'oro hronght 
hy Mcrciir}- three largo a'ohiincs in folio, containing 
moraoirs of all tilings past, present, and to come. 
Tlio clasps avero of sih'or donhle gilt, the covers of 
celestial turkey leather, and the paper such ns hero on 
earth might pass almost for vellum. Jupiter, having 
silently road the decree, avould communicate tho import 
to none, hut presently shut up tho hook. 

IVithout tlio doors of this a.sscmhly there attended a 
a'.ast numher of light, nimhlo gods, menial servants to 
Jupiter: these arc his ministering instruments in all 
affairs holow. They travel in n caravan, more or less 
togoiher, and are fastened to each other like a link 
of galley-slaves, hy a light clinin, wliieh p.-mscs from 
them to Jupiter’s gi-oat too : and yet, in receiving or 
delivering a mo.ssngo, they may never aiiproach ahovo 
tho lowest step of liis throne, whore ho and thov 
whisper to each other through a largo hollow trunk. 
Those deities are called hy mortal men accidents or 
events ; hut tho gods call them second causes. Jupiter 
ha-ving delivered his message to a certain numhor of 
these dinuitics, tlicy flow immediately down to tho 
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sit idly here while our devout worshippers, the 
Modems, are this minute entering into a cruel battle, 
and perhaps now lying under the swords of their 
enemies P who then hereafter wiR ever sacrifice or 
build altars to our divinities P Haste, therefore, to the 
British Isle, and, if possible, prevent their destruction ; 
while I make factions among the gods, and gain them 
over to our party.” , 

Momus, having thus delivered himself, stayed not 
for an answer, but left the goddess to her own resent- 
ment. Up she rose in a rage, and, ns it is the fm*m on 
such occasions, began a soliloquy : “ It is I ” (said she) 
“wlio give wisdom to infants and idiots; by me 
children grow wiser than their parents, by me beaux 
become politicians, and schoolboys judges of philo- 
sophy ; by me sophisters debate and conclude upon 
the depths of knowledge; and coffee-house wits, 
instinct by me, can correct an author’s style, and dis- 
play his minutest errors, without understanding a 
syllable of his matter or his language ; by me striplings 
spend their judgment, as they do their estate, before it 
comes into tlioir hands. It is I who have deposed wit 
and knowledge from their empire over poetry, and 
advanced myself in their stead. And shall a few 
u pstar t Ancients dare to oppose me ? But come, my 
aged parent, and you, my children dear, and thou, my 
beauteous sister ; let us ascend my chariot, and haste 
to assist our devout Moderns, who are now sacrificing 
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fiotnr o : licr hndy prow wliit" niid nrid, and 

fijdit in itiecns ■vvilli dryiinsH; the thiek funied into 
|)nstohnnrd. and (he (hin into papar; upon Avliich her 
parent.s .and oliildn'ii artfully Mnnvwl a hl.nck jiiiro, or 
d ecoct io n of pall and aonf. in form of letters; her 
he.nd, and voice, and spleen, kept (heir j)riiniti\e 
form ; and (hat whiel; Ijoforo Avas a cover of skin 
did still pontinne so. In this gnl'o she marched 
c»n towards (ho Itrodems, intdistingnisli.nhle in shape 
and dress from the divino Bentley, IVolton's dearest 
friend. “Brave "Wolton.” said the podde.ss, “ why do 
our troops stand idle here, to spend their present 
vigour and opportunity of (he d.ay? away, let ns hnsto 
to the generals, and ndviso to give tho onset im- 
mediately.'’ Having spoke Ihns, she took the ugliest 
of lier monsters, full glutted from her sjdeon, and flung 
it invisildy into his mouth, av Inch, fl} ing straiglil up 
into his head, scince/cd out his oyc-halls, gave him a 
distorted look, and h.alf-ovcrtumed Ills brain. Tlieu 
sho privately onlcrod two of her beloved ebildron, 
Dulne.ss and Hl-mnnners. closely to attend bis person 
m nil eneonnters. U.ss-ing tbn.s n econt r ed liiin, sbo 
vanished in a mist, and tho boro perceived it was the 
goddess bis mother. 

Tlio destined hour of faio Iwijig now arrived, the 
fight began ; whereof, before I daro ndventuro to make 
n p.srticnlnr description, I must, after the example of 
other niitbors, petition for a hundred tongues, and 
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nionflis. niid nnd pons, ^vlucli would nil bo too 

little to perfonn so immense n work. SnY,goddcs‘., tlint 
pre^idesl over liislorj*, who it wns fli-nt first ndvnnced 
in the field of Kittle ! Pnmcolsus, nt the hc.nd of his 
dmgoon«, oh^ervinp Galen in the adverse wing, darted 
his javelin with a mighty force, which tho hmve 
Ancient received npon his shield, thei«int hrenking in 
the .second fold . . . , Uxe jxaxtca 

. tlcmxil 

They here the wounded aga on their shield-s lo Ids 
rlmriot ....... 

Dcfuu( ....... 

nonxittlla. ...... 

Then jVrislotle. ohsendng Bacon advance with n 
furious mien, drew his how to the head, ntid let lly his 
arrow, which missed the valiant Modern and went 
wliimng over his head; hut Descartes it hit; tho 
steel i>oiut (juickly found a defect in his liend-pieee; it 
pierctxl (he le.atlier and (he pastelxianl, and went in nt 
his right eye. The torture of the pain whirled llio 
valiant how-mnn round till death, like a star of 
.superior influence, drew him into liis otm vortes 
Jxxffcnf hvilxig ...... 

liicin MB. ...... 

. . when ITojucr npjwarcd at tho head of 

tho c,aTalry, m ount ed on a furious horse, jvith diflicnlly 
rnanaged hy (he rider himself, hnt which no oBicr 
mortal durst approach; ho rode among tho enemy's 



BATTLE OP THE BOOKS. 


as 

ranks, and boro doBni all boforo bim. Say, goddess, 
whom, ho Blow first and -n’lioin bo sloir last! Fir.st, 
Gondibert advanced against bim, clad in heavy 
armour and monnied on n staid sober g eldin g, not_ED 
famed for bis speed ns bis docility in kneeling Vi'licn- 
cver bis rider would mount or aligbt. Ho bad made 
a vow to Pallas tlint lie wonld never leave the field till 
bo bad .spoiled Homer of bis .armour: madman, who 
bad never once soon tbo wearer, nor understood bis 
strength ! Him Homer ovcrtlirow, borso and man, to 
tbo ground, there to bo trampled and choked in tbo 
dirt. Then with a long spc.ar bo slow Donbain, .a stout 
Modern, who from bis fatber’s side derived his lineage 
from Apollo, but his mother was of mortal race. Ho 
fell, and bit the earth. The celestial part Apollo 
took, and made it a star ; but tbo terrestrial lay wallow- 
ing upon tbo ground Tlion Homer slow Sam Wesley 
with a kick of his horse’s heel ; ho took Porrault by 
mighty force out of bis saddle, then burled bim at 
Fontonollo, with the same blow dashing out both their 
brains. 

On tbo loft whig of tbo horse Tirgil appeared, in 
shining armour, completely fitted to bis body ; lie was 
mounted on a dapple-grey steed, tbo slowness of whoso 
pace was an effect of tbo liighest mott le and rigour. 
He cast bis eye on the adverse wing, with a desire to 
find an object worthy of bis v.alonr, when behold upon 
a sorrel gelding of a monstrous size nppe.ared a foe. 
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is'^Tiiii!; from nmoni: tlu' of llio OHOinv't- 

squndrojiK ; but his sjKTtl wns Iocs thnn his uoin'; for 
his hoTM*. old nml IrM, spriil ilio drojis of his sfronpth 
in n hijrh tnd. v.-liich. Ihoiiplr >< mndi' slow ndviuirrs, 
yoi oousrd n loud rlashijiir of his nnnour, iorrihlo lo 
hoar. 'The Iv/o c.avaUcrs had lunv njiiiroachod within 
tho throw of a hmoor'/whon tho siraiitror dosirod a 
jwrlpy. and. liftinc: th<' \i»pr of his holmot. n taco 

hardly ajijvi'.snHl from within whioh, after a jiauso, was 
knowji for that of the renowned Dryden. Tho hrave 
Ancient .siuhh'idy etarletl, as one ])ossessed witli .sur- 
prise and di«.sj)j>ointuient together; for the helmet was 
nine times too largo for the head, which apjionnsl situate 
far in the hinder jvtrt. even like the lady in a loh«tor, 
or like a muusr> under a canopy of state, or like a 
sh rivel lcsl Ir'.au from within the isuithnuso of a mmlem 
{teriwig; .and the voire v.ns snited to the visage, ^onnd- 
ing wc.ak and retnote. Dryden, in a long harangue, 
soothed tip the good Aneient ; e,alhHl hitn father, 
and. hy a large d‘'duction of genealogies, made it 
]ilaiiily npjv.sr that they were nearly related. Then he 
Immhly nn exchange of nnuour, as a lasting 

mark of hosjii1;ili(y l*etween them. Virgil consented 
(for the gorhl''-,',_ DiDidenco e.nme unseen, nnd_casi a 
mist iK-fore his eyes), though his was of gold and cost 
a hiiudn'd he^'x e s, the other's hut of nisty iron. How- 
ever, this glittering annour 1«‘e.ime tlie ifodern yet 
worse tlinu his own. Then they agreed to exchange 
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liorsos; Onf, vrlicn it c«me io tiio tx'ial, Drydon was 
afraid nad utterly iiuaUo to inonut. . Alter hiatus 
. ’ . . .hi MS. 

Lacan appeared upon a fiery horse of admirable shape, 
bnt licadstrong, bearing tlio rider wlicro he list oror 
the field; ho made a mighty slaughtor among the 
enemy's liorso ; which deslrnction to stop, Blackmorc, 
a famons Modern (but one of tho mercenaries), s iren n- 
ouslj' opposed himself, and darted his javelin with a 
strong hand, whicli, falling short of its mark, strnclc 
deep in tho earth. Then Lucan threw a lance ,* bnt 
..^scnlapins came nnseen and turned off tho point. 
“Bravo Modem,” said Lncan, “I perceive some god 
jjrotccts yon, for never did my arinjso deceive mo before : 
but what mortal can contend with a god p Therefore, 
let us fight no longer, but present gifts to each other.” 
Lncan thou bestowed on tho Modern a pair of spurs, and 
Blackmoro gavo Lncan a bridle. 

Pauca desunf. ...... 

Croecli ; birt tho goddess Duincss took a cloud, formed 
into tho shape of Horace, armed and moimted, and placed 
in a flying posture before him. Glad was tho cavalier 
to begin a combat with a flying foo, and pmrsnod tho 
imago, threatening aloud; till at last it led him to tho 
peaccfnl bower of Ins father, Ogloby, by whom ho was 
disarmed and assigned to his repose. 

Then Pindar slow — , and — and Oldham, and — , 
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r.iitl Afm tlto liplif of fool ; iiovor ndvnncinp 

jji n dirx'ci lino. Ijnl irhor-linp inorciliMo apililv 
Rv.d foo'o. lio inntlo n lorrlMo slnnplilor niuonp flio 
cjiomy’s liiihl-hor'i''. Him whon Cowloy ob«orvp(l, lii*^ 
ponfnnis bonrl burnt wifbin liiin, nud lio ndvnuord 
.Tpiiu'^t Ibo fierco Anoionl. ijuil.itiiip bis nddross, bis 
nnd MO'^'r, ns vroll as Ibo vipour of bis lioi^o nnd 
bis own sbill would nllow. AVIicii Ibo Iwn c.avnliors 
b.ad apiiro.iobrd wilbin Ibo Innplb of tbroo jnvoliiie. 
first Covrloy tbo'w a Inncc, wliicb iniss''d Pindar, nnd. 
jrtseinp into Ibo enoinyV ranks, foil int'lToolunl lo l!io 
pround. Tiion Pindar d.arlod n jnvoliu so Inrpo nnd 
woipbly, tlml sonrco n dorini c.nv.aliors, ns cnvnlicrs nro 
in o’tr doponorato dnys. could miso il fnnn tbo pitimid; 
yoi bo Ibri'w il wifb case, nnd il wonl, by nn nnorrinp 
Imnd. sinirinp tbronpb tbo r.ir; nor could tbo Modern 
linvo nvnidi'd ]»rc5ont do.ilb if Iio bnd not luckily 
njuK^iMl till? fibicbl tlml Imd boon pivon bim by Venus. 
And now bnlb borocs drew tbeir swortla; but Ibo 
Modem was po .nplinsl nnd disordered tlml bn knnwjiot 
wliom bo wns ; bis sbiold drojipod from bis bniids ; 
tbrico bo fled, nnd tbricc bn conld not c-scajH’. Af Inst 
bn iftniod, and liftiiip np bis Imnd in tbo poslnre of n 
FU]iplinnt.*'GodUl:nPindnr,"saId bo,“hparQiny life, nnd 
]K)ssops my boj>-n, with fboso nrm.s, Iwsidc tbo rnn.soni 
wliicb my friojid.s will pivn wbon Ibny bo.nr I nm nlivo 
nndyour]iri‘-oncr. “Dog 1” said Pindnr,‘‘lclyourm!isom 
slay witli your friends; but your enreaso sbnll bo left 
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i’or tlio fowls of tlio nir and ilie hoasts of tlio fipld.” 
With that ho raised his sword, and, witji a mighty 
stroho, cloft tho wretched Modern in twain, tlio sword 
pursuing tho blow; and ono half lay panting on tlio 
ground, to ho trod in pieces hy tho horses' feet ; tho 
other half was homo hy tho frighted steed through tho 
field. Tills Venus took, washed it seven limes in 
ambrosia, then stnick it fhrico witli a s^irig of ania - 
rnnth; upon wliich tho leather grow round and soft, 
and the leaves turned into fealliers, and, being gilded 
hefom, continued gilded still; so it hec.amc a dove, and 
she harnessed it to her chariot. 

. . . . . Hiatus vttJdc (le~ 

. . . . . jlcndus in MS, 


THE EPISODE OF BENTLET AOT) 
WOTTON. 

Day boing far spout, and tho numerous forces of 
tho Moderns half inclining to a retreat, there issued 
fortli, from a squadron of their hea-vj'-nrmcd foot, a 
captain whoso name was Bcnlloy, tho most deformed 
of all the Modems ; tall, hut ■u'ithout slmpo or comeli- 
ness; largo, but without strength or proportion. His 
armour was patched up of a thousand incoherent 
pieces, and tho sound of it, as ho marched, was lond 
and di-y, like that made by tho fall of a sheet of load. 
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Tvlncli an Etesian nriiid Wows sntWrnlr clown from Hit* 
roof of some steeple. His lielmet was of old nistv 
iron, but the vizor was bra.s.s. wliieli. t.ainted by bis 
breath, corrupted into copi>cras. nor w.nntcd pall from 
the same fountain, so that, whenever provoked bv 
anger or labour, an atrainentous quality, of most 
malignant nature, was seen to distil from his lips. In 
his right hand ho grasped a flail, and (that he might 
never bo miprovidcd of an offensive we.apon) a ves.sel 
full of ordnro in his left. Thus completely anned, he 
advanced with a slow and heavy p,ace wiicro the 
Modem chiefs wore holding a consult upon the .sum of 
tilings, who, ns be came onwards, laughed to behold his 
crooked leg and hnini>ed shonldcr, which his hoot and 
armour, vainly endeavouring to hide, were forciul to 
comply with and expose. Tlie generals made n.ee of 
him for his talent of railing, which, kept v,ithin 
govermnont, proved frequently of great service to their 
canso, but. at otlier times, did more mischief tiian good ; 
for, at the least touch of offence, and often withouti 
any at all, ho woidd, like a wounded elephant, convert 1 
it against Ids leaders. Such, at this jnnctnre, wa.s thej 
disposition of Bentley, grieved _J[o .seo__lhe enemy 
prevail, and dissatisfied with everybody’s conduct bnt 
bis own. Ho liombly g.ave Ibo Modom generals to 
imdorstand tliat bo conceived, with great submission, 
they wore all a pack of rogues, and fools, and con- 
founded logger-beads, and iilitcrato wlielps, and 
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tlw Aucionta nmy. Tlioy 1)Pgnn ilicir ninrcli over 
c.irca'^ps of (lioir slnuglitoml friewds; <hpu to (hr riglii 
of tlioir own forces; (lien vrlieoled norlliwnrd, (ill (Iiey 
came to Aldrovaiidus’s toinli, wliicli (hey passed on ih.o 
side of the declininp sun. And now (!ieyarri\ed, widi 
fo.ir, tow.ard the enemy's nut^gunrds, looking nhout, if 
haply they might spy (he (pmrters of the wounded, or 
some stmgglingslc/'pers, Hn.anned.and reinole frotn tlio 
rest. A.s ■when (wo mongrel curs, whom native greedi- 
ness and domestic w.nnt provoke and join in pndner- 
ship. though fearful, nightly to invade the folds of 
some rich gra/ier, (hey, with (.nils depn'ssed and lolling 
tonpies. creej) soft and slow. Meanwhile (he conscious 
moon, now in her /enith, on their guilty heads dnrls 
perpendicular r.ajs; nor dare (hey Inrk, thohgh much 
pMvnked at her refulgent visage, whether seen in 
puddle hy rellection or in sjdiere direct; hut one 

surveys the region round, while (he o(her scout.s (ho 

• • 

jil.ain, if h.ajdy to discover, at distance from the flock, 
.some e.arc.ase half devoured, (he refuse of gorged 
wolves or oiuiiious r.avens. f?n marclied (Ids lovely, 
loving pair of friends, nor v. ith less fear and oireum- 
f jy'etion, when at a di.sfance (hey might perceive (wo 
shining stii(s of armour hanging tijinii an oak, and the 
owners not far off in a profound Bleep. Tiio two 
friends drew lots, and the ])nr.-.uing of this adventure 
fell to Bentley; ou he went, and in his van Confuhion 
and Amn?/', while Horror and Affright hrought ni) (ho 
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i-enr. As ]io cnmo iicnr, LcJiold iwo Jiprocs of ilic 
AJieicnfs’ nrniy, PJi.'ilnris nn<l jE^op. Jaj' fast asleep. 
Bontloy would f/iin liavo dosp-atclicd flicin both, mid, 
fatcnliii" close, aimed his flail at Plmlnrih’s breast ; bti( 
then the goddess AiTright, intcqKising, c.inghl the 
Modem in lier icy arms, nnd dragged him from tho 
danger she forcs.aw; both thedormnnf. heroes happened 
to turn at tiio Mine instant, Ihongii sonndly sleeping, 
and Imsj- in a dream. For Plialaris Avns just that 
luinnto dreaming hmr a most vilejmetaster had lam- 
pooned liim, and how lie had got him roaring in his 
bull. And iE‘'Op dreamed that, as he and the Ancient 
ehiefs were lying on tho ground, a wild n^.s broke 
loose, ran about, trampling nnd kirking in their faces, 
Bontloy, leaving tho Iavo heroes asleep, »ei/ed on both 
their armours, and wifhdrCAr in quc.st of his darling 
IVotton. 

Ho, in tho meantime, had Avnndered loii!; in search of 
some cnteriirisc, till at length he ,arrived at a small 
rivulet that issued from a fountain h:ml by, called, in 
the language of mortal men, ITelieon. rilere ho 
stopped, and, parched avith thirst, resolved to all.ay it 
,’in this limpid stream. , Thrice Avith profane hands ho 
essayed to raise the Avater to his lips, and thrice it 
slipped all tlu-ongli his fingers. Tlien ho stopped prone 
on his breast, but, ore his month Imd kiMod tho liquid 
crystal, Apollo came, nnd in the eh.nnnel lield his 
shield belAvixt the Modern and the fountain, so that he 
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drew up noiliincr but mud. For, nltliougli no fountain 
ou earth can comparo with tho clearness of Helicon, 
Tct there lies at bottom a thick sediment of slime and 
mud ; for so Apollo begged of Jupiter, as a puuish- 
meiit to those who durst attempt to taste it with un- 
hallowed lips, aud for a lesson to all not to draw too 
deep or f.ar from the spring. 

At tho fountain-head "Wotton discerned two heroes ; 
tho one ho could not distinguish, but tho other was 
soon known for Temple, general of tho allies to tho 
Ancients. His back was turned, and ho was employed 
in drinking largo draughts in his helmet from the 
fountain, whore ho had withdrawn himself to rest from 
tho toils of tho war. "Wotton, observing him, 
with quaking knees aud trcmbling hands, spoke thus to 
himself : 0 th.at I could kill this destroyer of our army, 
what rouown should I purchase .among the chiefs ! but 
to issue out against him, man against man, shield 
against shield, and Innco against lance, what Modem of 
us dare ? for ho fights like a god, and Pallas or Apollo 
are over at his olljow. But, O mother ! if what Fame 
reports bo true, that I am tho son of sogroata^^d^i 
^nt mo toliifTomple with this lance, that the stroke 
may send him to hell, and that I may return in safety 
.and trimnph, Indou with his si)oils. Tho first part of 
this prayer tho gods granted at the intor ec ssion of his 
mother and of Momns; but tho rest, byjijgoryorso 
wind sent from Fate, was scattered in the air.. Then 
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of tlio forest, mid luuits tlio noisy’ loufj-carcd niiiinnl. 
SoWotton fled, so Boyle imrsuod. But Wotton, licm-y- 
arraed, and slow of foot, bcg.mi to slack his course, 
when his lover Bentley appeared, returning laden with 
the spoils of the two sleeping Ancients. Boyle ohsen’cd 
him well, and soon discovering the helinol and shield 
of Phalaris his friend, botli which ho had lately with 
his oivn hands now polished and gilt, rage sparkled in 
his eyes, and, leaving his pursuit after 'SVotton. he 
furiously rushed on against this new approncher. Fain 
woidd ho bo revenged on both ; but both now fled 
differont -ways ; and, as a woman in a little house that 
gets a painful livelihood by spinning, if chanco her 
goose bo scattered o'er the common, she courses round 
the plain from side to side, compelling hero and tlmre 
the stragglers to the flock: they cackle loud, and 
flutter o'er the ch,amx>aign; so Boyle pursued, so iletl 
this yjair of friends ; finding at length their flight was 
vain, they bravely joined, and drew thomsclvcs in 
phalanx. First Bentley throw a spear ■with all his 
force, hoping to pierce the enemy's brc.ast ; but Pallas 
came unseen, and in tho air took oil the jxjint, ajul 
clapped on one of lend, which, after .a dead b.ang against 
the enemy s shield, fell blunted to the ground. Then 
Boyle, observing well his lime, took tip alanco of won- 
drous length and sharpness; and, .as this pair of friends 
compacted, stood close .side by side, he wheeled him to 
the right, and, with unusual force, darted tho weapon. 
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Bentley saw his fate approach, and flanking down his. 
arms close to his rilDS, hoping to save his hody, in went 
the point, passing through arm and side, nor stopped 
or spent its force till it had also pierced the valiant 
Wotton, who, going to sustain his dpng friend, shared 
his fate. As when a skilfal cook has tinssed a hraco 
of woodcocks, ho with iron skewer pierces tho tender 
sides of hoth, their legs and wings close pinioned to the 
rib ; so was this pair of friends transfixed, till down thej' 
fell, joined in their lives, joined in their deaths ; so 
closely joined that Charon would mistake them both 
for one, and waft them over Styx for half his fare. 
Farewell, beloved, lomng pair ; few equals have you 
left behind : and happy and immortal sliall you be, if 
all my wit and eloquence can make you. 

And now ....... 


Desimt ccetera. 
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X'eri'nig, valuing liiinsclf upon an unnatural bundle of 
hairs, all covered vritli powder, that never grew on his 
head; hut now should this our hroomstick protend 
to enter the scene, proud of those hirchen spoils it 
never hore, and all covered with dust, through the 
sweepings of the finest lady’s chamher, wo should ho 
apt to ridicule and despise its vanity. Partial judges 
{ that we arc of our own excellencies, and other men’s 
4 defaults 1 

But a hroomstick, perhaps you will say, is an 
emhlem of a tree standing on its liead ; and pray what 
is a man hut a topsy-turvy_ creature, his animal facul- 
ties perpetually mounted on his rational, his head 
whore his heels should he, grovelling on the earth? 
And yet, with all his faults, ho sets up to be a uni- 
versal reformer and corrector of abuses, a remover of 
gi-ievances, rakes into every slut’s comer of nature, 
bringing hidden cormptions to the light, and raises a 
mightj' dust where there was none before, sharing 
deeply all the while in the very same pollutions he 
pretends to sweep away. His last days are spent in 
slavery to women, and generally the least deserving ; 
till, worn to the stumps, like his brother besom, ho is 
either kicked out of doors, or made use of to kindle 
flames for others to warm themselves by. 
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^Vl!EurI^■ Tiir 3Io^TII, asd Day oj the ^foNTJt, Aur f!rr 
pavry, tuf PnisoKS SAunt. AM) Tiic raiEAT AcnaN< 
AN» Evr^Ts or ^•rxT YrAi: i'Ai;TicrLini.Ti iirLATto 
AS Vll.1. COME 70 FAS'-. 

TtVf'^ci to j'TfrrKt thr of I'nnta'ul frou ict7,g 

jr.Ttl'fT irtyofcd ok hu rrlyar AI’'iovr.r’.~na'.erf. 

By I5.VAC BicKr.nsTAiT, Esq, 


I HAvr loii" coiisiflorofl tho p-o's a1)UF0 of nstrolopry in 
tJiis kinpioin. and npon del)atiiip tlio matter Avitli nivself. 
I could not ^v^ssiblylaTllio fault ujmn tlio art, but upon 
tlio-e prow impostor-' urbo set up to Iw the artists. I 
knoTTFcveml Ic.arnnd mt-n Imve contended that thcTrliole 
i-. a cheat ; tliat it is absu rd niul ridiculous to imagine 
the st.ars can have any influence at all njwii human 
nctiom-, ilioughts. or inclin.alions,- and u-hoever lias not 
l)cnt his studies ih.nt tvay may bo excused for thinking 
so, Avhen he .«ees in how avrelelied a manner that noble 
art is treated by a few mean illiterate traders l>ctwccn 
us aud (be .stars, atIio import .a ye.arly stock of uou- 
siiuse, lies, folly, .and impertiueuce. winch they offer to 
the world .as genuine from the xilauet.s, though they 



54 


PEEDICTIONS FOE THE TEAE 1703. 


descend from no greater a heiglit than their own 
hrains, 

I intend in a short time to publish a large and 
rational defence of this art, and therefore shall say no 
more in its justification at present than that it hath 
been in all ages defended by many learned men, and 
among the rest by Socrates himself, whom I loot upon 
as undoubtedly the wisest of uninspired mortals : to 
which if wo add that those who have condemned this 
art, though otherwise learned, having been such as 
cither did not apply tlieir studies tliis way, or at least 
did not succeed in their applications, their testimony 
will not bo of much weight to its disadvantage, since 
they are liable to the common objection of condemning 
what they did not understand. 

Nor am I at all offended, or think it an injury to 
the art, when I see the common dealers in it, the 
students in astrology, the Philomaths, and the rest of 
that tribe, treated by wise men with the utmost scorn 
and contempt; but rather wonder, when I observe 
gentlemen in the country, rich enough to servo the 
nation in Parliament, poring in Partridge’s Almanack 
to find out the events of the year at homo and abroad, 
not daring to propose a hunting-match tiU Gadbury or 
he have fixed the weather. 

I will allow cither of the two I have mentioned, or 
any other of the fraternity, to be not only astrologers, 
but conjurers too, if I do not produce a hundred 
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inslnncos in nil IlinirnlmnTini'ks lo convinon aiiA* rcnsoii- 
al>li' innn llinl niP}Mlfni5>{ W) nnu'ii ns luulor.stmK'l cojuinon 
piTiininnr niul syntax; ilial tlipy arn iiot nblc to spcfl 
any word out of ilio rond, nor even in iboir 

pivfntvs writo coinnion pmisp or Intolli^ildo English. 
Thrn for tlndr ohsor rat ions njid prodiotions, Ihoy nro 
snrh ns will ('(jnnlly snii, any ago or country in (he 
world. "Tins month a cortnin groat person will ho 
thrc.'dcnrsl with do.nth or siclcnc«s.’’ Tin's the ncw.s- 
papors will (ell tlioni; for there nro find at (ho end of 
(ho TO.ar that no month passes asithont tho death of 
some ivorsn n.of unto ; and it would he Imnl if it should 
\y' otherwise, when ihore an' at least two (hous.aaul 
porsons of note in this kingdom, many of them old, 
and the nlmaniicknnakcr has (ho liberty of choosing 
the sickliest se.ason of tho year whore ho m.ay fix his 
prediction. Ag.aiTi. “This month an eminent clergym.an 
will ho preferred ; ” of arhieh thero may he snmo 
hundreds, half of them with one foot, in the grave. 
Then “such .a jilanet in such n house "shows groat 
machinations, plots, .and eonspirnciei, (hat may in time 
lx* hnnight to light after wliich, if wo hear of any dis- 
covery. the nsirologer gets the honnnr; if not, his pre- 
diction still stands good. And at last, “God pre.serve 
King William from nil his open and secret enemic.s, 
Amen.” 'When if the King should happen to havo died, 
the astrologer plainly foretold it ; otherwise it passes 
hut for tho pious ejaculation of a loyal subject; though 
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uliWi I ^^!0^\•<Hl irt sfimo fru’nd< tunny inoiilhs boforo 
tboy Imppi-tiod — tlin< is. I gave th(’m jvtpers spnlfd tip, 
in ojwiv rvt sw'li n timn. afior vrlitcb tboy were .at liberty 
to n'.td tli'.-m: .ntidtbcn* (hoyftmtid iny prodiclions trni* 
in OM'ry nrlielo, on'ci>t one or two very ininnte. 

As for the few f<dh»v.-ing predictions I now offer the 
world, I forlwiro to pnblisb ibein till I bnd pomsed llio 
f-evcml nlinntir'.eks for the year we an' now entered on. 
I find {item nil in the nsnal strain, .tiul I Iv.'g tlie reader 
will eoinpnre their manner with mine. And Jiero I 
make Itohljo JcHjhe world that I hay the whole en'dit 
of my art npon th.e tmth of those pmUetious; .and I 
will l>o oentent that P.artridpe. and the rest of his cl.ait, 
may hoot me for u ehe.at and impostor if I fail iti any 
single jiartienhar of menient. I belieae any man arbo 
re.ads tins paper aril! look njKin me to K' at le.ast .a 
I-ierson of as mueb luin"sty and niuh’r-.tatnling as a 
cninmon maker of nlntanneke. I do not Inrk in the 
dark; I am not wholly nnknown in the world; I linve 
set my name .at letigtb, to be a jnark of infam}' to 
mankiml, if they sh.all find I deceive tliem. 

In one thine: I must dedro to he forgiven, th.at I t.all: 
more sparingly of home nffnirs. As it will l>e im* 
pnidcnee to discoTcr secret.s of Slate, so it would 1» 
dangenius to my person; but in smaller matters, and 
that arc not of public cou'^equenee, I sb.all Ive very free ; 
nnd the tmth of my conjectures will ns much appc.ar 
from those as the others. As for the most signal events 
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abroad, in Prance, Flanders, Italy, and Spain, I sLnll 
mate no scruple to predict them in plain terms. Some 
of them are of imporlanec, and I hojje I shall seldom 
mistake the day they ■will happen; therefore I think 
good to inform the reader that I all along make use of 
the Old Style ohserved in England, -which I desire ho 
■will compare -with that of the nc-wspapers at the time 
they relate the actions I mention. 

I must add one -word more. I know it hath been 
the opinion of several of the learned, who think well 
enough of tlio true art of astrologj', that the stars 
do only incline, and not force the actions or wills 
of men, and therefore, however I may proceed 
by right rules, yet I cannot in prudence so con- 
fidently assure the events will follow exactly as I 
predict them. 

I hope I have maturely considered this objection, 
which in some cases is of no little weight. For 
example : a man may, by the influence of an over- 
ruling planet, be disposed or inclined to lust, rage, or 
avarice, and yet by the forco of reason overcome that 
bad influence ; and this was the case of Socrates. But 
as the great events of the world usually depend npou 
numbers of men, it cannot bo expected they should all 
■unite to cross their inclinations from pursuing a general 
design wherein they unanimously agree. Besides, the 
influence of the stars reaches to many actions and 
events which are not any way in the power of reason. 
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goldsmith in Lomhiird Street. I conld mention otlicr.s, 
hotli at homo and abroad, if I did not consider it is 
of vcrj' little use or instruction to the re-idci', or to the 
■world. 

As to public affairs; On the 7th of this month there 
■will bo an insurrection in Dauphinj’, occasioned bv tho 
oppressions of tho peoide, ■wliich will not be quieted in 
some months. 

On tlie 15th will be a violent stonn on tho south-east 
coast of Franco, which will destroy many of thoir ships, 
and some in tho very harbour. 

Tho 19th will be famous for tho revolt of a whole 
imovinco or kingdom, cxcciding ono city, by which tho 
affairs of a certain prince in the Alliance will take a 
bettor face. 

Jlfni/, against common conjcctnrcs, will be no very 
busy month iu Europe, but very signal for tho death 
of tho Dauphin, which ■will liappon on tho 7th, after a 
short fit of sickness, and grievous torments with tho 
strangury. Ho dies less lamented by tho Court than 
the kingdom. 

On tho 9th a Marshal of Franco will break his log 
by a fall from his horse. I have not been able to 
discover whether ho ■\vill then die or not. 

\ C.On tho 11th will begin a most important siogo, which 
' tho eyes of all Europe will be npon^: I cannot be more 
particular, for in relating affairs that so nearly concern 
tho Confederates, and consequently this kingdom, I am 
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forced to coiifmo inypi'lf for m'veral rt'n'oii'^ vorj* ob- 
YiOiK to tlic render. 

Ou tbe l.'ith iiew*^ -will arrive of a ven' Mirjm'-liig^ 
event, tlian nvliudi iiotliinir could be more UTiexiWH-ted. 

On tbe IPtb ibree noble I'ldic^ of tin*, kinijtloin will, 
•ngnin'it nil csjM’ctnlion, ptv've witli child. Ui the preat 
joy of tlii'ir bn'-bnnd-. 

On tbe Cdnl a f.nnious buffoon of tb.e jdayliou^c vrill 
die .n ridirnloui dentb, snit-nble to Id*, vix’.ntion. 

June. Tliis month will be di'-tio'ruidicd ,nt honm by 
the nttor di'^persitip of tbo<e ridieuhm*; deluded en- 
thusiasts commonly cnllM the Projdiets. ocensioned 
chiefiy by seeinir the time come tliat matiy of their 
|irnjd:pcies should Ik- fnlfdlod, and then fiiulinp them* 
.selvc' decejvetl by contrary events. It is inde.>d to b-' 
ndmir’sl hoav nny d-'ceirer can !>•* tj ive.ak to foretell 
ihincs n- .ar nt hand, wl.en n very ferr months mnst of 
necessity discover tl;e imj»os;or to .nl! the vrnrld ; in thi-* 
point ]e-s prudent tlian common almatnclt.mr.hers, who 
Bre so wise fn wonder in cein'raK. nnd talk dnbionslv, 
and leave to the reader fhe bii'ine-s of iHi*'qin'tinp. 

Oil tbe Is{ of this mouth a rreneh peneral will 
Ik' killed by a random slmt of a c.annon-ball. 

On the dth a fin* will bn'.ak out in th'* snbnrbs <if 
P.aris, wldeb will destn>y above a thousand hotisi-s. and 
s-efm.4 tn Ivs the forebudintr of what will liappii, to the 
.suqtri'eof .nil Punipe, nlr^tut the I'ud of the follovviiip 
mnnth. 
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On tlie lOtli a great Ijattle "vnll be fouglit, ivMcb 
•will begin at four of the clock in the afternoon, and 
last till nine at night -witb great obstinacy, but no very 
decisive event. I shall not name the place, for the 
reasons aforesaid, but the commanders on each left 
wing -will be killed. I see bonfires and hoar the noise 
of guns for a victory. 

On the 14th there will bo a false report of the 
French king’s death. 

On the 20th Cardinal Portocarero ■will die of a 
dysentery, witb great suspicion of poison, but the 
report of liis intention to revolt to King Charles ■wiU 
prove false. 

July. The 6th of this month a certain general wiU, 
by a glorious action, recover the reputation he lost by 
former misfortunes. 

On the 12th a great commander will die a prisoner 
in the hands of his enemies. 

On the 14th a shameful discovery -will be made of 
a French Jesuit giving poison to a great foreign 
general; and when he is put to the torture, -will 
make wonderful discoveries. 

In short, this will prove a month of great action, if I 
might have liberty to relate the particulars. 

At home, the death of an old famous senator will 
happen on the 15th ‘at his country house, worn with 
ago and diseases. 

But that which will make this month memorable to 
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nil j>o?(mty 5s Iho death of the Freiieli kinp.. Lonis 
the Fourtoeiilh, after a week’s siekiiess at ]Marli. which 
will hapjx'u on the COlh, alwut six o'clock in (he 
cvcniiisr. It secnis to he an ofiVot of the pool in his 
stomach, followotl by a flux. And in three diiv.s after 
ifonsieur Ciiamillnnl will follow his master, dyinp 
.‘•ndilcnly of an a^hijilexy. 

In thi'i month likewi'^e an ninhassaile.r will die in 
Londoti. hilt I cannot a^'-ipn the day. 

Tito nff.airs of Fratice will seem to .^nfrer 
no clmnpe for a while nnder the Duke of Bnrpnndy’.s 
•administration; hut thepcniustliat nnimntetl the whole 
machine Iv'inp pone, will he (ho canso of miphty (nms 
.and revolutions in the fidlowinp ye.ar. The new kinp 
makes yet little chnnpo eitlier in the army nr the 
Ministra', hnt the liheK ap.ainst his prandfather. that 
tly nl*on; his vera- Conrf, pive him nne.aHiness. 

I stsx j.;i cxjiress in mighty Jiast-', nrith joy tind 
wonder, in his loiks. .arrivinp hy i'n’.ak of day on the 
C'?th of this month, Ii.avlnp travelled in three d.ays .a 
TiTvidipious journey hy hand and so.n. In iJjp eveninp I 
h* nr K'lK and pm*', and see the hlnr.inp of a thon-smil 
honfires, 

A yemnp admiral of nohle birth does likewiM* this 
month pain immori.a] hnnonrha a preaf .aeiiievemeiit. 

The affairs of Folnnd an* this month ent indy set thsl; 
Anpistus n-siims his pretensions which lie had apnin 
taken nji for some time : S(ain«Inus js jicaceahly 
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possessed of llio tliroiie, nnd tlio King of Sweden 
dcclnres for the emperor. 

I cannot, omit ono particular accident lioro at home : 
that near the end of this month inncli mischief will he 
done at Bartholomew Fair by the fall of a booth. 

September. Tliis month begins with a vorj- suiprising 
tit of frosty weather, which will last near twelve days. 

The Pope, having long languished last mouth, the 
swellings in his logs breaking, and the flesh mortif j-iug, 
■will die on the 11th instant ; and in three weeks’ time, 
after a mighty contest, be succeeded by a cardinal of 
the Imperial faction, but native of Tuscany, who is 
now about sixty-one years old. 

The French army acts now wholly on the defensive, 
strongly fortified in their trenches, and the young 
French king sends overtures for a treaty of peace by 
the Duke of hluntua ; wliich, because it is a matter of 
.State that concerns us here at liomo, I shall speak no 
farther of it. 

I shall add but ono prediction more, nnd that in 
mystical terras, which shall bo included in a verse out 
of Vii'gil — 

Alter critjam Tethys, ct allem quee vchat Argo 
Dcicclos Hcrocis. 

Upon the 25th day of this month, the fulfilling of 
this prediction -will bo manifest to everybody. 

Tliis is the farthest I have proceeded in my 
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wltnlaiinn*; for ilio present rear. Ido not pwiend llmt 
tlii’-!' nrc nil llio pronl ovonfa vrliicli will Imppi-ii in <hii 
jv^rioil, l>:ii tlinl <ho-o 1 have pot down will infnllildy 
cOTi'.o to p.i*--. It will jH'rli.'ijx “itill lo' olijooiod why I 
havo not, •-jwkon now pnrtioul.nrly of nfT.airp nt homo, nr 
of tho pncoo'.s of our nmiio-J nhrond. whirh I inigiit. 
nud could very Inrpoly have dmio; hut tho-o in power 
have widely di'counp'd men from nio<ldlini: in jtuhlio 
couooru''. and I w.-vp ro'^olvoil hy no moaup to pivo (ho 
lo.-.M nffoin'o. This I will vontnrv' to wy, (hat it will 
lx' c. plorious ciiup.iipn for (ho Allies, wherein (ho 
English forces, Imth hy .«oa and land, will have (heir 
full plinro of honour; that Her Mnjopty Qiwon Anne 
will coutinuo in health nnd pmsprity; ntul (Imtno ill 
accident will arrive (o any in (ho chief Jlinislry. 

As to tho partionlar events I have mentioned, the 
readers may judge hy the fnlfiUinp of them, whether I 
am on (ho level with comnum nstmlopers, who, with 
an old paltry cant, and a few pothooks for plniiet-s, to 
amuse (ho a-ulpar. have, in my opinion, too long been 
snffoTvd to c.huse the world. Bat nu honest physician 
ought not to Ih’ despised lioeanso there arc sneh things 
as monutehanks. I hope I have some share of reputa- 
tion, which I would not willingly forfeit for a frolic or 
liumour; nnd 1 believe no pentlemaii who reads (his 
jiajvjr will look upon it to lie of tho same ca.st or mould 
with (he common acrihhlers llml are every day hawked 
aliout. Jfy fortune has placed me above the little 
c— 19 
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regard of Bcribblrng for a few peucc, -wliicli I noitlior 
vahio nor vrnnt ; flioreforo, lot no ■wise man loo liastily 
coiidomn 11ns essay, inlondcd for a good design, to 
cultivate and improve an ancient art long in disgrace, 
by Itaving fallen into mean and nnskilfnl bands. A 
little time ivill dctorinino ivbetlicr I bavo deceived 
others or myself ; and I think jt is no very nnrcasoii- 
ablo request that men ■would please to suspend their 
judgments till then. I was once of the opiiiion witli 
those who despise all predictions from the stars, fill in 
tlio year lOSG a man of quality showed mo, written in 
his album, that the most learucd astronomer, Captain 

H , assured him, ho would never believe anj'iiiing 

of the stars’ influence if there wore not a great revolu- 
tion in England in the year IGSS. Since that time I 
began to have other thoughts, 4nd after cigliteon years' 
diligent study and application, I think I have no 
reason to repent of my pains^’ I shall detain the 
reader no longer than to lot him know that the account 
I design to give of next year’s events shall take in the 
principal affairs that happen in Europe ; and if I be 
denied the liberty of offering it to my own counti-y, I 
sliall appeal ,to the learned world, by publishing it in 
Latin, and gmng order to have it printed in Holland. 
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THE ACCO^rPLlSnMEXT OF THE FIHST 
OF MR. BTCKERSTAFF5 PREDICTIONS; 

Bekco av Accovnt or ritr. Dr..vTn or Mn. PAnTiiinor. 
•ntr At Ji.iNACK-M.vKi r. irox thk 29th i.v!.t.vnt. 

Jr. (t I/fttcr to r, Prr.'cn of Iforovr ; If'ritfrn in the Ytar 
ITC'S. 


My Lord, — ol'ctlionc" 1o your lonl?lnp’8 coiii- 
inaiid^. 08 iri'll os in salKfy my ovru curiosify. I liovo 
for somo tl.iys p-isi ijujuirotl constantly after Pnrfridpo 
the .olmonaclc.molror, of wliom U vvns foretold hi Mr. 
BiclTi'rvl.nfTs prodictions, imldi’^lit’d aliout o inontli opo, 
tlint ho .‘^hould die Ih*' 2?th hi*-l.aiit, ahont cloven nt 
nipht. of .0 rapinp fever. I hod tome sort of knowledpe 
of him when I mas cmployi d in the Revenue, hce.auso 
he used every yc.ar to preo-nt me with Jiis olmoiinck, ns 
ho did other pentlemen, upon llm score of t^imo litllo 
pramity we pave liim. I Fnw him occidenlnlly oiico or 
twice nVmt ten d.ovs l>*'fore lie died, and ohserved lie 
liepan very much to drewp and loiipuish, thouph I hear 
his friends did not seem to npprehend him in any 
danper. Aliont two or three d.ays ago ho grow ill, was 
confined first to his ehamher, and in o few hours after 
to his bed, where Dr. Case and Mrs. Kirleus were sent 
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for, to visit and to prescribe to liim. Upon tins intclli- 
gonco I sent tlirico every day one servant or other to 
inquire after bis health ; and yesterday, about four in 
the afternoon, -n-ord Mas brought me that he ivas past 
hoi)cs; upon Mhich, I prevailed with mysolf to go and 
SCO him, partly out of commiseration, and I confess, 
partly out of curiosity. Ho knew mo very well, seemed 
surprised at my condescension, and made me compli- 
ments npon it as well as he conld in tho condition ho 
was. Tho people about him said he had been for somo 
time delirious ; but when I saw him, ho had his under- 
standing as well as ever I knew,' and spoke strong and 
hearty, without any seeming nneasiness or constraint-' 
After I had told him how sony I was to see him in 
those melancholy circumstances, and said somo other 
civilities suitable to the occasion, I desired him to toll 
mo freely and ingenuously, whether the predictions Sir. 
Bickerstaff had published relating to his death had 
not too much affected and worked on his imagination. 
Ho confessed ho had often had it in his head, but never 
with mucli apprehension, till about a fortnight before ; 
since which time it had tho pcrpotn|il possession of his 
mind and thoughts, and ho did verily believe was tho 
true natural cause of his present distemper: “For,” 
said he, “ I am thoroughly persuaded, and I think I 
have very good reasons, that Mr. Bickerstaff spoke al- 
together by guess, and knew no more what will happen 
this year than I did myself.” I told liim his discourse 
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s«Tiiri=Pil iiip, nntl I would lu' plncl ho wore in a slaU- 
of lioaHli lo 1)0 al)lo lo toll ino what wasou he had to 
he onjiritiood of Sir. BickorstaiTs ipioratice. Ho re- 
plied, I am a jvoor, ipnorant follow, hrod to a incan 
trade, yet I liavo ‘scjipo enough to kTiow that all pro- 
iouco'« of forotolliug hy astrology are deceits, for this 
manifest roasoii, hocnu«o the wise and the Icarnrd, who 
can only know whothor then' ho any truth in (his 
scionco, do all unanimously agree to langh at and 
do-s|)ise it ; and none hut tho poor ignorant vulgar give 
it any crtslit, and that only njwn tho wonl of s-uoh 
filly wretches as I and my follows, who can hardly 
write or road." I then nsloal him why he had not cal- 
eulntcd his oavn nativity, to sec whether it agreed with 
BiekerslatTs predietion. at which he shook his head 
and said, “ Oh. sir. this jq no time for jesting, hut for 
repenting those fooleries, ns I do now from tho very 
hotfom of my heart." •’ By what I can gather from 
yon.” said 1 . “the ohservations and predictions you 
j»rinted witli yonr almanacks were mere impositions on 
tho iwijde." He replied. " If it were otherwise I 
fihouhl have the less to answer for. Wo have a 
wmmon form for all those things; ns to foretelling tho 
aventher, we never meddle with (hat, htit leave it to tho 
printer, who t.akes it out of any old almanack ns ho 
thinks fit ; the rest was my own invention, to make my 
almanack sell, having a wife (o maintain, and no other 
w.ay to get my hre.ad; for mending old shoes is a poor 
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livelihood ; and,” added he, sighing, “ I vrish I may not 
have done more miscliiof by my physic than my astro- 
logy; though I had some good receipts from my 
grandmother, and my own compositions were such as I 
thought conld at least do no hurt.” 

I had some other disconrse Tvith him, which now I 
cannot call to mind ; (and I fear I have already tired 
your lordship I shall only add one circumstance, that 
on his dcath-hed ho declared himself a Nonconformist, 
and had a fanatic preacher to bo liis spiritual guide. 
After half an hour’s conversation I took my leave, 
being half stifled by the closeness of the room. I 
imagined ho could not hold out long, and therefore 
withdrew to a little coffcc-honso hard by, leaving a 
servant at the house with orders to come immodiatelj" 
and tell me, as nearly ns ho could, the minute when 
Partridge should expire, which was not above two 
hours after, when, looking upon my watch, I found it 
to lie above five minutes after seven ; by which it is 
clear that Mr. Bickerstalf was mistaken almost four 
hours in his calcidation. In the other circumstances 
ho was exact enough. But whether ho has not boon the 
cause of this poor man’s death, as wcU as the predictor, 
may bo verj' reasonably diqmtcd. However, it must 
be confessed the matter is odd enough, whether wo 
should endeavour to account for it by chance, or the 
effect of imagination. For my own part, though I 
believe no man has less faith in these matters, yet I 
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'ali.’vll Trail Tvitli ‘jniup iinpationoc, and not wilhoul souk' 
t'\|x'cla(ion, tlic fulfillinir of Mr. BickcrsiafT’s aocoitd 
pmliction. tknt Jlu' Canliiial do Xoaillos is lo dio vipon 
Jill' 4 tlt of April, and if that slioidd be vorifiod ns 
('X.artly .ns this of poor P.nrtridpo, I nuisl oum I should 
1 h' Tvliolly sur]>rised, and n( a lo's, and ahonld infallibly 
expect tl'.o nccoinplislimont of nil the rest. 


BAUCIS .VXD PHILEMOX. 

Jruititrd fror' the J}hhth J}pnl r/ Orid, 


Ik nneient liiiic«, ns story tolls, 

The saints Trinild often Iran) their cells, 
And t-lroll about, bnt hide their qnnlity. 
To try pofsl jHvipIe’s liospifnlity. 

It hnpj»oncd on n Trinter nipht, \ 

As nuthors of the Icpend Tvritc, ’ 

Ttvo lirolher hermits, s.ninis b}’ trndo, 
Taking their tour in niasfjncmdo, 
Dispnifed in tnttere<I hnbifs. went 
To n small vill.*ipc doim in Kent ; 
■When?, in the strollers’ canting Htmin, 
They fnnn door to door in vniii ; 

Tried every tone niipht pity Tvin, 

Bui not a soul n-ould let them in. 
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Onr wandering sniids in woeful state, 
Treated at tins ungodly rate, 

Haring tLrongh all flic Tillage passed, 
To a small cotlagc came at last, 

"VVliere dwelt a good honest old yeoman, 
Called, in the neighhourhood, Philemon, 
Who kindly did these saints invito 
In his poor lint to jmss the night ; 

And then the hospitable Sire 
Bid goody Baucis mend the fii'c ; 

Wliilo lie from out the chimney took 
A flitch of bacon off the hook. 

And freely from the fattest side 
Cut out. large slices to ho fried ; 

Then stopped aside to fetch ’em drink, 
Pilled a largo jng up to the brink. 

And saw it fairly twice go ronud ; 

Yet (what is wonderful) they fo\md 
’Twos still replenished to the to^}. 

As if they ne’er had touched a drop 
The good old couple wore amaxed, 

And often on each other gazed ; 

Por both were frightened to the heart, 

And jnst began to cry, ^What art ! 

Tlien softly turned aside to view. 
Whether the lights were burning blue. 
The gentle pilgrims soon aware on’t. 
Told ’em their calling, and their errant ; 
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“ Good folks, you need not Iks afr.aid, 

"Wo nro but saints,” tlio licrmits snid ; 

“ I7o hurt sliall eoiuo to you or yours ; 

But, for tli.at pack of ebnrlish boors. 

Not fit to live on Christian ground, 

They and their houses shall bo drowned ; 
"Wlnlst you shall see yonr cottago rise, 

And grow a church before your eyes.” 

Tliey Ecarco had spoke; when fair and soft, 
Tlio roof began to mount aloft ; 

Aloft rose every beam and rafter, 

Tlio heavy wall climbed slowly after. 

Tlio ehimney widened, and grew higher, 
Became a steeple with a spire. 

The kettle to the fop was hoist. 

And there stood fastened to a joist ; 

But with the upside down, to show 
Its inclination for below. 

In v.ain ; for a superior force 
Applied at bottom, stops its coarse, 

Doomed ever in suspense to dwell, 

'Tis now no kettle, but a bell. 

A wooden jack, which had almost 
Lost, by disuse, the art to roast, 

A sudden alteration feels. 

Increased by new intestine wheels ; 

And wh.at exalts the wonder more, 

The number made the motion slower. 
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Tho flyer, tlioiigli ’t had leaden feet, 

Tamed round so quick, you scarce could sco ’t ; 
But slackened by some secret power. 

Now hardly moves an inch an hour. 

Tho jack and chimney near allied. 

Had never left each other’s side ; 

Tho chimney to a steoplo grown, 

Tho jack would not ho left alone ; 

But up against tho steeple reared. 

Became a clock, and still adliorcd ; 

And still its love to household cares 
By a shrill voice at noon declares. 

Warning tho cook-maid not to bum 
That roast meat wliich it cannot turn. 

Tho groaning chair began to crawl, 

Like a huge snail along tho wall ; 

There stuck aloft in priblic view ; 

And ^vith small change a pulpit grew. 

Tho porringers, that in a row 
Hung high, and made a glittering show, 

To a loss noble substance changed. 

Wore now but .leathern buckets ranged. 

The ballads pasted on tho wall. 

Of Joan of Branco, and English Moll, 

Fair Hosamond, and Robin Hood, 

The Little Children in the Wood, 

Now seemed to look abundance better. 

Improved in pictiire, size, and letter j 
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And luph in order placed, describe 
Tbe lieraldry of cverj' tribe. 

A Ix’dste.ad of tbo antique inode. 
Compact of timl>er, many a load, 

Snell ns our ancestors did iit-e, 

"Was iiietnni orid>os( Ml into j>c\r.s: 

TVTiich still ibeir ancient nature keep, 
By lodging folks disposed to sleep. 

The cottage, by sncli fe.ats as tlicsc, 
Grovni to a cliurcb by just degrees, 

Tlic hermit.s tben desired tboir host 
To ask for irbat he faneied most. 
Philemon haring paused a while, 
Rctunwl 'em tlianks in homely stylo ; 
Then said, “ ify house is grown so fine, 
Mf'think.s I still would call it mine ; 

I'm old. and fain would live at e.a«o, 
M.akc mo the Parson, if you please.” 

lie sjioke. and prescnlly ho feels 
His grarierV cast fall down his heels; 
lie sees, jet hardly can lielicve, 

About each arm a pudding sleeve ; 

Ilis wr.isleonf to a c.assock grew. 

And Iwth assumed n sable lino ; 

But being old, continncil jiL«t 
As thread-liane, and ns full of dnsl. 

His talk w.as now of tithes and diic.s ; 
He smoked his jdpc and read the now.s ; 
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Kno^v how to preach old sermons next, 
Vamped in the preface and tho text ; 

At cliristenings well could act his part, 

And had tho service aU by heart ; 

Wished women might have children fast. 
And thought whoso sow had farrowed last 
Against Dissenters would repine. 

And stood up fitm for Right divine. 

Found his head filled with many a system, 

But classic authors, he ne’er missed ’em 

Tims having furbished up a parson, 

Dame Baucis next they played their farce on 
Instead of home-spun coifs were seen 
Good pinners edg’d with colberteen ; 

Her petticoat transformed apace. 

Became black satin flounced with lace. 

Plain Goody would no longer down, 

’Twas Madam, in her grogram gown. 
Philemon was in groat surprise. 

And hardly could believe liis eyes. 

Amazed to see lior look so prim ; 

And she admired as much at him. 

Thus, happy in thoir change of life. 

Were several years this man and wife; 
Wlion on a day, which proved thoir last. 
Discoursing o’er old stories past, 

They wont by chance amidst thoir talk, 

To tho church yard to take a walk; 
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"Wlicn Bancis Lastily cried ont, 

“ My dear, I see yoiir forehead 5j>rout ! ” 
Spront,” quoth the man, " what’s this yon 
fell ns?” 

I hope you don’t holiove me jealous, 

But yet, metliinhs, I feel it tnio ; 

And really, yours is budding too 

jSTay, now I cauuot stir my foot; 

It feels as if ’tworo taking root.” 

Description woidd hut tiro my Muse ; 

In short, they both were turned to Tows. 

Old Goodman Dobson of the green 
Romembers ho the trees has soon ; 

Blo’U talk of them from noon till night, 

And goes with folks to show the sight ; 

On Sundays, after croning prayer. 

He gathers nil the parish there. 

Points out the place of cither Tow : 

Here Baucis, there Philemon grow. 

Till once a i^nrson of our town. 

To mend his bam, cut Baucis down ; 

At wliich, ’tis hard to be believed 
How much the other tree was grieved, 

Grew scrubby, died a-top, was stunted : 

So the nest parson stubbed and burnt it. 
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LOGlGliua bavo but ill defined 
As rational, tbo bumnn kind ; 

Reason, they say, belongs to man, 

But let them prove it, if they can. 

Wise Aristotle and Smiglcsius, 
Bv- mtiooinations specious, 

Have strove to prove ■with great precision, 
With definition and division. 

Homo est raiionc pradiium ; 

But, for my soul, I cannot credit ’em. 

And must, in spite of them, maintain 
That man and all bis ■ways are vain ; 

And that tins boasted lord of nature 
Is both a weak and erring creature^ 

That instinct is a surer guide 
Than reason-boasting mortals pride ; 

And, that brute beasts are far before ’em, 
Sens est anima hrutorum. 

Whoever knew an honest brute. 

At law his neighbour prosecute. 

Bring action for assault and battery, 

Or friend beguile with lies and flattery ? 
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O’er plains tlicj" ramble unconfined, 

Jfo politics disturb tlieir mind; 

They cat tlieir meals, and tabc their sport, 
17or kuorr rrlio’s in or out at court. 

They ncyer to the Icyeo go 
To treat as dearest friend a foe ; 

They ncyer importime his grace, 

ITor oyer cringe to men in place ; 

ICor undertake a dirty job, 
ifor dray the qnill to \yrife for Bob. 
Fraught irith invcctiyo they ne’er go 
To folks at Paternoster Koy ; 

27o judges, fiddlers, dancing-masters, 

Ko pickpockets, or poetasters 
Are knoyn to honest quadrupeds : 

17o single brute his felloys leads. 

Brutes never meet in bloody fray, 

Kor cut each others’ throats for pay. 

Of boasts, it is confessed, the ape 
Comes nearest us in human shape ; 

Like man, he imitates each fashion, 

And malice is his ruling passion : 

But, both in malice and grimaces, 

A courtier any ape surpasses. 

Behold him humbly cringing yait 
Upon the minister of state ; 

Ticy him, soon after, to inferiors 
Aping the conduct of superiors : 
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He promises, witli equal air. 

And to perform takes eqnal care. 

He, in his turn, finds imitators. 

At court the porters, lacqu ers, waiters 
Their masters’ manners still contract. 
And footmen, lords, and dukes can act. 
Thus, at the court, "both great and small 
Behave alike, for all ape all. 
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The life of man to represent, 

And turn it all to ridicule. 

Wit did a puppet-show invent, 

Whore the chief actor is a fool. 

The gods of old were logs of wood. 

And worship was to puppets paid; 

In antic dress the idol stood. 

And priests and people bowed the head. 

Ho wonder then, if art began 
The simple votaries to frame. 

To shape in timber foolish man, 

And consecrate the block to fame. 
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From licnce pocHc fancy learned 
That trees might rise from human forms 

The hody to a frnnk ho tnnied, 

And branches issue from the arms. 

Thus Dffidahis and Omd too, 

That man’s a blochhcad havo confessed, 

Powel and Stretch*' the hint piirsuc ; 

Life is tlio farce, the world a jest. 

The same great truth South Sea hath proved 
On that famed theatre, the ally, 

Wliorc thousands by directors moved 
Are now sad nionmncnts of folly . 

■What Momus was of old to J ovo 
The same harlequin is now ; 

The former was bulEoon above, 

The latter is a Punch below. 

Tliis fleeting scene is but a stage, 

■Where various images appear. 

In different parts of youth and ago 
Alike tho prince and peasant share. 

Some draw our eyes by being great, 

False pomp conceals mere wood within, 

And legislators rang’d in state 
Are oft but ■wisdom in machine. 


Two puppet-show men. 
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A stock may chance to wear a crown, 

And timber as a lord take place, 

A statne may put on a frown, 

And cheat ns with a thinking face. 

Others are blindly led away, 

And made to act for ends unknown, 
By the mere spring of wires they play. 
And speak in language not their own. 

Too oft, alas ! a scolding wife 
Usurps a jolly follow’s throne, 

And many drink the cup of life 
Mix’d and embitter’d by a J oan. 

In short, whatever men pursue 
Of pleasure, folly, war, or love, 

This mimic-race brings all to view. 

Alike they dress, they talk, they move. 

Go on. great Stretch, with artful hand, 
Mortals to please and to deride, 

And when death breaks thy vital band 
Thou sholt put on a puppet’s pride. 

Thou shalt in puny wood be shown, • 
Thy image shall preserve thy fame. 
Ages to come thy worth shall own. 

Point at thy limbs, and tell thy name. 
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Tell Tom lip draws n fareo in ^•n^n, 
Before ho loots in nainre’s glass ; 
Pnns cannof form a wiify scone, I'; 

Nor jiod.anlry for humour jiass.l: 

To make luon act ns senseless wooil, 
And challor in a myslic (drain, 

Is a mere force on flesh and hlootl. 

And shows some ermr in ihe hrnin. 

Ho Hint would Ihus refine on ihco, 

And lum Ihy .s<.nge into a school, 

The jest of Punch will e^er ho. 

And stand confee-sod the greater fool. 


CADENUS Y^VNESSA. 

'Wriltnt Anno 1713, 


The sheplienls and the rn’inplis wero soon 
Pleading iK'fore tlm C}7Jr)nn Quoon. 

The counsel for the fair began 
Accusing the false creature, man. 

The brief with weighty crimes was charged, 
On which tlio ple.ader much enlarged; 

That Cui>id now has lost his art, 
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Or blunts tbo point of ovory dart; 

His altar norr no longer smokes ; 

His mother’s aid no youth invokes — 

This tempts free-thinkers to refine, 

And bring in doubt their povrcrs di^'iuo, 
Horv loTO is dTrindlcd to intrigue, 

And marriage grown a money-league. 
Which crimes aforesaid (with her leave) 
Were (as ho humbly did conceive) 

Against our Sovereign Lady’s peace. 
Against the statutes in that case, 

Against her dignity and crown : 

Then prayed an answer and sat down. 

Tlie nymphs with scorn beheld their foes : 
When the defendant’s counsel rose, 

And, what no lawyer ever lacked. 

With impudence owned all the fact. 

But, what the gentlest heart would vox. 
Laid all the fault on t’other sex. 

That modem love is no such thing 
As what those ancient poets sing ; 

A fire celestial, chaste, refined. 

Conceived and kindled in the mind. 

Which having foimd an equal flame. 

Unites, and both become tbo same. 

In different breasts together burn. 

Together both to ashes turn. 
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But wonu'u T\ov!' f<H>l no sueli fm\ 

Ami only kmnv Hio doeiro; 

Tlif'jr ]tt‘i<iioiis niovp in lovror splioni’-j, _ 
Wln'ri'Vr raprio?' or folly stoor'. 

A do'r. n jv.rM!, or nn ni>\ 

Or Mimo vTor'i'' Imvio in Imunti sliajw' 
BnoT'^'-s tln> fnn<''i*'S of 11i<' fnjr. 

The for.' f-ofl momonl'- llioy ran K].>aro 
From v^s;t^ to n’criw and ]ny, 

From ‘■"amlnl. juditio, and piny, 

Frs'iii fnn-J. ami flonnoi**:, and limrndo?, 

From mjnijwci' and pnrl;*}vnr.idft-, 

Frvmi nil tli<* Iti'iu-vid foinnlo to\p, 

From o\rry trino (Imt Mnjdoyn 
Tiio out nr liifMi' of flimr In'nds 
Ikivri'^n ilndr tollf'*.'; and tlwir l«'d«;. 

In n dull .<>tr. nm, \Tidcli. mnvinj: plow, 
Ton hardly thn c:jtT''nf {low. 

If n pmnll Im''-;*' rdi‘-tmc?'» llio courso. 

It irliirlp ahrm! for vr.ant of form. 

And in it*, iinmin' cirvdo pailtrrs 
Ivtitliin:: hut rhaff, nnd ftra\v;. nml fcntliprs 
Thn eunrut of a fcmnlt* ndnd 
Fto{>^ tlum, nnd tum< witli nvery wind ; 
*1101*4 whirling; round, topoihcr drawn 
Foolt, fojK, and mkn<. for rlinff.and atraws. 

llonm wi* coiirltidr, no womon’R lioartn 

Aro won liy virliu', wit, and pari*-; 
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ITor are the men of seuso to blame 
For breasts incapable of flame : 

The fault must on the nymphs be placed, 
Grovm so corrupted in their taste. 

The pleader having spolce his best. 

Had uutness ready to attest. 

Who fairly could on oath depose, 

Wlien questions on the fact arose. 

That every article was true ; 

Nor further those ^ponents hnew : 
Therefore ho humbly would insist, 

The bill might bo with costs dismissed. 

The cause appeared of so much weight. 
That Venus from the judgment-seat 
Desired them not to talk so loud, 

Else she must interpose a cloud : 

For if the heavenly folk should know 
These pleadings in the Comts below, 

That mortals here disdain to love, 

She ne’er could show her face above. 

For gods, their betters, are too wise 
To value that which men despise. 

“ And then,” said she, “ my son and I 
Must stroll in air ’twixt earth and sky : 
Or else, shut out from heaven and earth. 
Fly to the sea, my place of birth ; 

There live with daggled mermaids pent. 
And keep on fish perpetual Lent.” 
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And so slio did, and then a tliird, 

Sbo heard it — there she kept her "word ; 
But Tvith rejoinders and replies, 

Long hills, and answers, stuffed with lies 
Demur, imparlance, and cssoign. 

The parties ne’er could issue join : 

For sixteen years the cause was spun. 
And then stood where it first begun. 

Now, gentle Clio, sing or say. 

What Venus meant by this delay. 

The goddess, much perplexed in mind. 

To see her empire thus declined, 

When first this grand debate arose 
Above her wisdom to compose, 

Conceived a project in her head, 

To work her ends ; wliich, if it sped, 
Woidd show the merits of the causo 
Far better thou consulting laws. 

In a glad hour Lucina’s aid 
Produced on earth a wondrous maid. 

On whom the queen of love was bent 
To try a now experiment. 

She throw her law-books on the shelf. 
And thus debated with herself : — 

“ Since men allege they ne’er can find 
Those beauties in a female mind 
Which raise a flame that will endure 
For over, uncorrupt and pure ; 
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OABENUS AND VANESSA. 


Their ■work was haK already done, 

Tho child with native beauty shone. 

The outward form no help required : 
Each breathing on her thrice, inspired 
That gentle, soft, engaging air 
Wliich in old times adorned the fair. 
And said, “ Yanessa be the name 
By which thou shalt be known to fame ; 
Yanessa, by tho gods enrolled : 

Her name on earth — shall not be told.” 

But stiU tho .work was not complete, 
YHion Yenus thought on a deceit : 
Dra'wn by her doves, away she flies, 

And finds out Pallas in the skies : 

Dear Pallas, I have been this mom 
To see a lovely infant bom ; 

A boy in yonder isle below. 

So like my own -without his bow. 

By beauty could your heart be won, 
Ton’d swear it is Apollo’s son ; 

But it shall ne’er be said, a child 
So hopeful has by me been spoiled; 

I have enough besides to spare. 

And give him wholly to your care. 

‘Wisdom’s above suspecting -wiles ; 

The queen of learning gravely smiles, 
Do-wn from Olympus comes -with joy. 
Mistakes Yanessa for a boy ; 
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Then sow« Tritluu her leniler mind 
Seeds loncc nnknoTm lo -womankind ; 

For manly l>P‘=^on\s clnefly fd. 

The soeds of knowlfslge. jodOTieni. Trii, 

Her soul was Mid'h-’iily ondned 
With ju'liw, irnth. and forliindc ; ; j 

■\Vith honour, whioh no hrealh can slain. ’ 
IVliich malice mnsi nM.aclc in r.nin : 

With oi*'-'!! lieari and iMmideons hand : 

But P.allas liere was at a stand : 

Slie kne-vT in onr decenente days 
Bare virtne could not livo on prai=^. 

That meat must he arith money laenpltf ; 

She therefore, upon second ihondit, 

Infused yet as it w.'^• hy ftealth. 

Some small repanl for state and we.alth : 

Of which ns she frr\nv «p there stavi'd 
A tincinre in the pr.nh-at maid : 

She raanape'l l:er os*.atn ^rith care, 

Tet liked thn-e fo-dmen to her chair. 

But lest he should nejrleef his studies 
Like a yonnp heir, ih" thrifty jjtKldess 
tFor fear young tnasler shonhl l)e sjKiiledl 
Would nse him like n younger child ; 

And. after long computing, found 
'Twould come to just five thousand i>nund. 

The Queen of L*jve wa® pleased and proud 
To seeTnne<sa thus endowed'; 
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Sho doubted not but sueb a dnmo 
Tlirougb every breast -woidd dart a flame ; 
That ever)' ricb and lordly swain 
With pride Avo\dd drag about her chain ; 

I Tliat scbolars would forsake tlicir books 

I To study bright Ynuessa’s looks : 

As she advanced that womankind 
Would by her model form their mind, 
And all their conduct would bo tried 
By her, ns an unerring guide. 

Offending daughters oft would hear 
Vanessa’s praiso rung in their car : 

Miss Betty, when sho docs a fnidt. 

Lots fall her knife, or spills the salt, 

Will thus bo by her mother chid, 

“ ’Tis what Yancssa never did.” 

Thus by the nymphs and swains adored. 
My power shall bo again restored. 

And happy lovers bless my reign 

So Yonus hoped, but hoped in vain. 

For when in time the martial maid 
Found out the trick that Yonus played, 
Sho shakes her helm, sho knits her brows. 
And fired with indignation, vows 
To-morrow, ore the setting sun, 

She’d all undo that sho had done. 

But in the poets wo may find 
A wholesome law, time out of mind. 




CAKEirOS AUD YANESSA. 


(For Gods, wo are by Homer told, 

Can in celestial langnngc scold), 

“ P erfidious G oddess ! but in vain 
Ton formed this project in your brain, 

A project for tby talents fit, 

Witb mucb deceit, and little wit ; 

Tbon bast, as tbon sbalt quickly see. 
Deceived tbyself instead of me ; ’ 

For bow can beavenly wisdom prove 
An instrument to cartbly love ? 

Know’st tbon not yet that men commence 
Thy votaries, for want of souse ? 

Hor shall Yanessa bo the theme 
To manage tby abortive sebomo ; 

Sbo’ll prove the greatest of tby foes. 

And yet I scorn to interpose, 

But using neither skill nor force. 

Leave all things to their natural course.” 

The goddess thus pronounced her doom, 
When, lo, Yanessa in her bloom. 

Advanced like Atalanta’s star, 

But rarely seen, and seen from far : 

In a new world witb caution stopped, 
"Watched all the company she kept, 

"Well knowing from the books she read 
YHiat dangerous paths young virgins tread ; 
Would seldom at the park appear, 

Nor saw the play-house twice a year ; 
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Thai merit should ho chiefly placed 
In judjfincnl, knowledge, wit, and lasto; 
And these, she offered to dispute, 

./\Jono distinguished man from hrute : 

\\ Tl\al present times have no protonco 
'iTo virtue, in the nohlc senso 
By Greeks niul Boinnns nndoi’stood, 

To perish for our country’s good. 

SIio named tho ancient heroes ro)ind, 
Explained for what they were rcno\Yned ; 
Then apoko with censure, or applause, 

Of foreign customs, rites, and laws; 
Tiirough nature and through art she ranged. 
And gracofully her subject choTigcd : 

In vain ; lier hearers had no .share 
In all she spoke, except to stare. 

Tiieir judgment was upon the whole, 

— That lady is the didicsf soul — 

Then tii)ped tlieir forehead in a jeer. 

As who bhoidd say — she wants it here ; 

She may bo handsome, young, and rich, 

But none will bum her for a witch. 

A parly next of glittering dames, 

From round tho purlieus of St. James, 

Came early, out of imro goodwill, 

To see the girl in dcshahillb. 

Their clamour ’lighting from their chairs. 
Grow louder, all tho way up stairs; 
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Ai I'litminv wl.rri' tlicy fdiiiiij 

Ti:*’ with v.'hii'.ii’s liitwil rotnul. 

Iji'lil Mt'iitaiirn''. and 
Wliil't ?>Ir'* Su'.-iii •'niidx'd lior lii'rd: 
Thoy i-alh'd for <<’.’» ntid rhiKvilafo. 

Atul foil inlothoir ohat, 

with itiijurfaui faco. 

Oh rihhiin*-, fan**. rhiI njid laoc : 

Show.Hl jn-"! from Iiulia hrniiirhl, 

Ah' 1 frmoly n-ltMl her wlni vho llion}:hl. 

Whotli'T Ih.o ntl nr jm’oii woro 

And whnf ll’.cy ro-t? VanO'-s.-^ picsfiM], 

A*! cnino into hor fntioy 

>rnHu'<l half t!n« rato*-. .and likod Iho tvin-st. 

To ■'C'niidal n< it Wltnt awkwartl fhiiij: 

^Va‘^ that, l.T*( Snnda\, in fhr> ritijr.^ 

I’m “Jirry IMop-a hn\ak« fr.-.t ; 

I Mid Lit frtoo would n'-vi’r 
CViriiuKi with lli.nt youthful nir, 

I*: thirty, and n hit to sj>nn’. 

TTor fondiif"; for n rorl-ain I'.arl 
Tlopan. wl;r>ii I was hnf n jrirl. 

Phyllis, who hut n month njro 
IV.aq marrifal to tlic Tmihridpo liran, 

I MW cafinottin^ I’othiT nif^lif 
In puhlic with that odimis kiiifjhi. 

Tlioy rnlliod Jioit A’'nn('‘^“a’h drcs^; 

That jtown was made for old Qiirrn Bo's. 
I >-10 
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Dear madam, let mo sot your head ; 

Don’t you intend to put on red? 

A petticoat -rrithont a hoop ! 

Sure, you are not ashamed to stoop ; 

With liaudsomo ^gartors^at your knees, 

No matter irhat a fellow sees 

Pilled with disdain, ^rith rage inflamed, 
Both of herself and' sex ashamed. 

The nymph stood silent out of spito. 

Nor would vouchsafe to set them right. 
Away tho fair detractors went, 

And gave, hy turns, their censures vent. 
She’s not so handsome in my eyes : 

Por wit, I wonder whore it lies. 

She’s fair and clean, and tliat’s the most? 
But why proclaim her for a toast ? 

A hahy face, no life, no airs. 

But what she learnt at country fairs. 
Scarce knows what difference is hotween 
Eiich Plauders lace, and Colberteen. 

I’ll undertake my little Nancy, 

In flounces lias a hotter fancy. 

Witli all her wit, I would not ask 
Her judgment, how to huy a mask. 

Wo hogged her but to patch her face. 

She never hit one proper place ; 

Which every girl at five years old 
Can do as soon as she is told. 
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I o\n>. that on(-f>f-fnsluoii stuff 
Bccouif's tlio cn'aturo ttpU enoiicli. 

Tho girl niiglif |>ass. if wo conlil got licr 
To know ilio world a littlo licttor. 

(To hnoic ihc tcorUl ! n 7no<lcni 
For visits, oml ire. Kails, niul plays.) 

Tims, to tlio world's ])oq)o(nal .‘-Immc, 
Tho qucoii of K^nuty lost licr aim, 

Too l.ato with grief she undorst»Hxl 
Palln.s Imd done more harm than go<xl ; 
For great examples are Imt a aim, | J 
'Wlicre ignorance l>egets di.sdnin. i i 
Both sexe.s, firmed with piilt and s]>ite, 
Against Tniiessa's power unite ; 

To copy her few nymphs a.«pired ; 

Her virtnes fewer swains admireil ; 

So star-’, lieyond a certain heiglit. 

Give mortals ncithcrlie.it nor light. 

Yet some of either sex, endowed 
With gifts Mi}>erior to the crowd, 

With virtue, knowledge, taste, and wit, 
She ccu'.deeci-nded to admit ; 

With pleasing arts she could redneo 
Jlcn's t.vh'ni'i to their jirojM-r use; 

.f\jid with .address e.ach genin.s held 
To th.st wherein it most excelled : 

Tims making others’ wisdom known. 
Could please tliein and improve her own. 
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A modest youtli said somotliing new, 

She placed it in the strongest view. 

All Lnmhle worth she strove to raise ; 
Wordd not he praised, yet loved to praise. 
The learned mot with free approach, 
Although they came not in a coach. 

Some clergy too she would allow, 

Nor quarreled at their awkward bow. 

But this was for Cadenns’ sake ; 

A gownmnn of a different make. 

Whom Pallas, once Tanessa’s tutor, 

Had fixed on for her coadjutor. 

But Oupid, full of mischief, longs 
To vindicate his mother’s wrongs. 

On Pallas all attempts are vain ; 

One way he knows to giro hor pain ; 
Tows on Yanessa’s heart to take 
Due vengeance, for her patron’s'eake. 
Those early seeds by Tenns sown. 

In spite of PaUas, now were grown ; 

And Oupid hoped they would improve 
By time, and ripen into love. 

The hoy made use of all his craft, 

In vain discharging many a shaft. 
Pointed at colonels, lords, and beaux,- 
Cadenns warded off the blows. 

For placing still some book betwixt. 

The darts were in the cover fixed. 
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Or ofion lilniilotl nml rrcoilrd. 

On Phitarc-li’.-s inornls sfriiplc, wprp spoih'd. 

Tlip f[iii*ou of wiMlnm could forosco, 

But not prt'vont tbol'nlo*! decree; 

And Imm.in contion {ric*5 in vnin 
To break lint ndamnnline cliniu. 

Vanc^s'i. llioupli by Pnlln-^ laiiplil, 

By love invnilticmlile llion^llif. 
f^''.*ircljinp in lx>ok"5 for vri«dom’« nid, 

"Wen, in lliCTcry ‘scarcli. iK'fniycd. 

Cupid, tlioui'h all Ids dnrlfl vrero lost, 
Yi't still resolved to span'' no cost; 
lie could not nnswer to Ids fnmc 
The (riumplis of Hint stulilmm dome, 

A nyiuj)!i jo Imrd to be subdued, 

Vriio iieitlicr w.ns coquette nor prude. 

I find, ‘■-ly.s be, sbe wnnls n doctor. 

Both to adore lier. nnd in.slnicl ber : 
ri! {live ber wbnt she most admires, 
Aitioiie; tbnso venerable sires. 

C.'tdenus is .s subject fit, 

Crown (dd in jKdilics nnd vrlt; 

Cnre.eccd by Jlinisters of St.ito, 

Of b.alf in.snkdnd the dread .and Imto. 
B'liateVr vex.ntions love .attend. 

Site need no riv.als npprebeiid. 

Her sex, v. itb nnivorKil voice, 

Must laugh nt iicr capricious choice. 
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Cademis many tilings bad ■writ, 

Tanessa mucb esteemed bis ■wit, 

And called for bis jjoetic -works ! 

Meantime the boy in secret lurks. 

And -wbile tbe book "was in ber band, 

Tbe nrcbin from bis private stand 
Took aim, and sbot -witb all bis strength 
A dart of snob prodigious length, 

It pierced tb^ feeble volume through. 

And deep transfixed ber bosom too. 

Some lines, more mo-ving than tbe rest. 
Struck to tbe point that pierced her breast ; 
And, borne directly to tbe heart, 

_ With pains unkno-wn, increased her smart. 

Yanessa, not in years a score. 

Dreams of a gown of forty-four ; 

Imagmary charms can find. 

In eyes with reading almost blind ; 

Oadenus now no more appears 
Declined in health, advanced in years. 

She fancies music in bis tongue. 

Nor farther looks, but thinks him young. 

)j YTTiat mariner, is not afraid 
)v To venture in a ship decayed p 
j What planter will attempt to yoke 
! A sapling with a falling oak ? 

^As years increase, she brighter shines, 
j Oadenus -with each day declines. 
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He foTuid her thoiights -would absent range, 

Yet guessed not whence could spring the change. 
And first ho modestly conjectures, 

His pupil might ho tired -svith lectures. 

Which helped to mortify his pride. 

Yet gave him not the heart to chide; 

But in a mild dejected strain, 

At last he ventured to complain ; 

Said, she should bo no longer teased, 

Might have her freedom when she pleased ; 

Was now con-rinced ho acted -wrong. 

To hide her fi’om the world so long, 

And in dull studios to engage 
One of her tender sox and age. 

That every nymph -with envy o-wned. 

How she might shine in the Gi'ande-Monde, 
And every shepherd was undone. 

To sec her cloistered like a mui. 

This was a visionary scheme. 

Ho waked, and found it hut a di-eam ; 

A project far above his skill, 

Bor Nature must he Nature still. 

If slie Avas holder than became 
A scholar to a courtly dame. 

She might excuse a man of letters ; 

Thus tutors often treat their bettors, 

And since his talk offensive grew. 

He came to take his last adieu. 
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Vanessa, filled -ndtli just disdain, 

Would still her dignity maintain, 
Instructed from her early years 
To scorn the art of female tears. 

Had ho employed his time so long. 

To teach her what was right or wrong, 
Yet could such notions entertain, 

That all his lectures were in vain ? 

She owned the wand’ring of her thoughts. 
But he must answer for her faidts. 

She well remembered, to her cost. 

That all his lessons were not lost. 

Two maxims she coidd still produce. 

And sad experience ta\ight her use ; 

Thai virtue, pleased by being shown, 
Knows nothing which it dare not own ; 
Can make us without fear disclose 
Our inmost secrets to oim foes ; 

That common forms were not designed 
Directors to a noble mincL 
Kow, said the nymph. I’ll let you see 
3Iy actions with your rules agree. 

That I can vulgar forms despise. 

And have no secrets to disguise. 

I knew by wliat yon said and writ. 

How dangerous things were men of wit; 
You cautioned me against their charms. 
But never gave me equal arms ; 
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Tom* lessons foimd the weakest part. 
Aimed at the head, bnt reached the heart.' 

Cadenas felt witliin him rise 
Shame, disappointment, gnilt, surprise. 
He know not how to reconcile 
Snch language, with her usual stjle : 

And yet her words were so expressed, 

He could not hope she spoke in jest. 

His thoughts had wholly been confined 
To form and cultivate her mind. 

Ho hardly knew, tiU he was told, 

Wliethor the nymph were young or old ; 
Had mot her in a public place. 

Without distinguishing her face, 

Much loss could his declining age 
Tanessa’s earliest thoughts engage. 

And if her youth indifference mot, 

His person must contempt begot, 

Or grant her passion bo sincere. 

How shall his innocence bo clear ? 
Appearances were all so strong. 

The world must think him in the wrong ; 
Would say he made a treach’rous use 
Of wit,.to flatter and seduce ; 

The town would swear he had betrayed. 
By magic spells, the harmless maid ; 

And every beau would have his jokes. 
That scholars were like other folks ; 
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That Tvhen Platonic flights were over. 
The tutor tnmed a mortal lover. 

So tender of the young and fair; 

It shoved a tme paternal care — 

Five thousand guineas in her purse; 
The doctor might have fancied vorsc,— 
Hardly at length he silence broke, 

And faltered evoiy word he spoke ; 
Interpreting her complaisjince, • 

Just as a man sans consequence. 

She rallied veil, he alvays knev ; 

Her manner nov vas something nev ; 
And vhat she spoke vas in an air, 

As serious ns a tragic player. 

Bnt those vho aim at ridicnle, 

Should fix upon some certain nde, 
"WIiicL fairly hints they arc in jest, 
Else he must enter his protest ; 

For let a man be ne’er so vise. 

He may he caught vith sober lies; 

A science vhich ho never taught, 

And, to he free, vas dearly bought ; 
For, take it in its proper light, 

’Tis just vhat coxcombs call a bite. 

But not to dvcll on things minnfe. 
T.anessa finished the dispute, 

Brought veighty argiuuents to prove 
That reason vas her guide in love. 
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CADENtrS AND VANESSA. 


Slio thonglit Iio liad himself described. 
His doctrines when she first imbibed ; 
What he had planted now was groirn, 
His virtues she might call her O'wn ; 

As he approves, as ho dislikes. 

Love or contempt her fancy strikes. 
Self-love in nature rooted fast, 

Attends ns first, and loaves us last : 
Wliy she likes him, admire not at her. 
She loves herself, and that’s the matter. 
Hoiv ivas her tutor ivont to praise 
Tlio geniuses of ancient days ! 

(Those authors he so oft had named 
For learning, irit, and wis&om famed). 
Was struck ivith love, esteem, and awe, 
For persons whom ho never saw. 
Suppose Gadenns flonrished tlien. 

Ho must adoro such God-liko men. 

If one short vohuno could comprise 
All that was witty, learned, and wise. 
How would it bo esteemed, and read. 
Although the writer long were dead? 

1 1 If such an author were alive, 

, 1 How all wonld for his friendship strive ; 
/And come in crowds to see his face ? 

I And this she takes to he her case. 
Cadoiius answers every end. 

The book, the author, and the friend. 
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The ntmost lier desires will reacli, 

Is bnt to loam what lie cau tcaeh ; 

TTia converse is a system fit 
Alone to fill np all her wit ; 

While cv’ry jpnssion of her mind 
In him is centred and confined. 

Love can with speech inspire a mute. 
And taught Vanessa to dispute. 

This topic, never touched before, 
Displayed hor.eloqnenco the more : 

\ Her knowledge, with such pains acrpiircd, 
I By this new passion grew inspired. 
Through this she made all objects pass, 
Wliich gave a tincture o’er the mass ; 
j As rivers, though they bend and twine, 

I Still to the sea their course incline ; 

Or, as philosophers, who find 
Some fav’ritc system to their mind. 

In every point to make it fit, 

WUl force all nature to submit. 

Ondenus, who could ne’er susjicct 
His lessons would have such elfcct. 

Or bo so artfully applied. 

Insensibly came on her side ; 

It was an unforeseen event. 

Things took a turn ho never meant, 
j Wlioe’cr excels in what wo prize, 

' Appears a hero to our eyes ; 



CADBinJS AND TABESSA. 


Each girl, wlien pleased -with wLat as taught, 
■Will liave the teacher in her thought. 

Wlicn aau.ss delights in her spinnet, 

A fiddler may a fortune get ; 

A b lockhead j.avith melodious Yoico 
In boarding-schools can have his choice ; 
UAnd oft the dancing-master’s art 
(climbs from the too to touch the heart. 

Tn learning let a njnnph delight, 

The pedant gets a mistress by’t. 

Cadonus, to his grief and shame, 

Could scarce oppose Tancssa's flame; 

But though her arguments rrcrc strong. 

At least could hardly -with them avrong. 
Howe’er it came, he could not tell, 

But, sure, she never talked so well. 

His pride began to interpose, 

Preferred before a crowd of beaux. 

So bright a nymph to come unsought. 

Such wonder by his merit wrouglit ; 

’Tis merit must ovith her prevail. 

He never knew her judgment fail. 

She noted all she ever read, 

And had a most discerning head. 

\\ ’Tis an old maxim in the schools, 

That vanity’s the food of fools ; 

; Tet now and then yonr inen of wit 
Will condescend to take a hit 
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So -when Cnclenus conld not liidc, 

He clioso to justify liis 2»ridc ; 

Constniing the passion she had siiown, 
Much to her praise, more to liis omi. 

Nature in liini had merit placed, 

In her, a most judicious taste. 

Love, hitherto a transient guest, 

Ne’er held possession in his breast ; 

So long attending at the gate. 

Disdain’d to enter in so Into. 

Love, ■why do wo one jiassion call ? 

Wlion ’tis a comjsound of them all ; 

Wlioro hot and cold, -vvlicre sharp and sweet. 
In nU their equipages meet ; 

■Whore pleasures mixed •with pains appear, 
Sorro'w ■with joy, and hope with fear. 
■Wlioreiu his dignity and ago 
Forbid Cadenus to engage. 

But friendship in its greatest height, 

A constant, rational delight. 

On virtue's basis fixed to last, 

"Wlicn love's allurements long are jiast ; 
Wliich gently warms, but cannot bunij 
Ho gladlj' ofEei-s in return ; 

His want of jiassion will redeem, 

With gratitude, respect, esteem ; 

With that devotion wo bestow, 

Wlion goddesses appear below. 
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While thus Cadonus outortains 
Vanessa in exalted straius, 

The nyinph in sober words intreats 
A truce with all sublime conceits. 

For why such raptures, flights, and fancies. 
To her who diirst not read romances ; 

In lofty style to make replies, 

Which he had taught her to despise ? 

But when her tutor will affect 
Devotion, duty, and respect. 

Ho fairly abdicates his throjio, 

The government is now her own ; 

Ho has a forfeiture incurred. 

She vows to take him at his word. 

And hopes ho will not take it strange 
If both shoidd now their stations change 
The nyinph ivill hai'e her turn, to bo 
The tutor ; and the pupil, he : 

Though she already can discern 
Her scholar is not apt to learn ; 

Or wants capacity to reach 
The science she designs to teach ; 

Wlieroin his genius was below 
The skill of every common beau ; 

Wlio, though he cannot spell, is wise 
Enough to read a lady’s eyes ? 

And will each acci ^ntal glance 
Interpret for a kind advance. 
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But what success Vanessa met 
Is to the world a secret vet ; 

'WTiethcr the nymph, to please her swain, 
Talks in a high rom antic strain ; 

Or whctlicr he at last descends 
To like with less serapliic ends ; 

Or to compound the bns’ness, wh'etlier 
Tliey temper love and books together ; 
3Inst never to mankind be told, 

IS'or shall the conscious muse unfold. 

Meantime the mournful queen of lovo 
Led but a weary life above. 

She ventures now to leave tho skies, 
Grown by Vanessa’s conduct wise. 

Por thougli by one pcn’crso event 
Pallas had crossed her fii-st intent. 
Though her design was not obtained, 

Yet had she much experience gained ; 
And, by the project vainly tried, 

Could better now the cause decide. 

She gave due notice that both parties, 
Ooram Beginaprox' die Martis, 

Should at their peril without fail 
Come and appear, and save their bail. 

All met, and silence thrico ^nroclaimnd. 
One lawyer to each side was named. 

Tho judge discovered in her face 
Resentments for her late disgrace ; 
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CADENUS AKD VANEiBA. 


Atid, full of njifTcr, filinim'. anil pn’if'f, 
Din'clctl tlioiii lo jnin«l llioir liricf ; 

Kor fi|v)i(l thi'ir tim*' to sliow tlicir n'liding, 
}m>o n BiimiD.irj' jirocccdinp. 

Slio pntlicri’d uiidi'r (‘V(*ry lu-nd, 

Till' Hiini of Avlint (>11011 lutvyrr i-nid: 

Gnvf lior omi ri’,n’ii}ii>> In-^t; .‘ind tlii'u 
Docrood tlio i-au'-o n^in'd llio inoii. 

I3uf, in (I Weighty on*;'' like tliix. 

To .sliow .‘■lie did Tint jiidp> ainiBi, 

"Wliioli rvil toiijriio.i inifrlit rojior!. 

Slit' inndo n ^J>o^ch in njK-n onurt ; 

WlitToin bIio priovonxly fonijiInitK. 

*' How bIio whs'olicnU d by tlio Kwaini.’’ 

On wlioso jiftition (bnnibly bIiowiii" 

TIml women wen' not worth the wol■)inl'^ 
And that unies>i the eex would inciid. 

The moo of lovers ftoon must end) ; 

She wiis at Tvonl know.s what exiieine, 

To form n nymph of wit and ‘•eiiw ; 

A model for her sex dchif^ned. 

Who never could one lover find. 

She fi.nw lior favour wob mi‘>placed ; 

TIio fellows had a wretched taste; 

She needs must toll them to their fnee, 

They were a senseless, stupid race; 

And were sho to begiji ng'ain, 

She’d study to reform the meu ; 



STn.LA’S BmTIinXY. 
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Or ndA some prouis ot folly inore 
ToTvomcn limn llieyli.nl K’fore. 

To put tlicm on nn ocjnnl font ; 

And this, or 7iolhinp else. Tvonhl do’t. 
f Tills iniglil iheir inntunl fniicy strike. 

I Since every beinj^ loves its like. 

But now, repontinp wlmf w.-is done. 

She loft all business to her son ; 

She puts the wiirld in liis possi's-iion, 

.;Vnd lot him use it al di.scrolinn.” 

The crior ivn.s orderwl to disniics 
^ Tlio court, so innde his last 0 yes ! 

! Tlie goddess would no longiw w.ait, 

But rising from lior elmir of slate, 

I Loft nil Mow nt .six nnd seven. 

I Hnmossed her doves, nnd fiew to dfenveu. 


STELLA'S BIRTHDAY, 17] S. 


Stklla this d.ay is thirtv-foue 
e shall 1 dispute n ye.ar nr inurel 
However, Stella, Ik* not troubled, 
AJthoiigh thy .size and years nr,* dimbh >1 
Since first I saw thee nt bisf<«'n. 

The brightest virgin on tin* gro-n. 
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Stella’s biuthday. 


So little is tliy form declined ; 

Made np so largely in thy mind. 

Oh, 'wonld it please the gods to split 
Thy beanty, size, and years, and Avit, 

Mo ago coidd fnrnish out a pair 
Of nymphs so graeefni, wise, and fair : 
With half the lustre of your eyes. 

With haK your wit, your years, and size. 
And then, before it grew too late. 

How should I beg of gentle fate, 

(That either nymph might lack her swain), 
To split my worship too in twain. 


STELLA’S BIRTHDAT, 1720. 


All trayellers at first incline 
Where’er they see the fairest sign ; 

And if they find the chambers neat. 

And lilio the liquor and the meat. 

Will' call again and recommend 
The Angel Inn to every friend- 
I What though the painting grows decayed, 

5 The house will never lose its trade : 

May, though the treach’rous tapster Thomas 
Hangs a now angel two doors from ns, 
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As fine as dnnlicrs’ linntls can make it. 

In liopos flint strangers may mistake it, 

We tliiuk it both a slmmc and sin, 

To quit the tmo old Angel Inn. 

Norn, tins is Stella’s case in fact. 

An angel's face, a little cracked 
(Could jMcts, or conld jiaintcrs fix 
Horr angels look at tliirty-six) : 

TLis dronr ns in at first, to find 
In suck a fonn an angel's mind ; 

And over)' virtue now supplies 
Tbe fainting rays of Stella’s eyes. 

See, at her levee, crowding swains, 

Wlioni Stella freely entertains, 

With breeding, Iminonr, wit, and sense; 
And puts tlicm but to small expense ; 

Their mind so plentifully fills, 

And makes such reasonable bills, 

So little gets for wliat she gives, 

Wo really wonder how she lives ! 

And had her stock been less, no doubt. 

She must have long ago run out. 

Tlicn who can think we’ll quit the place, 
Wlicn Doll hangs out a newer face ; 

Or stop and light at Cloc’s Head, 

With scraps and Icamngs to bo fed. 

Tlicn Cloe, still go on to prate 
Of thirty-six, and thirty-eight ; 
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Fnrnislicd -n-itli paper, pens, and ink, 

I gravely sat mo do^vn to tliink ; 

I l)it my nails, and scratched my head. 

But found my wit and fancy fled ; 

Or, if witli more than usual pain, 

A tliouglit came slowly from my brain. 

It cost mo Lord laiows bow much time 
To sliaito it into sense and rbjTiio ; 

And, what was yet a greater curse. 
Long-thinking made my fancy worse 
Forsaken Iw th’ inspiring nine, 

I waitcrl at Apollo’s shrine ; 

I told him what the world would say 
If Stella were unsung to-day; 

How I should hide my head for shame, 

IVlien Iroth the Jacks and Hobin came ; 

How Ford would frown, how Jim would leer, 

How Sh r the rogue would sneer. 

And swear it does not always follow, 

Tliat Scmcl'n anno ridet Apollo. 

I have assm-ed them twenty times. 

That Pheebus helped me in my rhjTucs, 
Phoebus insjjired mo from above. 

And he and I were hand and glove. 

But finding mo so dull and dry since. 

They’ll call it all poetic licence. 

And when I brag of aid divine, 

Think Eusdeu’s right ns good as mine. 
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Stella’s biktueat. 


ITor do I ask for Stella's aiko ; 

'Tis my ovni credit lies at stake. 

And Stella -(vill be snug, vrlnlo I 
Can only bo a slander by. 

Apollo bn'\'ing tbonght a little, 

Hoturncd tliis answer to a little. 

Tlio’ yon sbonld live like old Mctliusalcm, 
I fnmisli bints, and j-on sbonld nso all 'cm. 
You yearly sing as sbe grows old, 

You’d leave ber virtues half untold. 

But to say trutb, sneb dulnoss reigns 
Tbrongb tbo wbolc set of Irish Deans ; 

I’m daily stnnned with sneb a medley, 

Doan W — , Dean D — ^1, and Doan S ; 

That let wbat Doan soever come, 

My orders are, I’m not at borne ; 

And if yonr voice bad not been loud, 

Yoii must bavo passed among tbo crowd. 

But, now 3 'onr danger to prevent. 

You must apply to Mrs. Brent,* 

For sbe, ns priestess, knows tbo rites 
Wberein tbo God of Eartb delights. 

First, nine ways looking, let her stand 
With an old ^wker in her bcand ; 

Let her describe a circle round 
In Saundcr’sf cellar on tbo ground; 

A spado let prudent ArebyJ bold. 

* The bonse-kceper. t Tlie butler. J Tbe footman. 
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And ■svitli discretion dig the mould ; 
liCt Stella loot vritli Avatcliful cj’c, 

Bchecca, Ford, and Grattoiis hv. 

Behold the bottle, ■n-here it lies 
With nock elated tow'rds the skies ! 

The god of winds, and god of tire, 

Did to its wondrous birth conspire : 

And Bacchus for the poet’s use 
Poured in a strong inspiring juice : 

See ! as you raise it from its tomb, 

It drags behind a spacious womb. 

And in the spacious womb contains 
A sovereign med’cinc for the brains. 

You’ll Cud it soon, if fate consents; 

If not. a thousand Mrs. Brents. 

Ten thousand Archys arm’d with spades, 
May dig iu vain to Pluto’s shades. 

From thence a plenteous draught infuse. 
And boldly then invoke the muse 
(But Crst let Robert on his knees 
With caution drain it from the lees) ; 

The mnso will at your c.all appear. 

With Stella’s praise to crown the year. 



STELLA’S BIRTHDAY, 1724. 


As "wlion n Ijonntoons nympli decays, 

"Wo flay site’s past her dnneJng days ; 

So pods lose tlioir loot By iimo. 

And can no longer dance in rliyino. 

Tour nnininl bnrd had rather chose 
To cclohrnto your birth in prose ; 

Yet niorry folks srlio want by chance 
A pair to make a country dance, 

Call the old housokeopor, and got lior 
To fill a place, for want of bettor ; 

"While Sheridan is off the hoolcs. 

And friend Dolany at liis books. 

That Stella may avoid disgrace. 

Once more the Dean supplies their place. 

Beauty and wit, too sad a truth. 

Have always been confined to youth ; 

The god of mt, and beauty’s q^ueen, 

Ho t»rcnty*ouc, and she fifteen ; 

Ho poet over sweetly sung. 

Unless ho vrevo like Pheebus, young ; 

Nor ever njunph inspired to rhyme, 
Unless liko Youus in her prime. 
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At fifty-sis, if this fie true, 

Am I a poet fit for yon ; 

Or at tlio ago of forty-tlirco. 

Are yon a snfijcct fit for mo ? 

Adien triglit mt, and radiant oyes ; 

Yon mnst. 3>c graTcj and I bo niso. 

Onr f ato in vain ■vre "wonld oppose. 

But m bo still yonr friend in prose ; 
Esteem and friendsbip to express, 

YTill not require poetic dress ; 

And if the mnse deny her aid 
To have them sxmg, they may be said. 

Bnt, Stella say, Tvbat evil tongue 
Reports yon aro no longer yonng 
That Time sits until liis scythe to mow 
"WTiero erst sat Cupid with Ids bow ; 
That haK yonr loots are turned to grey ; 
m no'er believe a word they say, 

'Tis true, bnt lot it not be known, 
ily oyes arc somewhat diinish grown ; 
For nature, always in the right. 

To yonr decays adapts my sight, 

And wrinkles nudistingnished pass, 

For Fm ashamed to use a glass; 

And till I see them with these eyes. 
Whoever says you have them. lies. 

5so length of time can make you quit 
Honour and virtue, sense and wit. 
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STELLA'S BIRTHEAY. 


Tims yon may still bo young lo me, 
Wliilo I can bottor bear than see : 

Ob, ne’er may fortune sbou'lior spite, 
To make mo deaf, and mend my sight. 


STELLA’S BIRTHBAT, March 13, 1726. 


This day, wlinto’cr tlio Pates decree. 
Shall still bo kept •with joy by mo ; 
This day, then, lot us not bo told 
That yon are sick, and I grown old, 
Nor think on oirr approaching ills, 

And talk of spectacles and pills ; 
To-morrow will bo time onougji 
To hear such mortifying stntl. 

Tot, since from reason may bo brought 
A better and more pleasing thought, 
‘Wliicli can, in spite of all decays, 
Support a four remaining days : 

Prom not the gravest of divines 
Accept for onco some serious lines. 

Although 'WO now can form no more 
Long schemes of life, as heretofore ; 
Yet you, -whilo time is running fast. 
Can look ■with joy on -what is p.ast. 
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Woro fntnro Imppincss and pain 
A mere contrivance ol tlio tirain. 

As Atheists argne, to entice, 

And tit their proselytes for vico 
(The only comfort they propwe, 

To have comjanions in their ■W'oes). 

Grant this the case, yol euro 'tis hard 
That virtne, styled its ovm revrard. 

And by nil sages nnderstootl 
To be the chief of human good. 

Should acting, die, or leave beliind 
Some lasting pleasuto in the mind. 

Wlvich by Tcmembranco vrill assuage 
Grief, sickness, poverty, and agoj 
And strongly shoot a radiant iirt. 

To shino throngh lifo’s declining part. 

Say, Stella, feel yon no content, 

Idcflccting on a life tvcU spent; 

Tour skilful hand ompToyed to save 
Despairing UTelches from the grave; 

And tlion supporting with your store, 

Those whom you dragged from death before ? 
So ProvidoBce on mortals wnite, 

Preserving what it first creates, 

Yon generous boldness to defend 
An innocent and nlwcnt friend ; 

Tliat conrago which can make yon just, 

To merit hnmhlcd in the dost; 
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STELLA’S BIETHDAT. 


The detestation you express 
For vice in all i(s glittering dress : 
TImt. patience under torturing pain, 
"WTiere stubborn stoics would complain. 

llnsf tiicso like empty shadows pass, 
Or forms reflected from a glass ? 

Or more cbimxras in the mind, 

That fly, and leave no macks behind? 
Does not the body thrive and grow 
By food of twenty years ago ? 

And, had it not been still supplied. 

It mnst a thousand times have died. 
Then, who with reason c,an maintain 
That no effects of food remain ? 

And, is not virtue in mankind 
The nutriment that feeds the mind? 
Upheld by each good action past. 

And still continued by the last : 

Then, who with reason can pretend 
That all effects of virtue end? 

Believe me, Stella, when you show 
That true contempt for things hclow, 
Kor prize your life for other ends 
Tljan merely to oblige your friends, 
TTonr former actions claim tbeir part. 
And join to fortify your heart. 

For virtne in her daily race. 

Like Janus, bears a double face. 
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Loot liaot TviOi joy wlioro sto lins gone, 
And ilicrofori* "Ops with pourapo on. 

She nf your sickly couch will w.iif , 

And piidc 3011 f<> a heller sl.ifo. 

0 then, whatever lienv'n intends. 

Take j)il\- on your pitying- friends ; 

Nor let. yonr ilK aiTeef v'onr mind, 

To fancy thej* can l>e unkind ; 

Me, .surely me. you ought to spare, 

'Wiio ghidh- would v’our sufTorings share; 
Or give m)- scrap of life to yon, 

And think it far Ijenoath your due; 

Ton to whose e,are .«o oft I owe 
That I’m nli\o to tel! yon so. 


TO STELLA. 

Viritintj nv }> wt/ StcJ.rrf.';, Orlplrr, 172 ". 


Paluvs, oh'.erving Stella’s wit. 

Was more than for her sox was fit ; 
And that lierheant^-, .soon or late, 
Might hreed contnsion in the stale; 
In high conccni for lininan kind. 
Fixed honour in her infant mind. 
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TO STBLIiA. 


But (not in ^vrntiglings to cngngo 
Witli sucli n stupid vicious age), 

If lionour 1 '\Tould here define, 

It answers fnitii in things dinne. 

As natural life the body warms. 

And, scholars tench, the soul informs : 

So honour nnininles the whole, 

And is the spirit of the soul. 

Those numerous virtues which the Irihe 
Of tedious moralists describe, 

And by such various titles call, 

True honour comprehends tliem all. 

Let melancholy ride .supreme, 

Ciiolcr preside, or blood, or phlegm. 

It makes no difTcrence in the case. 

Nor is complexion honour's place. 

But, lest wc.sho>dd for honour take 
The drunken quarrels of a rake, 

Or think it seated in a scar. 

Or on a proud triumidial ear, 

Or in the payment of a debt, 

IVo loso'witli sharpers at piquet; 

Or, when a whore in her vocation, 

Keep.s punctual to an assignation ; 

Or that on which his lordship swears, 
■\Vheu vulgar knaves would lose their e.ars : 
Let Stella’s fair example preach 
A lesson she alone can teach. 
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In points of Iiononr to be tried. 

All passions must be Inid aside ; 

Ask no ndvicc, but tliink alone. 

Suppose tlie question not your omi ; 
How sball I net ? is not tbe case, 

But bow would Bnitus in my place ; 

In such a cause would Cato bleed; 

And bow woidd Socrates proceed ? 

Drire all objections from your mind. 
Else you relapse to bumnn kind ; 
Ambition, aTnrice, and Inst, 

And factious mge, and brcacb of tnisf, 
And flattorj' tipped with nauseous fleer. 
And guilt and shame, and sennle fear, 
En\y, and cruelty, and pride, 

Will in your tainted heart preside. 

Heroes and heroines of old, 

By honour only were enrolled 
Among their brethren in the skies. 

To which (thougli late) shall Stella rise. 
Ten thousand oatlis upon record 
Arc not so sacred as lier wonl ; 

The world shall in its atoms end 
Ere Stella can deceive a friend. 

By honour seated in her breast, 

Slie still dofennines what is best ; 

Wliat indignation in her mind, 

Against enslavers of mankind I 
e-19 
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TO BTKLT.A. 


Bnsc kings anti iniiiislors of state. 

Eternal ob.iccts of her hate. 

She thinks that Ealnre ne’er tlosignccl, 
Conrage to man alone confined ; 

Can co'wardicc her .sex ndoni. 

Wliicli jnost oxpose.s onr.s to scorn ; 

Slic 'wonders where the chann aiipca\-s 
In Florinicl’s affected fears ; 

For Stella never learned the art 
At proper times to screanj and start ; 

Nor calls np all the house at night, 

And swears she saw a thing in white. 

Doll never flie.s to cat her lace, 

Or throw cold water in her face. 

Because she heard a sudden drum. 

Or found an earwig in a plum. 

Her hearers are ninavcd from whence 
Proceeds that fund of -wit and sense ; 
Which, though her modesty would shroud, 
Breaks like the sun hehind a cloud, 

’While gracefulness its art conco.als. 

And yet through every motion steals. 

Say, Stella, wjus Prometheus blind. 

And forming yon, mistook your kind? 

No ; ’twas for you alone ho stole 
Tho fire that forms a maidy soul ; 

Then, to complete it every 'U'ay, 

Ho moulded it -with female clay, 
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To that YOU OYro the iiohler flame, 

To this, the beauty o£ your frame. 

Hott TTould ingratitude delight ? 

And how would censure glut her spite ? 
If I should Stella’s kindness hide 
In silence, or forget with pride, 

'Wlicu on my sickly conch I lay. 
Impatient both of night and day, 
Lamenting in unmanly strains, 

Called cvciy iiowcr to ease my ixains. 
Then Stella ran to my relief 
TVith cheerful face and inward grief ; 
And tliough by Heaven’s severe decree 
She suffers hourly more than mo, 

No cruel master could 'require. 

Prom slaves employed for daily hire, ' 
"Wliat Stella by her friendship warmed, 
"With vigour and delight performed. 

My sinking spirits now supplies 
1\'ith cordials in her hands and eyes, 
Now with a soft and silent tread, 
Unhc.ard she raovc.s about my bed. 

I see her taste each nauseous draught. 
And so obligingly am caught : 

I bless the hand from whouco they came. 
Nor dare distort my face for shame. 

Best pattern of true friends l>oware. 
Ton p.ay too dcarl}' for your care j 
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If Trliilo your tendorness secures 
My life, it must ondnnger yours. 
For such a fool rras never found, 
Wlio pulled a palace to the ground, 
Only to have the ruins made 
Materials for a house decayed. 


While J)r. Sioift was at Sir William Temple's, after he 
left the University of Dublin, he contracted a friend- 
ship with tivo of Sir William's relations, Mrs. Johnson 
and Mrs. Dingley, which continued to their deaths. 
The former of these was the amiable Stella, so much 
celebrated in his worhs. In the year 1727, being in 
England, ha received the melancholy news of her last 
sichness, Mrs. Dinglcy having been dead before. Mo 
hastened into Ireland, where he visited her, not only 
as a friend, but a clergyman. Ko set form of prayer 
could express the sense of his heart on that occasion. 
Me drew up the following, here printed from his own 
handioriting. She died Jan. 28, 1727. 

The first he ■wrote Oct. 17, 1727. 

Most merciful Father, accept our humblest prayers in 
behalf of this Thy languishing servant; forgive the 
sins, the frailties, and infirmities of her life past. 
Accept the good deeds she hath done in such a manner 
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tliat, at -whatever time Thou shalt plcaso to call her, 
she ina)’ ho received into everlasting Imhitations. Give 
her grace to continue sincerely thankful to Tlieo for 
the many favours Tliou hast hestovred iipon lior, tho 
.ahility and inclination and practice to do good, and 
those virtues -whicli have procured tho esteem and love 
of her friends, and a mostnnsjiottcd name in tho -world. 
O God, Tliou dispensest Tliy blessings and Tiiy pimish- 
inenfs,as ithecomoth infinite justice and mercy; and 
since it was Thy pleasure to afflict her with a long, con- 
stant, weakly state of health, make her tndy scnsihlo 
that it was for very wise ends, and was largely made 
up to her in other blessings, more valuable and less 
common. Continue to her, O Lord, that firmness and 
constancy of mind whoro-with Thou hast most gracionsly 
endowed her, together with that contempt of worldly 
things and vanities that sho hath sho^vn in tho whole 
condnet of her life. 0 All-powerful Being, tho least 
motion of whoso Will can create or destroy a world, 
pity ns, the mournful friends of Tliy distressed servant, 
who sink under tho weight of her present condition, 
and tho fc.ar of losing the most valuable of our friends ; 
restore her to ns, 0 Lord, if it bo Thy gracious Will, 
cr inspire us with constancy and resignation to support 
ourselves under so ho.a-\-y an affliction. Restore her, O 
Lord, for tho sake of those poor, Avho by losing her 
will bo desolate, and those sick, who will not only want 
her bounty, but her care and tending ; or else, in Thy 
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mercy, raise up some other in her place tritlz equal 
disposition and better abilities. Lessen, 0 Lord, -sve 
beseech thee, her bodUy pains, or give her a double 
strength o£ mind to support them. And if Then mlt 
soon take her to ThyseK, turn onr thoughts rather 
upon that felicity irliieh we hope she shall enjoy, than 
upon that^nspeakaW^loss we shall endure. Let her 
memory be ever dear unto ns, and the example of her 
many virtues, as far as human infirmity will admit, our 
constant imitation. Accept, 0 Lord, these prayers 
poured from the very bottom of our hearts, in Thy 
mercy, and for the merits of our blessed Saviour. 
Amen. 


The seconx) Peayee was ■weitteh Not. 6, 1727. 

O MEECIFUL Father, who never aiSictest Thy children 
but for their own good, and with justice, over which 
Thy mercy always prevaileth, either to turn them to 
repentance, or to pmu'sh them in the present life, in 
order to reward them in a better; fake pity, we beseech 
Thee, npon this Thy poor afflicted semunt, languishing 
so long and so grievously under the weight of Thy 
Hand. Give her strength, O Lord, to support her 
weakness, and patience to endure her pains, without 
repining at Thy correction. Forgive every rash and 
inconsiderate expression which her anguish may at any 
time force from her iongae, while her heart continneth 
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in an entire submission to Thy Will. Suppress in her, 
O Lord, .all e.agor desires of life, and lessen her fears 
of death, by inspiring into her an liumble yet assured 
hope of Thy increy. Giro lior a sincere repentance 
for all her transgressions and omissions, and a firm 
resolution to pass the remainder of her life in en- 
deavouring to her utmost to observe all thy precepts. 
Wo beseech Thee lilrowise to compose her thoughts, 
and presei've to her the uso of her memory and reason 
during the course of her sickness. Give lier a tnic 
conception of the vanity, foll^*, and insignificancy of 
all human tilings ; and strengthen her so as to beget in 
her a sincere love of Thee in the midst of her suffer- 
ings. Accept and impute .all her good deeds, and 
forgive her all those ofi!enccs against Thee, vhicli she 
hatli sincerely repented of, or through tho frailty of 
memory hath forgot. And novr, 0 Lord, rve turn to 
Thee in behalf of ourselves, and tho rest of licr 
sorrowful friends. Let not our grief afflict her mind, 
and thereby have an ill effect on her present distemper. 
For^ve the sorrow and weakness of those among us 
who sink under the grief and terror of losing so dear 
and useful a friend. Accept and pardon our most 
earnest prayers and wishes for her longer continuance 
in this evil world, to do what Thou art pleased to call 
Thy service, and is only her bonnden duty; that she 
may be still a comfort to ns, and to all others, who 
will want the benefit of her conversation, her advice. 
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her good offices, or her clmrity. And since Tlion hast 
promised that ■where two or lliree are gathered together 
in Thy Name, Tiion -wilt he in the midst of them to 
grant their request, 0 Gracions Lord, grant to ns -wlio 
are here met in Thy Name, that those rcqncsts, which 
in the ntmost sincerity and earnestness of onr hearts 
wo have now made in hchalf of tliis Tliy distressed 
servant, and of ourselves, may cffcctnally be answered ; 
throngh the merits of Jesus Christ onr Lord. Amen. 


THE BEASTS’ COETESSION (1732). 


When beasts could q)eak (the learned say 
They still can do so every day), 

It seems, they had religion then. 

As much as now wo find in men. 

It happened when a plague broke out 
(Which tlierefore made them more devout) 
The king of brutes (to make it plain. 

Of quadrupeds I only mean). 

By proclamation gave command, 

-That every subject in the land 
Should to the priest confess their sins ; 
And thus the pious wolf begins : 

Good father, I must o-wn with shame. 
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That, often I have been to blame : 

I must confess, on Priday last, 

"Wretch that I was, I broto my fast : 

But I defy the basest tongue 
To prove I did my neighbour wrong ; 

Or over went to seek my food 
By rapine, theft, or thirst of blood. 

The ass approaching next, confessed, 
That in his heart ho loved a jest : 

A wag ho was, ho needs must own, 

And could not let a dunce alone : 
Sometimes his friend ho would not spare. 
And might perhaps bo too severe : 

But yet, tho worst that could bo said. 

Ho was a wit both bom and bred ; 

And, if it bo a sin or shame, 

Hature alone must bear the blame : 

One fault he hath, is sorry for’t. 

His ears are half a foot too short ; 

"Which could ho to tho standard bring. 
He’d show his face before tho king : 
Then, for his voice, there’s none disputes 
That he’s the nightingale of bmfes. 

The swino with contrite heart allowed, 
His shape and beauty made him proud : 
In diet was perhaps too nioc. 
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But gluttony ■was ne’er his -rice : 

In cverj' turn of life content. 

And mccUy took what fortune sent : 
jEnquiro through all tlio parish round, 

A better neighbour ne’er was found : 

His A'igilauco might some displease; 

‘Tis true, ho hated sloth like pease. 

The mimic ape began his chatter, 

How o'ril tongues his life besp.attor : 
Much of the cens’ring world complauicd. 
Who said his gravity was feigned : 
Indeed, tho strictness of his morals 
Engaged him in a hundred quarrels : 

Ho saw, and ho was grieved to see’t. 

His zeal was sometimes indiscreet : 

Ho foraid his -vurtnes too severe 
For our corrupted times to bear : 

Tct, such a lewd licentious ago 
Might wcU excuse a stoic’s i-ago. 

Tho goat advanced "with decent pace : 
And first excused his youthful face ; 
Forgiveness begged, that he appeared 
(’Twas nature’s fault) without a beard. 
’Tis true, he was not much inclined 
To fondness for the female kind ; 

Hot, as his enemies object. 
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Prom clifinco or iintnml defect. ; 

Not by bis frigid constitution, 

But tbrougb a pious resolution ; 

For bo bad made a boly tow 
Of cbastity, as monks do now ; 
ll^^ucb be resolved to keep for ever licnco, 
As strictly, too, .ns doth bis reverence.'*' 

Apply tbo tale, and you shall find 
How just it suits with human Iciiid. 

Some faults we own : but, can you guess ? 
"Wliy ? — virtno’s carried to excess ; 
■Wberewitb onr vanity endows ns, 

Tliongb neither foe nor friend allows ns. 

Tlie lawyer swe.nrs, yon may roly on’t, 
He never squeezed a nccdj- client : 

And this lie makes bis constant nilo. 

For which bis brethren call liim fool ; 

His conscience always was so nice. 

Ho freely gave tbo poor advico ; 

By which bo lost, be may affirm, 

A hundred fees last Easter term. 

‘Wliile others of the learned robo 
Would break tbo pationco of a Job ; 

Ho pleader at tbo bar could match 
His diligenco and quick despatch ; 


* The priest Ills confessor. 
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No’cr ]:opt a cfliise, lio iroll may hoasi, 
Al)ovo a term or two at most. 

Tlio cringing knave, wlio seeks a place 
■Without miccesa, thus tells his case : 

"Why .should ho longer mineo the matter? 
He failed because ho could not flatter : 

Ho lind not Ic.amcd to turn his coat, 

Nor for a party give his vote : 

His crime ho qnickly understood ; 

Too realons for the nation’s good : 

Ho found the ministers resent it, 

Yet could not for his heart repent it. 

The chaplain vows ho cannot fami, 
Tliough it. would raise him to the Inwi r 
He passed his liours among his hoolcs ; 
Yon find it in his meagre looks : 

Ho might, if ho were worldly-wise, 
Preferment get, and spare his ej-os : 

But omied ho had a stubborn spirit, 

Tiiat made him trust alone in merit : 
"Would rise by merit to promotion; 

Alas ! a more chimeric notion. 

The doctor, if yon will Irclievc him, 
Confessed a sin, and God forgive him : 
Called up at midnight, ran to save 
A blind old beggar from the grave : 
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But, ECO hour Satan spi-cads ]iis snares ; 
Ho quite forgot to say his prayers. 

Ho cannot help it, for his heart, 
Sonielimcs to act tho parson's part. 
Quotes from tho Bible many a sentence 
That moves his patients to repentance : 
And, vrhen his nietlicines do no good, 
Supports their minds ivitli heavenly food. 
At Tvhich, hovever well intended, 

Ho hoars the clergy are ofEonded ; 

And groTvn so hold behind his bach. 

To call him hj'pocritc and quack. 

In his own church he keeps a seat ; 

Says grace before and after moat ; 

And calls, withont affecting airs. 

His household twice a day to prayers. 

Ho shuns apothecaries’ shops ; 

And hates to cram the sick with slops : 
Ho scorns to make his art a trade, 

Hor bribes my Indy’s favourite maid. 

Old nnrsc-kcopers would never biro 
To recommend him to tho Squire ; 

Which others, whom he will not name, 
Have often practised to their shame. 

The statesman tells yon with a sneer, 
His fault is to bo too sincere ; 

And, having no sinister ends. 
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Is apt to disoblige his friends. 

The nation’s good, his Master’s glory, 
Withont regard to Whig or Tory, 

Were all the schemes he liad in view ; 

Yet ho was seconded by few : 

Thongh some had spread a thousand lies, 
’Twas ho defeated the Excise. 

’Twas known, thongh he had homo aspersion, 
That standing troops were his aversion : 

His practice was, in every station. 

To servo the king, and please the nation. 
Though hard to find in every case 
The fittest man to fill a place : 

His promises ho ne’er forgot. 

But took memorials on the spot : 

His enemies, for want of charity, 

Said he affected popularity : 

’Tis true, the people understood, 

That all he did was for their good; 

Their kind affections he has tried ; 

Ho love is lost on either side. 

He came to court with fortune clear, 

Which now he runs out every year ; 

Must, at the rate that he goes on. 

Inevitably be undone. 

Oh ! if his Majesty would please 
To give him but a writ of' ease. 

Would grant him license to retire, 


N 
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As it liatli loug 1)0cu liis desire, 

By fair nccomits it -would bo foiind. 

He’s poorer by ten tbonsaiid pound. 

Ho owns, and hopes it is no sin, 

Ho no’er was partial to bis kin ; 

He thought it base for men in stations 
To crowd the court -with their relations : 
His count rj' was his dearest mother. 

And o-yery virtuous man his brother : 
Tlirough modest}' or awkward shame 
{For which ho owns himself to blame), 
Ho found the wisest men ho could, 
Without respect to friends or blood; 

Nor never acts on private -views, 

When he hath liberty- to choose. 

The sharper swore ho hated play, 
Except to pass an hour away ; 

And well ho might; for to his cost. 

By want of skill, ho always lost. 

Ho heard there was a club of cheats. 
Who had contrived a thousand feats ; 
Could change the stock, or cog a dye. 
And thus deceive the sharpest eye ; 

Ho wonder how his fortune sunk. 

His brothers fleece him when he’s drunk. 

I o-wn the moral not exact ; 

Besides, the tale is false in fact ; 
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And SO absurd, tliat, could I raise up 
From fields Elysian, fabling AEsop ; 

I would accuse him to bis face, 

For libelling the four-foot race. 
Creatures of every kind but ours 
"Well comprehend their natural powers ; 
While we, whom reason ought to sway, 
Mistake our talents every day : 

The ass was never known so stupid 
To act the part of Tray or Cupid ; 
jSTor leaps upon his master's lap, 

There to be stroked, and fed with pap : 
As .^sop would the world persuade ; 

He better understands lus trade : 

Nor comes whene’er his lady whistles. 
But carries loads, and feeds on thistles; 
Our author’s moaning, I presume, is 
A creature hipes ct implumis ; 

Wherein the moralist designed 
A compliment on human-kind : 

For, here ho owns, that now and then 
Boasts may degenerate into men. 
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AN ARGUMENT TO TROVE THAT THE 

ABOLISHING OF CHBISTIANITY IN 
ENGLAND 

MAY, AS THINGS NOW STAND, BE ATTENDED WITH 
SOME INCON\-ENIENCia, AND PERHATS NOT PRODUCE 
THOSE MANY GOOD EFFECTS PROPOSED THEREBY. 

Written in the year 170S. 


I AM very sensihio wliat a weaknoss aud presumption 
it is to reason against tlio general Inunour and dis- 
position of the world. I remember it was with great 
justice, and a duo regard to tlie freedom, both of tlio 
public aud flic press, forbidden upon several penalties 

to write, or discourse, or lay wagers against tbo 

even before it was confirmed by Parliament ; because 
that was looked upon ns a design to 0])poso tbo current 
of tbo people, which, besides the folly of it, is a mani- 
fest breach of tho fundamental law, that makes this 
majority of opinions tho voice of God. In likoinnnnor, 
and for tho very same reasons, it may perhaps bo 
neither safe nor prudent to arguo against tho abolish- 
ing of Christianity, at a juncture when all parties seem 
so unanimously determined upon tho point, ns wo can- 
not but allow from their actions, their discourses, and 
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tlieii’ -writings. Ho-wever, I tno-w not iiow, lyhetlior 
from the affectation of singularity, or tlie perverseness 
of hwnan nature, but so it unhappily falls out, that I 
cannot he entirely of this opinion. Nay, though I -were 
sure an order -wore issuedfor my immediate prosecution 
by the Attorney-General, I should still confess, that 
in the present postirro of our affairs at home or abroad, 
1 do not yet see the absolnto necessity of extirpating the 
Olnistian religion from among us. 

This perhaps may appear too great a parados even 
for our -wise and parodoxical age to endure ; therefore I 
shall handle it -with all tenderness, and -with -fte utm(^. 
deference to that groat and profound ranjority-which is 
of another sentiment. 

And yet the ciu'ions may please to observe, how much 
the genius of a nation is I_inblc to alter in half an ago : 
I have heard it affirmed foT certain by some -very, odd 
people, that the contrary opinion "was even in their 
memories as much in vogue as the other is now ; and 
that a project for the abolishing of Christianity would 
then havG appeared as singnlnr, and been thought as 
absurd, as it -would bo at this time to -writo or diseourso 
in its defence. 

Therefore I freely own, that all appearances are 
against mo. The system of tlio Gospel, after the fate 
of other systems, is generally antiquated and exploded, 
and the mass or body of tbo common people, among 
vhom it seems to hare had its latest credit, are now 
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jrrovm ns nmcli nslinniod of it nsllieirboffprs; opinions, 
like fasbions. alw.ays <lc«ccnflinp from iiioso of quality 
<0 the iniildlo .sort, and fhoncp to tho vulpar. whore at 
length they are dropjwd and vanish. 

But hero I would not bo inisi.alcon, and >nnsl there- 
fore Ivo so hold as to borrow a distinction from the 
writers on the other side, when they make n difference 
betwixt nominal and real Trinitarians. I hope no 
reader imagines mo so we.ak to stand up in flie defence 
of rc.al Christianity, such ns nse<l in primitive times 
(if wo may holievo the authors of those age«)to have an 
influence upon men’s belief and actions. To offer at the 
restoring of tb.at. would indeed be a wild project ; it 
wojild be to dig np fotmdations ; to destroy at one blow 
all the wit, and half the leaniing of the kingdom ; to 
bre.ak the entire frame and constilntion of things ; to 
rnin trade, ostinguisli .arts and sciences, with the pro- 
fessors of them ; in short, to tnni our courts, exchange-, 
and shops into deserts; and wonld be full as .absurd as 
the proposal of Horace, wliore he advises tlie Romans, 
all in a body, to Ic.avo their city, and .seek a new seat in 
-some remote part of the world, hy avay of a cure for 
the corruption of their manners. 

Tlicrcforo I think this cantion was in itself nltogolher 
unnecessary (which I have inserted ojily to prevent, all 
possibility of cavilling), since every candid reader will 
easily nndcrst.and my discourse to bo intended only in 
defence of nominal Christiaiuty, the other having been 
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for some time wholly laid aside by general consent, as 
utterly inconsistent, with all onr present schemes of 
wealth and power. 

But why we should therefore cast off the name and 
title of Christians, although the general opinion and 
resolution be so violent for it, I confess I cannot (with 
submission) apprehend the consequence necessary. 
However, since the undertakers propose such wonderful 
advantages to the nation by this project, and advance 
many plausible objections against the system of 
Christianity, I shall briefly consider the strength of 
both, fairly allow them their greatest weight, and 
offer such answers as I think most reasonable. After 
which I will beg leave to show what inconveniences 
may possibly happen by such an innovation, in the 
present posture of our affairs. 

First, one great advantage proposed by the abolish- 
ing of Christianity is, that it would very much enlarge 
and establish liberty of conscience, that great bulwark 
of our nation, and of the Protestant religion, which is 
still too much limited by priestcraft, notwithstanding 
all the good intentions of the legislature, as we have 
lately found hy a severe instance. For it is confidently 
reported, that two yonng gentlemen of real hqp.M, 
bright wit, and profound. judgment, who, upon a 
thorough examination of causes and effects, and by 
the mere force of natural abilities, without .the least 
tincture of learning, having made a discovery that 
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fliore wns uo God, niul geiicronsly coinrannicatiiig 
tlioir tlionghts for (lio good of tlio public, rrcro bouic 
time ago, by an uuparallclcd eevcrily, aud Tipoul kuow 
not Tvlial ob<5olpto bnr, broke for blaspbemy. Aud as 
it 1ms been wisely observed, if pcrsccnliou onco begins, 
no man alive knows liow far it may reacli, or where it 
will end. 

In answer to all wliicb, with defcrejico to wiser 
judgments, I think this rather shows tho ncces-sity of a 
nominal religioji among us. Gro.at wits love to bo 
free with the highest objects; aud if they cannot 1)0 
allowed a god to revile or renounee, they will speak 
e\'il of dignities, abuse the government, and reflect 
upon tho ininistiy, which I am sure few will deny to 
Ijc of much more iwrnicions conseuncnco, according to 
the saying of Tiberius, dconim offenm diis ciirw. As 
to the particular fact related, I think it is not fair to 
argue from one instance, perhaps another cannot be 
produced : yet (to tho comfort of all those who may be 
apprehensive of persecution) blasphemy wo know is 
freely spoke a million of limes in every coffeo-liouse 
and taveni, or wherever else good company meet. It 
most Im? allowed, indeed, that to break an English 
frcc-bom ofHecr only for blasphemy was, to speak 
tho gentlest of such an action, a very high strain of 
absolute power. Little can bo said in excuse for tho , 
general ; perhaps ho was .afraid it might give offence to 
tho allies, among whom, for aught wo know, it may bo 
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tlio custom of the country to holiovo a God. But if 
ho argued, as some have done, upon a mistaken 
principle, that an officer ■who is guilty of speaking 
blasphemy may, some time or other, proceed so far 
as to raise a mutiny, the consequence is by no means to 
bo admitted : for surely tho commander of au English 
army is like to he but ill obeyed ■\vhoso soldiers fear 
and rovoronco him as little as they do a Deitj-. 

It is further objected against the Gospel system 
that it obliges men to the belief of things too difficult 
for Freothi'nlccrs, and such -who have sliook off tho 
prejudices that usually cling to a confined education. 
To which I answer, that men shonld bo cautious how 
tliey luiso objections which reflect upon tlie wisdom of 
tho nation. Is not ovorybody freely allowed to boliovo 
whatorer ho pleases, and to publish his belief to the 
world whenever ho thinks lit, especially if it serves to 
strengthen tho party which is in tho riglitp Woidd 
any indifferent foreigner, who should read the trumpery 
lately written by Asgil, Tindal, Toland, Coward, and 
forty more, imagine the Gospel to bo our rule of 
faith, and to bo confirmed by Barliaments ? Does any 
m.an cither believe, or say ho believes, or desire to have 
it tliought that ho says he believes, one syllable of the 
matter ? And is any man worse received upon that 
score, or does ho find his want of nominal faith a 
disadvantage to him in the pursuit of any civil or 
military cmploj'ment? What if there be an old 
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(loniiniit stntnlc or two against liiin, arc they not now 
obsolcfo, to a ilogrcp, that Emijson anti Diitlloy them- 
selves, if they were now alive, would find it imiiossiblo 
to put them in exccnlion? 

It is likewise nrged, that Ihero are, by computntioii, 
in this kingdom, above ten thonsand parsons, Avliose 
revenues, nddal to those of my lords the bishops, 
would snfiicc to maintain at least two Imndred yonng 
gentlemen of wit and pleasure, OTid free-thinking, 
enemies to priestcraft, narrow principles, pcdojitry, 
and prejudices, who might bo an ornament to the court 
and town : and then again, so a great number of able 
[bodied] divines might bo a recruit to our fleet and 
armies. Tliis indeed appears to be a consideration of 
some weight ; but then, on the other .vide, several 
things deserve to bo considered likewise: ns, first, 
whether it may not be thought necessary that in 
certain tracts of conntrj', like what wo call i)nrishes, 
there should ho one man at least of abilities to rend and 
write. Tlicn it seems a wrong coinpntnlion that the 
revenues of the Church throughout this island would 
he large enough to maintain two hundred young 
gentlemen, or even half that numhor, after the present 
refined way of living, tliat is, to allow each of them 
snch a rent as, in the modem form of .speech, tvonhl 
make them vnsy. Bnt still there is in this project 
a greater ini«ehicf behind; and wo might to beware 
of the woman's folly, who killed the hen that oveiv' 
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morning laid her a golden egg. For, pray what would 
become of the race of men in. the next ago, if wo had 
nothing to trust to beside the scrofulous consumptive 
production furnished by our men of vit and pleasure, 
when, having squandered away their vigour, health, 
and estates, they are forced, by some disagreeable 
marriage, to piece up their broken fortunes, and entail 
I'ottenness and politeness on their posterity? Now, 
hero are ten thousand persons reduced, by the wise 
regulations of Henry VIII., to the necessity of a low 
diet, and moderate exorcise, who are the only great 
restorers of our breed, without which the nation would 
in an age or two become one great hospital. 

Another advantage proposed by the abolishing of 
Christianity is the clear gain of one day in seven, 
which is now entirely lost, and consequently the 
kingdom one seventh less considerable in trade, 
Imsiness, and pleasure ; besides the loss to the public 
of so many stately.structures now in the hands of the 
clergy, which might be converted into play-houses, 
exchanges, market-houses, common dormitories, and 
other public edifices. 

I hope I shall,be forgiven a hard word if I call this 
a perfect cavil. I readily own there hath been an old 
custom, time out of mind, for people to assemble in the 
churches every Sunday, and that shops are stiU fre- 
quently shut, in order, as it is conceived, to preserve 
the memory of that ancient practice ; but how this can 
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prove a liindniBce to bnshipss or plrasiiro is linrtl to 
iinnpinp. "What if tlic men of plensnro nro forml, 
one (lay in tlio week, to gatno at homo instead of 
the ehooolnte-honsc ? Arc not the tavenis and colTee- 
honses open ? Can there he a nwjrc convenient! season 
for takini^ a dose of pliysic ? Is not that tho chief 
day for traders to sum np the accounts of tho wca?k, 
and for lawyers to prepare their hriefs ? But I would 
fain know how it can he prcteinled that tho churchoi 
are misapplied? 'Where are more njipointmonts and 
rendervonses of pnllantiy ? "Where more care to ajv- 
pear in the foremost box. with greater advantage of 
dn'ss ? TMiere more meetings for Imbincss ? Whore 
more bargains driven of all sorts? And wlicro so 
many conveniences or incitements to sleep ? 

There is one advantage greater than any of the fore- 
going, proposed by tho abolishing of Christianity, that 
it will utterly cxtingiiiBh parties among ns, by re- 
moaung tliose factious distinctions of liigh and loav 
church, of "Wliig and Tor)-, Presbyterian and Church 
of England, which are now so many mutual clogs upon 
public proceedings, and arc apt to prefer the gratifying 
themselves or depressing their advers.arics before tho 
most im^wrtant interest of the State. 

I confess, if it were certain that so groat an advan- 
tage would redound to tho nation by this expedient, I 
would submit, and bo silent ; but will any man say, 
that if tho words, whoring, drinking, cheating, lying, 
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stealing, were, by Act of Parliament, cjcctccl out of the 
English tongue and dictionaries, we should all awake 
next morning chaste and temperate, honest and just, 
and lovers of truth P Is this a fair consequence ? Or 
if the physicians would forbid us to pronounce the 
words ]pox, gout, rheumatism, and stone, would that 
expedient serve like so many talismen to destroy the 
diseases themselves ? Are party and faction rooted in 
men’s hearts no deeper than phrases boiTowed from 
religion, or founded upon no firmer principles ? And 
is our language so poor that we cannot find other terms 
to express them ? Are envy, pride, avarice, and ambi- 
tion such iU nomenclators, that tiiey cannot furnish 
appellations for their owners P "Will not heydukes 
and mamalukes, mandarins and patshaws, or any other 
words formed at pleasure, serve to distinguish those 
who are in the ministry from others who would be in 
it if they could p "What, for instance, is easier than to 
vary the form of speech, and instead of the word 
church, make it a question in politics, whether the 
monument be in danger? Because religion was 
nearest at hand to furnish a few convenient phrases, is 
our invention so barren -we can find no otlier ? Sup- 
pose, for argument sake, that the Tories 'favoured 
Margarita, the Whigs, Mrs. Tofts, and the Trimmers, 
Yalentini, would not Margaritians, Toftians, and 
Yalentinians bo very tolerable marks of distinction P 
Tlie Prasini and Yeniti, two most virulent factions in 

’'n 
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Italy, began, if I remember right, by a distinction of 
colours in ribbons, -wbicb Yre might do vritb as good a 
grace about tbe dignity of tbe blue and tbe green, and 
serve os properly to divide tbe Court, tbe 'Parliament, 
and tbe kingdom betu-cen them, as any terms of art 
vrbatsocver, borrorrcd from religion. And tbereforo I 
think there is little force in this obiection against 
Gbristianity, or prospect of so great an advantage as 
is proposed in the abolishing of it. 

It is again objected, as a very absurd, ridicnlons 
custom, that a’ set of men should be suffered, mncb less 
employed and hired, to baivl one day in seven against 
the lauinlness of those methods most in use tourards 
the pui^t of greatness, riches, and pleasure, -n-hioh 
are tho constant practice of aU men alive on the other 
six. But this objection is, I think, a little unworthy 
so refined an age as ours. Let ns argue this matter 
calmly. I appeal to tbe breast of any polite Pree- 
tbinker, whether, in the pursuit of gratifving a pre- 
dominant passion, he hath not always felt a wonderful 
incitement, by reflecting it was a thing forbidden; and 
tbereforo we see, in order to enltirate this tost, tlie 
wisdom of the nation hath taken special care that the 
ladies should be furnished with prohibited silks, and 
tbe men with prohibited wine. And indeed it were to 
be wished that some 9tber prohibitions were promoted, 
in order to improve tbo plo.asnres of tlie town, which, 
for want of suck expedients, begin already, as I am 
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■fold, to flag and grow languid, giving way daily to 
ernel inroads from the splcon. 

’Tis likewise proposed, as a great advantage to the 
imblic, that if we once discard the system of tlio Gospel, 
all religion will of conrse bo banished for over, and 
consequently along with it those grievous prejudices 
of education which, under the names of conscience, 
honour, justice, and the like, are so apt to disturb the 
peace of Imman minds, and the notions whereof are 
so hard to be eradicated by right reason or free- 
tliinkiug, sometimes during the whole course of our 
lives. 

Here first I observe how difBcnlt it is to get rid of 
a phraso which the world has once gromi fond of, 
though the occasion that first produced it bo entirely 
taken away. For some years past, if a man had but an 
ill-favoured nose, the deep thinkers of the age would, 
some way or other, contrive to impute the cause to the 
prejudice of his education. From this fountain were 
said to bo derived all our foolish notions of justice, 
piety, love of our country; all our opinions of God 
or a future state, heaven, hell, and the like ; and 
there might formerly perhaps have been some pretence 
for this charge. But so effectual care hath been since 
taken to remove those imojudices, by an entire change 
in the methods of education, that (with honour I men- 
tion it to our polite innovators) the yoimg gentlemen, 
who are now on the scene, seem to have not the least 
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tiuctnro loffc of those infusions, or string of those iveeds, 
and by consequence tlio reason for abolishing nominal 
Cliristianity upon that pretext is wholly ceased. 

For the rest, it may perhaps admit a controversy, 
whether the^ banishing all notions of religion what- 
soever would be inconvenient for the vulgar. ITot 
that I am in the least of opinion with those who hold 
religion to have been the invention of politicians, to 
keep the lower part of the world in awo by the fear 
of invisible powers ; unless mankind were then very 
different from what it is now; for I look upon the 
mass or body of our people hero in England to be ns 
Freethinkers, that is to say, as staunch unbelievers, as 
any of the highest rank. But I conceive some scattered 
notions about a superior power to bo of singular use 
for the common people, as furnishing excellent 
materials to keep children quiet when they grow 
peevish, and providing topics of amusement in a 
tedious winter night. 

Lastly, it is proposed, as a sin giJar advantage, that 
the abolishing of Christianity will very much contribute 
'to the uniting of Protestants, by enlarging the terms 
of communion, so as to take in all sorts of Dissenters, 
who are now shut out of the pale upon account of a, 
few ceremonies, which aU sides confess to he things' 
indifferent. That this alone will^^eptually answer the 
great ends of a scheme for comprehension,!)^ opening 
a large noble gate, at which aU bodies may enter; 
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■wliorcas the chafCoring wifli Dissouters, and dodging 
nlioufc tills or t’otlior ceremony, is but liko opening 
a few Tvickets, and leaving them at jar, by ivhich no 
more than one can get in at a time, and that not ivithout 
stooping, and sideling, and sqneo/.ing his body. 

To all this I answer, that there is one darl ing inclina- 
tiqn ofjnankind which nsnallj- affects to bo a retainer 
to rolipon, thoiigli she bo neither its parent, its god- 
mother, nor its friend. I mean the spirit of opposition, 
tliat lived long before Christianity, and can easily 
subsist without it. Let ns, for instance, examine 
wherein the opposition of sectaries among ns consists. 
"Wo shall find Christianity to have no share in it at 
all. Docs the Gospel anywhere prcscribo^a starched, 
squeezed coimtcnanco, a stiff formal gait, a singnlnrity- 
of manners and habit, or any affected forms and modes 
of speech different from the reasonable part of man- 
kind? Tet, if Christianity did not lend its name to 
stand in the gap, and to employ or divert these 
humours, they must of necessity be spent in contra- 
ventions to the laws of the land, and disturbance of 
the pmblic peace. There is a portion of enthusiasm 
assigned to every nation, which, if it hath not proper 
objects to work on, will burst out, and set aU into a 
flame. If the quiet of a State can bo bought by only 
flinging men a few ceremonies to devour, it is a 
purchase no wise man would refuse. Let the mastiffs 
amuso themselves ahont a sheep’s sldn stuffed with 
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Imy, provided it will kcej) tlisin from worryiug tlio 
flock. The institution of convents abro.id seems in 
ono point n strain of great wisdom, there being few 
irregularities in human passions wliich may not have 
recourse to vent themselves in some of those orders, 
which are so many retreats for the speculative, the 
melancholy, the proud, the silent, the politic, and the 
morose, to spend themselves, and evaporate the noxious 
particles; for each of whom we iu this island are 
forced to provide a several sect of religion to keep 
them quiet; and whenever Christianity shall be 
nltolishcd, the Legislature must find some other 
expedient to employ and entertain them. For what 
imports it how largo a gate you open, if there will be 
.always left n number who place a pride and a merit in 
not coming in ? 

Having thus considered the most important objections 
against Christianity, and the chief advantages proposed 
by the nbolishuig thereof, I shall now, with equal 
deference aud submission to wiser judgments, ns 
before, proceed to mention a few inconveniences that 
may happen if the Gaspol should bo rcx)calcd, which, 
perhaps, the xirojectors may not have sufficiently 
considered. 

And first, I am very sensible how much the gentle- 
men of wit and pleasure are apt to murmur, and bo 
choked at the sight of so many dagglc-tailed parsons 
that happen to fall iu their way, and offend their eyes ; 
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bnt at the same timo, those wise refonuers do not con- 
sider -wlmt an advantage and felicity it is for great 
wits to bo always provided with objects of scorn and 
contempt, in order to exorcise and improve their 
talents, and divert their spleen from falling on each 
other, or on themselves, especially when all this may 
be done without the least imaginable danger to their 
persons. 

And to urge another argument of a parallel nature : 
if Oliristianity were once abolished, how could the 
Freethinkers, the strong reasoners, and the men of 
profound learning bo able to find another subject so 
calculated in all points whereon to display their 
abilities ? "Wliat wonderful productions of wit should 
wo bo deprived of from those wliose genius, by con- 
tinual practice, hath been wholly turned upon raillery 
and invectives against religion, and would therefore 
never bo able to shine or distbigniBh-thomsclvcs \ipon 
any other subject? "Wo arc daily complaimng of the 
great decline of wit among us, and would wo take 
away the greatest, perhaps the only topic we have left ? 
Wlio would over have suspected Asgil for a wit, or 
Toland for a philosopher, if the inexhaustible stock of 
Christianity had not been at hand to provide them 
with materials? “What other subject through all art 
or nature could have produced Tindal for a profound 
author, or furnished him with readers P It is the wise 
choice of the subject that alone adorns and distinguishes 
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tlio wrl(cr. For liatl n Innulrcd bucIi i)eus as ilioso 
Leon employed ou tlio side of religion, Ihoy •would liavo 
iinincdiatel}' smile into sileucc and oLlivion. 

JTor do I iliint it wholly groundless, or my fears 
altogether imaginary, that the nlmliBhing of Christ innity 
may pcrhajis Lring the Church in danger, or at least 
pul the Senate to the tronhlo of another securing vote, 
I desire I niay-not he mistaken^ I am far from pre- 
suming to nflirm or think that the Clnirch is in danger 
at present, or as things now stand ; hut wo know not. 
how soon it may ho so when the Christian religion is 
repealed. As plausildc as this project seems, thorn 
may ho a dangerous design lurk under it. Xotliing 
can ho more notorious limn that the Atheists, Deists, 
Socinians, Anti-Trinitariaus.aud other suh-divi.sions of 
Frocthinkoi's, arc persons of little r.eal for the prc.sent 
ecclesiastical ostahlisluncnt : their declareil opinion is 
for repealing the sacramental te.st; they aro very 
indifferent with regard to ceremonies ; nor do tliry 
hold the Jus Divimm of ' ojdscoiKicy : therefore they 
may he intended a.s one politic step towards altering 
the constitution of the Church cstahlishcd, and sotting 
up Preshy tory in the stead, which I leave to ho fnrtlier 
considered hy those at the helm. 

In the last place, I think nothing can he more plain, 
than that hy this^ expedient we shall mn into the evil 
we chiefly pretend to avoid ; and that the aholislimcnt 
of the Christian religion will ho tlio readiest course wo 
F— 10 --- - 
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ca n ta ke io introduce Popoiy. And I am tlio more 
inclined to tins opinion because ivo know it lias been 
tbo constant practice of tbo Jesuits to send oycv 
emissaries, with instmetions to personate tliemsolves 
members of tbe several jirevailing sects amongst us. 
So it is recorded that they Lave at sundry times 
appeared in tbo gA\iso of Presbyterians, Anabaptists, 
Independents, and Quakers, according as any of tboso 
wore most in credit ; so, since tbo fasbion bath been 
taken up of exploding religion, tbo Popish missionaries 
bavo not been wanting to mix witb tlio Prcetliinkors ; 
among wbom Toland, tbo great oracle of tbo Anti- 
Oliristians, is an Irisli priest, tbo son of an Irish 
priest ; and tbo most learned and ingenious author of n 
book called tbo “Rights of the Christian Olmrcb,” 
was in a proper jnnctnro reconciied to the Romish 
faith, whoso true son, ns appears by a Inmdrcd passages 
in his treatise, he still continues. Perhaps I could add 
some others to the number; but tlio fact is boyond 
dispute, and tbe reasoning tboy proceed by is right ; 
for supposing Christianity to bo extinguished, tbo 
people will never bo at caso till they find out some 
other method of worship, which will as infallibly pro- 
dneo superstition as this will end in Popery. 

1 And tberoforc, if, notwitlistanding all I bavo_ said, it 
still bo tbongbt necessary to liavo a Bill brought in 
for repealing Christianity, I would Inimhly offer an 
nmondmont, that instead of tbo word Oliristianit.y may 
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bo pnt religion in general, wLicb I conceive vrill inncli 
belter ausvrer all ibo good ends proposed by llio pro- 
jectors of it. Por as long ns vro leave in being a God 
and His Providence, -witb all tbo necessary conse- 
quences whicli enrions and inquisitive men null bo apt 
to draw from such premises, wo do not strike at tlio 
root of tbo evil, tbougli wo slioidd ever so effectually 
annibilato the present scliemo of ibo Gospel; for of 
wbat nsc is freedom of ibougbt if it will not pro- 
duce freedom of action, wbicb is tbo solo end, Im^w 
remote soever in appearance, of all objections against 
Cbristianity? and tberefore, tbo Frcetliinkcrs con sider 
it as a sort of edifice, wherein all tbo parts bavo snob a 
mutual dopondcuco on each other, that if yon happen 
to pidl ont one single nail, the wbolo fabric must fall 
to tbo groimd. This was happily expressed by him 
who bad beard of a text brought for i>roof of tbo 
Trinity, -which in an ancient manuscript was differently 
road; bo tborenpon immediately took the bint, and by 
a sudden dednetion of a long Sorites, most logically 
concluded: why, if it bo as yon s.ay, I may safely 
drink on, and defy tbo parson. From wbicb, and 
many tbo like instances easy to bo produced, I think 
nothing can bo more manifest than that tbo quarrel is 
not against any particular points of bard digestion in 
tbo Christian system, bnt against religion in general, 
wbicb, by ln}-ing restraints on human nature, is supposed 
the great enemy to the freedom of thought and action. 
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Upon ilio 'vrliolc, if it alinll .still be tbonglit for tlio 
benefit of Obnrcb and Sfato that Christianity bo 
abolished, I conceive, however, it may he more con- 
venient tojdefor the execution to a time of peace, and 
not venture in this conjuncture to disoblige onr allies, 
who, as it falls out, aro all Christians, and many of 
them,^y the prejudices of their education, so bigoted 
as to place a sort of pride in the appellation. If, upon 
being rejected by them, we aro to trust to an alliance 
with the Turk, wo shall find ourselves much deceived ; 
for, as lie is too remoto, and generally engaged in war 
with the Persian emperor, so liis people would bo more 
scandalised at onr infidelity than onr Christian neigh- 
bours. Por they are nob only strict observers of 
religious worship, but what is worse, believe God ; 
which is more than is required of ns, even while wo 
preserve the namejof Christians. 

To conclude, whatever some may think of the great 
advantages to trade hy this favourite scheme, I do very 
much apprehend that in six months’ time after the Act 
is passed for the extirpation of the Gospel, the Bank 
and East India stock may fall at least one per cent. 
And since that is fifty times more than ever the wisdom 
of onr age thought fit to venture for the preservation of 
Christianity, there is no reason we should he at so great 
e loss merely for the sake of destroying it, 
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I HATE obscrrod few obvious subjects (o bavo boon so 
seltlom, or at least, so sliglifly, liandlcd as tliis ; and, 
indeed, I Iniour fcTV so difBcult to bo treated ns it 
ought, nor yet upon 'which there sconieth so much 
to bo said. 

Most things pursued by men for tho happiness of 
public or private life our ■nit or folly liavo so refined, 
that they seldom stibsist but in idea ; .a truo friend, n 
good marriage, a perfect form of govonimonf, ■with 
some others, require so many ingredients, so good in 
their sover.al kinds, and so much niccness in mixing 
them, that for some thousands of years men have 
despaired of reducing their schemes to perfection. But 
in convcrs.ation it is or might bo ofhenviso; for hero 
■wc nro only to avoid a multitude of errors, which, 
although a matter of some difficnlty, may be in every 
man’s power, for want of which it romaineth as mere 
an idea ns tho other. Therefore it scomoth to mo that 
the truest way to understand conversation is to know 
tho faults and errors to which it is subject, and from 
thence every man to form maxims to himself whereby 
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it may be i-cgulated, becanso it raqiiirotli fow talents to 
irbich most men are not born, or at least may not ac- 
quire ivitbout any great genius or study. For nature 
batli left every man a capacity of being agreeable, 
tbougb not of sMning in company; and there are a 
hundred men sufficiently qualified for both, who, by a 
veiy few faults that they might correct in half an hour, 
are not so much as tolerable, 

I was prompted to wifte my thoughts upon this sub- 
ject by mere indignation, to reflect that so useful and 
innocent a pleasure, so fitted for every period and con- 
dition of life, and so much in all men’s power, should 
be so much nogloctcd and abused. 

And in this discourse it will bo necessary to note 
tlioso errors that are obvious, as well as others Vhich are 
seldomer observed, since there are few so obmons or 
acknowledged into which most men, some time or other, 
are not apt to run. 

For instance, notliiifg is more generally exploded 
than the folly of talking too mnch ; yet I rarely romom- 
bor to have seen five people together where some one 
among them hath not been predominant in. that kind, 
to the groat constraint and disgust of all the rest. But 
among such as deal in multitudes of words, none are 
comparable to the sober deliberate talker, who pixj- 
ceodoth with mnch thought and caution, makoth his 
preface, brancheth out into several digressions, findeth 
a hint thatputteth him in mind of another story, which 
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lio proinisotli io ioU yon Avhcn ihis is done ; coinotli 
back regularly to Ins subject, cannot readily e,all to 
miud some person’s name, lioldefb bis liead, coni- 
plainetb of Lis memory ; tbo U'liolo company all this 
■wbilo in snsi)onso ; at length, says ho, it is no matter, 
and so goes on. And, to crown tho business, it perhaps 
proveth at last a story tho company hath heard fifty 
times before ; or, at best, some insipid adventure of tho 
relator. 


Another general fault in conversation is that-of those 
Tvlio atfeet to talk of themselves. Some, witliont any 
ceremony, -will run over tho history of their lives; 
\yill relate tho annals of their diseases, -with tho sevcml 


symptoms and circumstances of them ; will ennmerato 
tho hardships and injustice they have suffered in court, 
in p.arlinmont, in love, or in law. Others are more 


dexterous, and with great art will lio on tlio watcli to 
hook in tlioir own praise. Tiiey will caU a witness to 
remember they always foretold what woidd lmj)pcn in 
such a case, but none would bcllovo them ; thov ad- 
vised snoh a man from tho beginning, and told him the 
conscqiiences just ns they happened, but ho would 
have lus ovra way. Others make a vanity of tolliuw 
their faults. Tlioy are the strangest men in tho world • 
they cannot dissemble; they own it is a folly; they 
have lost abundance of advantages by it ; but, if you 
^onld pvc them the world, they cannot help it; thoio 
IS something m their nature that abhors insincerity and 
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cou&traint ; -witli many other unsufferable topics of the 
same altitnde. 

Of such mighty importance every man is to himself, 
and ready to think he is so to others, Tvithout once 
maldng tliis easy and obvious reflection, that his affairs 
can have no more Aveight with other men than theirs 
have with him ; and how little that is he is sensible 
enough. 

Where company hath met, I often have observed 
two persons discover by some accident that they were 
bred together at the same school or university, after 
which the rest are condemned to silence, and to listen 
while these two are refreshing each other’s memory 
with the arch tricks and passages of themselves and 
their comrades. 

I know a great officer of the army, who will sit for 
some time with a supercilious and impatient silence, 
full of anger and contempt for those who are talking ; 
at length of a sudden demand audience j decide the 
matter in a short dogmatical way; then withdraw 
within himself again, and vouchsafe to talk no more, 
until his spirits circulate again to the same point. 

There are some faults in conversation which none 
are so subject to as the men of wit, nor over so much as 
when they are with each other. If they have opened 
their mouths without endeavouring to say a writty 
thing, they think it is so many words lost. It is ». 
torment to the hearers, as much as to themselves, to 
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see them upon the racTc for invention, and in perpetual 
constraint, with so littlo success. They must do some- 
thing extraordinary, in order to acquit themselves, and 
answer their character, else the standee by may be 
disappointed and be apt to think them only like tho 
rest of mortals. I have known two men of wit indus- 
triously brought together, in order to entertain tho 
company, where they have made a very ridiculous 
figure, and pro'\udcd all the mirtli at tlieir own 
expense. 

I know a man of wit, who is never easy Irat whore 
lie can bo allowed to dictate and imesido ; lie neither 
cxpccteth to bo informed or entertained, but to display 
his own talents. His business is to bo good company, 
and not good conversation, and therefore ho chooseth to 
frequent those who are content to listen, and profess 
themselves his admirers. And, indeed, tho worst con- 
versation I ever remember to have heard in my life 
was that at Will’s coffee-house, where the ■wits, as 
they were called, used formerly to assemble ; that is to 
say, five or six men who had wi’itteu plays, or at least 
prologues, or had share in a miscellany, came tliithcr, 
and entertained one another "with jHioir trifling com- 
posures in so important an air, as if they had been tho 
noblest efforts of human nature, or that tho fate of 
kingdoms depended on them ; and they wore usually 
attended with a humble audience of young students 
from the inns of courts, or tho ■^miversiticR, who, at 
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(liio tlihtniicc, listcuGil io llicso omclos, niid roUirncd 
homo ■^viHi groat coiifcmpl for their law and philo- 
BOiihy, thoir heads filled with trash nndor the name of 
politeness, criticism, and hollos lettros. 

By ihcso moans tho poofs, for many years past, were 
all ovcmin with pedantr}*. For, ns I take it, tlio nrord 
is not properly used; hecanso pcdnntrj' is tho too 
frcfpicnt or nnscasonablo obtruding our own know- 
ledge in common discourse, and idncing loo great a 
value upon it ; by wliich definition men of tho court or 
tho army may Ikh ns guilty of pedantry ns a philosopher 
or a dmne ; and it is tho samo aneo in women when 
they arc over copious upon tho subject of their petti- 
coats, or their fans, or thoir china. For whicli reason, 
although it bo a piece of prudence, ns welt ns good 
manners, to put men upon talking on subjects they 
nro best A'orsed in, yet that is a libert}' a wiso man 
coidd linrdly take ; bccanso, besido tho imputation 
of pedantry, it is what ho would Jiover improve by. 

This great town is usually provided with some 
player, mimic, or bufCoon, who Imth a general rccep- 
tion at tl\o good tables; familiar and domestic with 
yicrsons of tho first quality, and usually scut for at 
every meeting to divert the company, against wliich I 
have no objection. You go dhero ns to a fni-co or tr 
puppet-show ; your business is oidy to laugli in season, 
cither out of inclination or cii'iHty,'whilo this merry 
companion is acting his jiart. It is a business ho hath 
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Tindcrtaken, nnd -wo arc to suppose lie is paid for his 
day’s Tvork. I only quarrel ^rhen in select and privafo 
meetings, Tvliorc men of 'wdi and learning aro inAnted 
to pass an oTcning, this jester should ho admitted to 
rmi over his circle of tricks, and make the whole com- 
pany unfit for any other conversation, besides tho 
indignity of confounding men’s talents at so shameful 
a rate. 

Raillery is the finest part of conversation; hut, as it 
is our usual custoiu to counterfeit and adulterate what- 
ever is too dear for us, so wo h.avo done with this, and 
turned it all into what is generally called repartee, or 
‘Ijcing smart ; just as when an expensive fashion cometh 
np, those who arc not ahlo to reach it content them- 
selves with some paltry imitation. It now passeth for 
raillery to run a man down in discourse, to put him out 
of countenance, and make him ridiculous, sometimes to 
expose tho defects of his person or understanding ; on 
all which occasions ho is obliged not to be angry, to 
avoid tho imputation of not being able to take a jest. 
It is admirable to observe one who is dexterous at this 
art, singling out a weak adversary, getting the laugh 
on his side, and then carrjdng all before him. The 
Prcnch, from, whom wo borrow tho word, have a qiiito 
different idea of tho thing, and so had wo in tho 
politer ago of our fathers. Raillery was, to say some- 
thing that at first appeared a reproach or reflection, 
but, by some turn of wit unexpected and surprising, 
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ended always in a compliment, and to tlio advantage of 
the person it was addressed to. And surely one of tlio 
best rules in conversation is, never to say n thing which 
any of the company can reasonably wish wo had rather 
left unsaid ; nor can there anything bo well more con- 
trary to the cnils for which people meet together, 
than to part nnsatisfied with caeh other or themselves. 

There are two faults in conversation which appear 
very different, yet arise from the samo root, and are 
equally blamable ; I mean, an impatience to interrupt 
others, and the uneasiness of being intomijitcd our- 
selves. The two chief ends of couversation are, to 
entertain and imi)rovo those wo are among, or to 
receive those benefits ourselves; which whoever will 
consider, cannot easily run into cither of those two 
errara •, b<ico.us.e, wlww e.wy rum speakeUv. iiv coi«.pawy> it 
is to bo supposed ho doth it for his hearers’ sake, and 
not his own ; so that common discretion ■will teach ns 
not to force their attention, if they are not willing to 
lend it; nor, on the other side, to interrupt liim wlio is 
in possession, because that is in the grossest manner to 
give tlie preforenco to our own good sense. 

There are some ■people whose good manners will uot 
suffer them to interrupt you ; but, wliat is almost as 
bad, will discover abundnuco of impatience, and lie 
upon the watch until you liavo done, because they have 
started something in tlieir oivn thoughts which they 
long to be delivered of. Meantime, they are so far 
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from regarding -wliat passes, iliat tlieir imaginations 
aro -wlioUy tnmed npon wliat tlicy liaro in' reserve, for 
fear it slioiild slip out of tlieir inenioiy ; and thns tLoy 
confine tlieir invention, wliicli might otherwise range 
over a hnndred things full as good, and that miglit ho 
much more naturally introduced. 

There is a sort of mdo familiarity, wliich some 
people, hy practising among their intimates, have 
introduced into their general conversation, and woidd 
have it pass for iimoccnt freedom or hnmour, which is 
a dangorons experiment in onr nortlicni climate, where 
all the little decorum and politeness wo have aro jmrolj- 
forced by art, and aro so ready to lapse into barbarity. 
This, among the Romans, was the raillery of slaves, of 
which wo have maiy instances in Rlautns. It sccmctli 
to have been introduced among ns by Cromwell, wlio, 
by preferring the scnni of the people, made it a court- 
entertainment, of which I have heard many particulars ; 
and, considering all things were turned upisido down, 
it was reasonable and judicious; althongh it was a 
piece of policy found out to ridicule a xioint of honour 
in the other extreme, when the smallest woixl mis- 
placed among gentlemen ended in a duel. 

Tlierc are some men excellent at telling a story, and 
provided with a plentifid stock of them, which they 
can draw out upon occasion in all companies; and 
considering how low conversation runs now among us, 
it is not altogether a contemptible talent ; however, it 
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is subject to two unnvoiftnblo defects : frec|ucTit ropoti- 
tioii, niul being soon oxluuisted ; so tlmt wlioovor 
vnluetli tins gift in bimsolf Imlb need of a good 
memory, and ongbt frequently to shift liis company, 
tliat 1)0 may not discover the ■vvcnlrncss of liis fund; 
for those ivho are thus endowed have seldom any other 
revenue, but live upon the main stock. 

Great speakers in public are seldom agvoeablo in 
private conversation, whether their faculty bo natural, 
or acquired by practice and often vcnt\irlng. Natural 
elocution, although it may seem a paradox, umally 
springoth from a barrenness of invention and of words, 
by which men who havo only one stock of notions upon 
every subject, and ono sot of phrases to express them 
in, they swim upon tho superficies, and offer them- 
selves on every occasion; therefore, men of much 
learning, and who know tho compass of a language, 
aro generally tho worst talkers on a sudden, until 
much practice hath inured and emboldened them; 
because they aro confounded with plenty of matter, 
variety of notions, and of wonls, which tlicy cannot 
readily choose, but aro peiqilcxed and entangled by too 
great a choice, which is no disadvantage in jirivato 
conversation ; where, on tho other side, the talent of 
haranguing is, of all others, most insujiportable, 
t Nothing hath spoiled men more for conversation 
than tho character of being wits; to sujiport whicli, 
... they never fail of encouraging a number of followers 
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nucl ndmivGi's, who list themselves iu tliciv sorricc, 
•wlierein they find their nccoimts on both sides by 
pleasing their mutiial vanity. This hath given iho 
former such an air of superiority, and made tlio latter 
BO pragmatical, that neither of them are well to bo 
endured. I say nothing hero of tho itch of dispnlo 
and contradiction, telling of lies, or of those n'ho arc 
troubled with tho disease called the wandering of tho 
thoughts, that tliey are never present in mind at what 
passoth in discourse ; for whoever labours under any 
of these possessions is as unfit for conversation as mad- 
men in Bedlam. 

I tliink I havo gone OA'or most of tho errors in con- 
versation that havo fallen under my notice or memory, 
except some that arc merely personal, and others too 
gross to need exploding; such as lewd or profane 
talk ; but I pretend only to treat the errors of- conver- 
sation in general, and not tho several subjects of dis- 
course, whicli would be infinite. Thus wo see how 
hmnan nature is most debased, by tlio abuse of that 
faculty, whicli is hold tho great distinction between 
men and brutes; and how little advantage wo make 
of that which might bo tho greatest, tho most lasting, 
and tho most innocent, as well ns useful pleasure of 
life : in default of which, wo aro forced to take iip 
with those poor amusements of dress and visiting, or 
tho more pernicious ones of play, drink, and vicious 
amours, whereby tho nobility and gentry of both scxc.' 
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Jiro ('’itirnly rorniplcfl Loth in 1)orl\' nn'l inintl. niid 
Imvp loi( i\U imtionH of lovo, honnnr. frifniWnp, niul 
fronorosily ; wliidi, nnd'T tho nntno of fopperies, Invo 
Lfcii for (U)inr fimo Inngliod out of doors. 

This c]e;'r'nen\f’y of c(invpr.s.ition, with tlio pemiciouR 
ooii'-Ofpieiir/'S llierrof iijion oiir liinnoiirs niid dtbjwsl- 
tions, Imth Ix-on owhifj. ninonjr otiier to llio 

custom nriseu, for fomc time post, of cselmliui; women 
from niiy slian' in oiir ^ori'•ly, fiirllier than in parties 
Jil iilny, or daiicint:. or lu the pur.-itiit of an amour. I 
tr.lvO (lie Iiijtliesl jH-rioil of po!i(eue.,s in Entr’aml (anil 
it is of the .snne date in Eranre) to iinvo Ijeen tlm 
penee.aiile part of Kin" Clmrles I.’m reipi ; and from 
what we rend of tlm<? times, as well as from tho 
necounls I i’.avo fonnerly met with from Komo who 
lived in (hat coiirl, (ho methods then used for raisin^j 
n!id cnltiv.adii" conversation avere altopellier different 
from ours; si'vornt Indies, whom ave find colehratotl by 
(lie poets of that ape, li.ad ass.nublies at (heir houRps, 
avhcrc persons of the Ijest wiulerfitaudiup, and of Imth 
PCXes, met to pass (ho ovpninps in diseour.sinp upon 
aa'hatoa'er apreeatde .subjeets arere oceasionally st.artcd; 
and nlthouph ave are apt to ridicule the sublime Plato- 
nic notions (hey Imd, or xicrsonntcd in love mid friend- 
bhip, I conceive their rolinomonts aacro grounded upon 
reason, and that a little grain of the romance i.s no ill 
ingi'cdicnt to preserve .and exalt the dignify of human 
nature, avithout, avlijch it is apt to ilegencratc into 
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every tiling" that is sordid, vicious, and low. If thero 
irero no other uso in the conversation of ladies, it is 
sufficient that it would lay a restraiut upon those odious 
•topics of immodesty and indeceucics, into which tho 
nidoness of our northern genius is so apt to fall. And, 
therefore, it is ohsorvahlo in those sprightly gentlemen 
about the town, who are so very dexterous at entertain- 
iug a vizard mask in tho park or tho playhouse, that, 
in tho company of ladies of virtue and honour, they 
aro silout and disconcerted, and out of their element. 

There are some people who think thoy sufficiently 
acquit themselves and entertain their company with 
relating of facts of no consequence, nor at all out of tho 
road of such common incidents as happen every day ; 
and tliis I have observed more frequently among tho 
Scots than any other nation, who aro very careful not 
to omit tho minutest circumstances of time or place ; 
which kind of discourse, if it were not a' little relieved 
by the uncouth terms and phrases, ns well ns accent 
and gesture peculiar to that country, would ho hardly 
tolerable. It is not a fault in company to talk much ; 
but to coutinuo it long is certainly one ; for, if tho 
majority of those who aro got together bo naturally 
silent or cautious, tho conversation will flag, unless it 
bo often renewed by one among them who can start 
now subjects, pro-vided he doth not dwell upon tlicm, 
but leaveth room for answers and replies, 
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■We liavo just enough religion lo make ns hato, but 
not enough to make ns lovo one anotlior. 

Reflect on things past ns wars, negotiations, factions, 
etc. Wo outer so little into those interests, that wo 
wonder how men could possibly be so.bnsy and con- 
cerned for things so transitorj'; look on the present 
times, we find the same hnmonr, yet wonder not at all. 

A wise man ondoavonrs, by considering all circum- 
stances, to make conjectures and form conclusions ; 
but the smallest accident intervening (and in the 
com-so of affairs it is impossible to foresee all) does 
often produce such turns and changes, that at last ho 
is just ns much in doubt of events as the most ignorant 
and inc'xpcricnccd person. 

Positivencss is a good quality for preachers and 
oratoi's, because ho that woiild obtrude his thoughts 
and reasons upon a multitude, will convince others fho 
more, ns bo appears convinced himsolf. 

How is it possible to expect that mankind will take 
advice, when they will not so much ns take warning ? 

I forget whether Advice be among the lost tilings 
which Aristo says are to bo found in the moon ; tJiat 
and Time ought to have been there. 
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Ifo prcaclicr is listened to l)ut Time, vWcli gives ns 
the same train and inm of llionglit tlial elder iiooplo 
Imvo tried in vain to init into our licads before. 

When vro desire or solicit nnytliing, onr minds min 
vliolly on the good side or circumstances of it ; avlion 
it is obtained, onr minds mn avbolly on tbo bad ones. 

In a glnss-bouso tbo worlancn often fling in a small 
quantity of frosb coals, avbicb seems to disturb tbo fire, 
but very mneb enlivens it. This seems to allndo to 
a gentle stirring of the passions, that tbo mind may not. 
Inngnisb. 

Religion scorns to have grown an infant with age, 
and requires miracles to nurse it, ns it bad in its 
infancy. 

All fits of plcnsiiro arc balanced by an equal degree 
of pain or Inngnor ; it is like spemling tins 3’car part 
of tbo next year’s revonne. 

Tlie latter part of a wise man’s life is taken up in 
coring tbo follies, prejudices, and false opinions bo bad 
contracted in tlic former. 

"Would a avritor know bow to bcliavc liimself with 
relation to posterity, let him consider in old books what 
be finds that be is glad to know, and what omissions 
ho most laments. 

"Wlmtcvcr the poets pretend, it is plain they give 
immortality to none bnt tbemselvcs ; it is Homer and 
Tirgil wo reverence and ntbnirc, not Achilles or 
iEiicas. lustorians it is qnito tbo contrary ; onr 
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tlionglits are faten up witli tlie actions, persons, and 
events we read, and we little regard the anthoTs. 

"When a true gcnins appears in the world yon may 
know liim by this sign, that the dunces are all in con- 
federacy against him. 

Men who possess all the advantages of life, are in a 
state whore there are many accidents to disorder and 
discompose, but few to please them. 

It is unwise to punish cowards with ignominy, for 
if they had regarded that they would not have been 
cowards; death is their proper punishment, becauso 
they fear it most. 

The greatest inventions wore produced in the times 
of ignorance, as the use of the compass, gunpowder, 
and printing, and by the dullest nation, as tho 
Germans. 

One argument to prove that tho common relations of 
ghosts and spectres are generally false, may be drawn 
from tho opinion hold that spirits are never seen by 
more than one person at a time ; that is to say, it 
seldom happens to above one person in a company to 
bo possessed with any high degree of spleen or 
melancholy. 

I am apt to think that, in tho day of Judgment, 
there will bo small allowance given to tho wise fo? 
their want of morals, nor to the ignorant for their 
. want of faith, bccauso both are without excuse. This 
dors tho advantages equal of ignorance and know- 
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ledge. But soiue Bcruples in tEc wiso, and Bomo vices 
in tlio ignorant, Tvill perliaps bo forgiven upon tbo 
strength of temptation to each. 

Tlie value of several circumstances in story lessons 
very much by distance of time, tbougli some minute 
circumstances are very valuable ; and it requires great 
iudgment in a vfritcr to -distinguish. 

It is gromi a -word of course for vrriters to s.ay, 
“ This critical age,” as divines say, “ This sinful age.” 

It is pleasant to obsem'e lio-w free the present ago 
is in laying taxes on the next.. Future ages shall talk 
of this ; this shall be famous to all posterity. Whereas 
their time and thoughts Tvill be taken up about present 
tilings, as ours are now. 

The chameleon, who is said to feed upon nothing but 
air, hath, of all animals, the nimblest tongue. 

When a man is made a spiritual peer he loses his 
surname ; when a temporal, his Christian name. 

It is in disputes as in armies, where the weaker side 
sets up false lights, and makes a great noise, to make 
the enemy believe them more numerous and strong 
than they really are. 

Some men, under the notions of weeding out jirc- 
judices, eradicate virtue, honesty, and religion. 

In all well-instituted commonwealths, care has been 
taken to limit men's possessions; which is done for 
many reasons, and amonsr the rest, for one which 
perhaps is not often considered : that when hcrunds arc- 
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6ot to men’s desires, nfter tboy Lavo acquired as mncl'O^ 
ns tliQ laws will permit them, tlicir private interest is'o 
at an end, and they have nothing to do but to taken 
care of the public. la 

Tlicro are bnt three ways for a man to revenge 
bimsolt of the censnro of the world : to despise 'it, to < 
return the like, or to endeavour to live so as to avoid 
it. Tlio first of these is nsnally pretended, the last 
is almost impossible ; the universal practice is for the 
second. 

I never heard a finer piece of satire against lawyers 
than that of astrologers, when they protend by mles of 
art to tell when a snit rvill end, and whetlier to the 
advantage of the plaiutiif or defendant; thns making 
the matter depend entirely upon the inflnonco of the 
stara, without the least regard to the merits of tlie 
cause. 

Tlio expression in Apociypha about Tobit and his 
dog following him I have often heard ridicided, yet 
Homer has the same words of Tolemachus more than 
once ; and Virgil says something liko it of Evander. 
And I take the book of Tobit to be partly poetical, 

I have known some men possessed of good qualities, 
which were very serviceable to others, bnt useless to 
themselves; liko a sun-dial on the front of a house, to 
inform the neighbours and passengers, but not tho 
owner within. 

If n man would register all his opinions upon love, 
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^)olitic3, religion, learning, etc., beginning from liis 
j-outli and so go on to old age, what a bnndio of 
; inconsistencies and contradictions wonld appear at 
last! 

-1 Wliat they do in heaven we are ignorant of ; what 
.hey do not we are fold expressly : that they neitlier 
marry, nor are given in marriage. 

It is a miserable thing to live in suspense ; it is the ' 
J life of a spider. 

The Stoical scheme of supplying our wants by 
lopping off our desires, is like cutting off our feet when 
we want shoes. 

Physicians ought not to give their judgment of 
religion, for the some reason that butchers are not ad- 
mitted to be jurors upon life and death. 

The reason why so few marriages are happy, is, be- 
cause young ladies spend their time in making nets, 
not in making cages. 

If a man will observe as ho walks the streets, I be- 
lieve ho will find the merriest countenances in mourning 
coaches. 

Nothing more unqualifies a man to act with pru- 
dence than a misfortune that is attended with shame 
and guUt, 

The power of fortune is confessed only by the miser-'/ 
able; for the happy impute all their success to prudence 
or merit. 

Ambition often puts men upon doing the meanest 
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of&ccs ; SO climljin" is perfonncd in ilio samo posture 
ivith croopiiig. 

Censure is tlio tux n man pays to tlio public for 
being eminent. 

Altliougli men are neensed for not knowing tbeir 
own weakness, yet perhaps as few know their omi 
strength. It is in men as in soils, whoro somolinios 
there is a vein of gold which the owner knows not of. 

Satire is reckoned the easiest of all wit, but I take it 
to bo otherwise in very bad times : for it is as hard to 
satirise well a man of distinguished vices, ns to praise 
well a man of distinguished virtues. It is easy 
enough to do either to people of modorafe characters. 

Invention is the talent, of j’outh, and judgment of 
age; so that our judgment grows hanlor to plcn.so, 
when wo have fewer things to olTcr it : this goes 
through the whole commerce of life. When we are 
old, our friends find it difficult to please ns, and are 
less conconicd whether wo bo pleased or no. 

No wise man over wished to bo younger. 

An idle reason lessens the weight of the good ones 
yon gave before. 

The motives of the host actions will not bear too 
strict an intpiiry. It is allowed that tho cause of most 
actions, good or bad, may bo resolved into tho love of 
ourselves; but tho self-love of some men inclines 
them to please others, and the self-love of olhcre is 
wholly employed in pleasing themselves, Tliis m.skcs 
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tlio gi'oat distiuctiou between virtue and ^^ce. Re- 
ligion is the best motive of all actions, yet reUgion is 
allowed to be the highest instance of self-love. 

Old men \'i 0 w best at a distanee with the eyes of 
their understanding as well ns with those of nature. 

Some people take more eare to hide their wisdom 
than their folly. 

Anthony Henley's farmer, dying of an asthma, said, 
“ Well, if I can got this breath once out, I’ll take care 
it shall never got iti again.” 

Tlie humoiur of exploding many things under the 
name of trifles, fopperies, and only imaginary goods, is 
a very false proof either of wisdom or magnanimity, 
and a great eheck to virtuous actions. For instance, 
with regard to fame, there is in most people a re- 
luctance and imwilliugness to be forgotten. We 
observe, even among the vulgar, how fond they are to 
have an inscription 6ver their grave. It reijuires but 
little philosophy to discover and observe that there is 
no intrinsic value in all tliis ; however, if it be founded 
in our nature as an incitement to virtue, it ought not 
to be ridiculed. 

Complaint is the largest tribute heaven receives, 
and the sineorest part of our devotion. 

The common fluency of speech in many men, and 
most women, is owing to a scarcity of matter, and a 
scarcity of words ; for whoever is a master of language, 
and hath a mind full of ideas, will be apt, in speaking, 
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to licsitato upon Iho clioicc o£ l)otli ; ■\vlicroas common 
speakers Lave only one- set of ideas, and one sot of 
Tvords to clotlio tliom in, and tlicso are ahra)-s ready at 
tlio moutli. So people como faster ont. of a clmrcli 
when it is almost cmiity, than vrlion a crowd is at the* 
door. t 

Few aro qnalificd to sliino in coniiiany ; Lot it is in 
most men’s power to ho agrccahlo. TJio reason, tliorc- 
foro, why conversation runs so low at present, is not 
the defect of understanding, Lut pride, vanity, ill- 
nafurc, affectation, singularity, positivcncss, or some 
oilier vice, ILo effect of a WTong ediicalion. 

To 1)0 vain is rather a mark of humility than pride. 
Vain men delight in telling what honours have been 
dono them, what great company they have kept, and 
the like, by which they plainly confess that these 
lionours were more than their duo, and such as their 
friends would not believe if they had not been told : 
whereas a man truly proud thinks the greatest honours 
below his merit, and consequently scorns to boast. I 
therefore deliver it ns a maxim, that whoever desires 
tho character of a iiroud jnan, ought to conceal his 
vanity. 

Law, in a free country', is, or ought to bo, tho deter- 
mination of tho majority of those who have property 
in land. 

One argument used to tho diaadvautago of Providence 
1 take to bo a a’cry strong one in its dofenco. It is 



THOUGHTS OH VAKIOUS SUBJECTS. 


1S7 


objected tLat storms nnd tempests, \infrrdtfnl seasons, 
serpents, spiders, flics, and other noxious or tronhlosomo 
animals, ■svith many more instances of tlio like kind, 
discover an imperfection in nature, because Imman life 
woxdd bo much easier rvithout. them ; but tho design of 
Providcnco may clearly bo perceived in this proceeding. 
Tho motions of tho sun and moon— in short, tho 'wholo 
system of tho universe, as far ns philosojihcrs have 
been nblo to discover and observe, aro in tho utmost 
degree of regularity nnd perfection ; but wherover God 
hath left to man tho power of interposing a remedy by 
thought or labour, there ho hath j)laccd things in a 
state of imperfection, on purpose to stir up human 
industry, without wliich life would stagnate, or, indeed, 
rather, could not subsist at all : Cttris accumtt morlalia 
corda. 

Praise is tho daughter of present power. 

How inconsistent is man with himself ! , • 

I have known several persons of great fame for 
wisdom in public affairs and counsels governed by 
foolish servants. 

I have known great Ministers, distinguished for wit 
and learning, who preferred none but dunces. 

I have known men of great valour cowards to their 
wives. 

I have known men of the greatest cunning per- 
petually cheated. 

I knew three great Ministers, who could exactly 
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colupuio aiul settle tlio aeconnls of a kingdom, kut 
vero Avliolly ignorant of tlioir onm cconomj'. 

Tlio preaching of divines helps to preserve 17011 - 
iuelined men in the course of virtue, hut seldom or 
never reclaims the vicious. 

Princes usnallj’ make "wiser choices than the servants 
"whom they trust for the disposal of places: I liavo 
kno"v\’n a prince, more than once, choose an able Minister, 
I)ut I never observed that Minister to nso his credit 
in the disposal of an omploymont to a person -whom 
ho thought the fittest for it. Ono of the greatest 
in this ago owned and excused the matter from 
the violence of parties and the unreasonableness of 
friends. 

Small causes are sufTiciont to mako a man uneasy 
■when groat ones are not in the "way. For "want of a 
block lie will stumble at a straw. 

Dignity, high station, or great riches, aro in some 
sort necessary to old men, in order to keep tho younger 
at a distance, who are otherwise too apt to insult them 
upon tho score of their age. 

, Every man desires to live long; but no man would 

\y 

bo old. 

Love of flattery in most men proceeds from tho 
moan opinion they have of themselves ; in women from 
tho coutrarj'. 

If books a*nd laws continue to increase as they have 
done for fifty years past, I am in some concern for 
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future nges Low any man will bo leanicd, or any man 
a lawyer. 

jKings aro coniinouly said to liavo long handB; I 
wish they Lad as long cars. 

Princes in their infancy, childhood, and youth aro 
said to discover prodigious parts and wit, to speak 
things that surprise and astonish. Strange, so many 
hopeful princes, and so many shaniofnl kings! If 
they happen to die young, they would Lavo been 
prodigies of wisdom and virtue. If they live, they aro 
often prodigies indeed, but of another sort. 

Politics, ns the word is commonly understood, aro 
nothing but corruptions, and couscgucntly of no'nso to 
a good king or a good ministiy; for which reasoii 
Courts are so ovCfron with politics. 

A nice man is a man of nasty ideas. 

Apollo was held tho god of physic and sender of 
diseases. Both were originally tho samo trade, and 
still continue. 

Old men and comets liavo been reverenced for tlio 
same reason : their long beards, and pretences iotorotcU 
events. 

A person was asked at court, what ho thought of an 
ainbassador and his train, who wero all embroidorr 
and lace, full of bows, cringes, and gestures ; ho said, it 
was Solomon’s importdtion, gold and apes. • 

Most sorts of diversion in men, cluldron, and other 
animals, is an imitation of fighting. 



wo THOUGUTS ON TAMOUS SUBJECTS. 

Augustus mooting an ass witli a lucky namo forotold 
himsolf good fortuno. I moot many assos, but nono of 
thorn have lucky names. 

If a man makes mo kco]) my distance, tho comfort is, 
ho keeps his at tho same time. 

Who can deny that all men aro violent lovers of 
truth when n’o see them so positive in their errors, 
■which they will maintain out of their zeal to truth, al- 
thoiigh they contradict themselves every day of ^thoir 
lives ? 

Tliat was excellently observed, say I, when I read a 
passage in an author, where his opinion agrees with 
mine. When wo differ, there I pronmmeo liim to bo 
mistaken. 

Very few men, properly speaking; live at present, 
but aro providing to live another time. 

Laws penned with the utmost care and ‘exactness, 
and in tho -mlgar language, are often perverted to 
wrong meanings ; then why shoidd wo wonder that tho 
Bible is so ? 

Although men aro accused for not knowing their 
weakness, yet perhaps as few know their oum strength. 

A man seeing a wasp creeping into a vial filled with 
honey, that was hung on a fruit tree, said thus: 
“ Why, thou sottish animal, art thou mad to go into 
that "vial, whore you see many, Inmdrcd of your land 
there dying in it before you?” ” Tlio reproach is just,” 
answered tho wasp, “ but not from you men, who arc 
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SO far from taking osamplo by other people’s follies, 
that j’ou nill not take Yraniing by yonr own. If after 
falling several times into this vial, and escaping by 
cliance, I should fall in again, I should then bnt re- 
semble yon.” 

An old miser kept a tame jackdaw, that used to steal 
pieces of money, and hide them in a liolo, which the 
cat observing, asked why ho would hoard up those 
ronnd shining things that he conld make no nso of ? 
“ Why,” said the jackdaw, “ my master has a whole 
chest full, and makes no more use of them than I” 

Men are content to bo laughed at for their wit;, bnt 
not for tlieir folly. 

If the men of wit and genius would resolve never to 
complain in their works of critics and detractors, the 
next ago would not know thafthey over had any. 

After all the maxims and systems of trade and com- 
merce, a stander-by would think the affairs of the 
world wore most ridiculously contrived. 

! There are few countries which, if well cultivated, 
would not support double the number of their inliabi- 
tants, and yet fewer where one-third of tiio people are 
not extremely stinted even in the necessaries of life. 
I send out twenty barrels of com, which would main- 
tain a family in bread for a year, and I bring back in 
return a vessel of wine, which half a dozen good 
.follows would drink in less than a montli, at the 
expense of their liealth and reason. 
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A man -would liavo but few speehitors, ii 
to sbow for tbrecponco bow be could H 
iron into a barrel of gunpow dor, and it sbor: 
tiro. ", 
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